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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
The United Republic of Tanzania (area 936,760 km²) lies between
the latitudes of 01°00’S and 11°36’S and between the longitudes of
29°21’E and 40°29’E. It comprises mainland Tanganyika together
with the islands of Unguja (also known as Zanzibar), Pemba, Mafia
and a number of smaller ones. It is bordered by Kenya and Uganda
to the north, by Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic
of Congo to the west, by Zambia and Malawi to the south-west, by
Mozambique to the south and, to the east, by the reef-fringed shores
of the Indian Ocean.
The terrain ranges from sea-level to 5,895 m on Mount
Kilimanjaro, the highest point in Africa. The bottom of Lake
Tanganyika, at 697 m below sea-level, is the lowest point in Africa.
About 5% of the surface of Tanzania (54,390 km²) is covered by
water—swamps, rivers and lakes, including parts of Lake Victoria,
Lake Tanganyika and Lake Nyasa (Lake Malawi). The Western
or Albertine Rift Valley extends the length of Tanzania’s western
border, while the Eastern or Gregory Rift Valley penetrates deeply
into the centre-north of the country and is characterized by internal
drainage basins with a series of large alkaline lakes and dry, Acaciadominated woodland. In the far north-west lies the extreme eastern
edge of the Guinea–Congo rainforests and, running in a huge arc
to the south-west of Mount Kilimanjaro, are a series of mountain
ranges known collectively as the Eastern Arc mountains. The main
drainage systems include Lake Victoria, which drains into the
Mediterranean Sea, Lake Tanganyika, which drains into the
Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean drainage basin, the Lake Eyasi
internal drainage system, the Lake Rukwa internal drainage system
and Lake Nyasa, which drains into the Indian Ocean.
Average annual rainfall varies from 2,500 mm (maximally 3,000)
to 350 mm in the driest areas. The south has a unimodal rainfall
pattern (from November to May); the northern area has two peaks
(October–November and March–April).
Tanzania spans a wide variety of habitats. These include closed
forest, woodland, bushland and thicket, wooded and scrub

grassland, swamp and marsh, steppe-grassland, montane grassland,
Afromontane moorland and agricultural areas. Throughout much
of the west and south-east of the country there are extensive areas
of dry woodland dominated by Brachystegia and Julbernardia spp.,
usually referred to as miombo woodland. The dry central plateau
is dominated by Acacia and Commiphora woodlands which extend
southwards to the Usangu plains and the Rukwa valley, effectively
the southern limit of the Somali–Masai biome.
The population of Tanzania was estimated at 31,507,000 in 1997,
with a growth-rate of 2.9%. The population belongs to more than
120 ethnic communities many of whom have their own languages,
but Kiswahili and English are the official languages of Government.
Historically, many people were hunter-gatherers and pastoralists,
but gradually settled farming has gained the major role, and
agricultural practices range from large cattle-ranches to cropping
on many thousands of small, individual plots and a proliferation of
slash-and-burn cropping. The political capital is Dodoma, situated
in the centre of the country while coastal Dar es Salaam, the economic
and administrative centre, is the largest city, with a population of
over 3 million. Tanzania is a multi-party democracy with Presidential
and constitutional elections held every five years. The country is
divided into 21 Regions, subdivided into some 100 Districts. Tanzania
is considered one of the poorest countries in the world.
Tanzania’s outstanding biodiversity is being seriously affected
by the pressures of a rapidly expanding population and diversifying
economy. Although the country has an extremely high percentage
of its surface area designated, in some form or other, for habitat
and wildlife conservation, there are strong indications that, apart
from most National Parks, this system is not working effectively,
at least for many birds of conservation concern and other taxa.
The majority of sites were designated in colonial times with the
purpose of protecting large mammals. Although many of these sites
do cater for a range of bird species they do not, in general, cover
some of the more threatened habitats for endangered birds, such
as coastal or montane forest, seasonal and permanent swamps,
alkaline and freshwater lakes or upland grasslands.
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Table 1. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Tanzania.
IBA
code
TZ001
TZ002
TZ003
TZ004
TZ005
TZ006
TZ007
TZ008
TZ009
TZ010
TZ011
TZ012
TZ013
TZ014
TZ015
TZ016
TZ017

Site name
Arusha National Park
Katavi National Park
Mount Kilimanjaro
Lake Manyara National Park
Mahali Mountain National Park
Mikumi National Park
Ruaha National Park
Rubondo Island National Park
Serengeti National Park
Tarangire National Park
Udzungwa National Park
Mafia island
Ngorongoro Conservation Area
Burigi–Biharamulo Game Reserves
Maswa Game Reserve
Mkomazi Game Reserve
Moyowosi–Kigosi Game Reserves

TZ018
TZ019
TZ020
TZ021
TZ022
TZ023
TZ024
TZ025
TZ026
TZ027
TZ028
TZ029
TZ030
TZ031
TZ032
TZ033
TZ034
TZ035
TZ036
TZ037
TZ038
TZ039
TZ040
TZ041
TZ042
TZ043
TZ044
TZ045
TZ046
TZ047
TZ048
TZ049
TZ050
TZ051
TZ052
TZ053
TZ054
TZ055
TZ056
TZ057
TZ058
TZ059
TZ060
TZ061
TZ062

Selous Game Reserve
Ugalla River Game Reserve
Lake Burungi
Dar es Salaam coast
Eluanata dam
Lake Eyasi
Kagera swamps
Kilombero valley
Lake Kitangire
Latham island
Mnazi Bay
Mtera reservoir
Nyumba ya Mungu reservoir
Lake Natron and Engaruka basin
Rufiji Delta
Lake Rukwa
Singida lakes
Tanga North–Kibo saltpans
Tanga South
Lake Tlawi
Usangu flats
Lake Victoria—Bumbire islands
Lake Victoria—Mwanza Gulf
Lake Victoria—Mara Bay and Masirori swamp
Lake Victoria—Bunda Bay
Wembere steppe
Zanzibar island—south coast
Zanzibar island—east coast
Bagamoyo District coastal forests
Kisarawe District coastal forests
Rufiji District coastal forests
Pande and Dondwe coastal forests
Kilwa District coastal forests
Lindi District coastal forests
Mtwara District coastal forests
Newala District coastal forests
Handeni District coastal forests
Muheza District coastal forests
Pangani District coastal forests
Jozani Forest Reserve, Zanzibar
Livingstone Mountains forests
Nguru mountains
Nguu mountains
Njombe forests
North Pare mountains
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Administrative
region
Arusha
Rukwa
Kilimanjaro
Arusha
Kigoma
Morogoro
Iringa, Mbeya
Mwanza
Shinyanga, Mara
Arusha, Dodoma
Iringa, Morogoro
Pwani
Arusha, Shinyanga
Kagera
Shinyanga
Kilimanjaro, Tanga
Kigoma, Shinyanga,
Tabora
Morogoro, Pwani, Lindi
Tabora, Rukwa
Arusha
Dar es Salaam
Arusha
Arusha
Kagera
Morogoro
Singida, Shinyanga
Zanzibar and Pemba
Mtwara
Dodoma, Iringa
Kilimanjaro, Arusha
Arusha
Pwani
Mbeya, Rukwa
Singida
Tanga
Tanga
Arusha
Mbeya
Kagera
Mwanza
Mara
Mwanza, Mara
Tabora, Singida
Zanzibar and Pemba
Zanzibar and Pemba
Pwani
Pwani
Pwani
Dar es Salaam
Lindi
Lindi
Mtwara
Mtwara
Tanga
Tanga
Tanga
Zanzibar and Pemba
Iringa
Morogoro
Tanga
Iringa
Kilimanjaro

77 IBAs covering 167,314 km²
Criteria (see p. 11; for A2/A3 codes, see Tables 2/3)
A2
A3
A4i A4ii A4iii
105 106 108 109 110 111 s055 s056 s057 A05 A06 A07 A08 A09 A10
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

A1

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
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Map 1. Location and size of Important Bird Areas in Tanzania.
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Table 1 ... continued. Summary of Important Bird Areas in Tanzania.
IBA
code
TZ063
TZ064
TZ065
TZ066
TZ067
TZ068
TZ069
TZ070
TZ071
TZ072
TZ073
TZ074
TZ075
TZ076
TZ077

Site name
South Pare mountains
Rubeho mountains
Mount Rungwe
Udzungwa mountains
Ukaguru mountains
Uluguru mountains
Umalila mountains
East Usambara mountains
West Usambara mountains
Uvidunda mountains
Kitulo plateau
Longido Game Controlled Area
Minziro Forest Reserve
Pemba island
Ufipa plateau
Total number of IBAs qualifying:

Administrative
region
Kilimanjaro
Dodoma, Morogoro
Mbeya
Morogoro, Iringa
Morogoro
Morogoro
Mbeya
Tanga
Tanga
Morogoro
Mbeya, Iringa
Arusha, Kilimanjaro
Kagera
Zanzibar and Pemba
Rukwa

A1
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
55

77 IBAs covering 167,314 km²

Criteria (see p. 11; for A2/A3 codes, see Tables 2/3)
A2
A3
A4i A4ii A4iii
105 106 108 109 110 111 s055 s056 s057 A05 A06 A07 A08 A09 A10
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
16 1 6 5 1 9
1 2 1 1 4 22 11 14 9 38 2 14
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Table 2. The occurrence of restricted-range species at Important Bird Areas in Tanzania. Sites that meet the A2 criterion are highlighted
in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue.
105 – Tanzania–Malawi mountains Endemic Bird Area (32 species in Tanzania; 16 sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
001 003 011 013 054 055 056 057 058 059 060 061 062 063 064 065 066 067 068 069 070 071 072 073 077
✔

Xenoperdix udzungwensis
Tauraco fischeri 1

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Otus ireneae 1
Bubo vosseleri
Andropadus chlorigula

?

✔

✔

✔

Phyllastrephus alfredi
Lanius marwitzi

?

?

Laniarius fuelleborni

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

Malaconotus alius
Swynnertonia swynnertoni

✔

✔

✔

Sheppardia sharpei
Sheppardia montana

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

Sheppardia lowei
Modulatrix stictigula

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

Modulatrix orostruthus

✔

Cisticola nigriloris
Cisticola njombe

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔

✔

Apalis chariessa 1
Apalis chapini

✔

Bathmocercus winifredae

✔

Orthotomus metopias
Orthotomus moreaui

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

Anthreptes pallidigaster 1
Anthreptes rubritorques

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Nectarinia loveridgei
Nectarinia moreaui

✔

Nectarinia rufipennis

✔

Serinus whytii
Serinus melanochrous

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

Ploceus nicolli
Euplectes psammocromius

✔
?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

11

23

Poeoptera kenricki 2
Number of species recorded:

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

1

1

16

1

1

1

1

1

?

?

✔

?

✔

6

9

3

12

1

2

13

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

13

10

5

✔

?
✔
9

12

5

4

2

1. Tauraco fischeri, Otus ireneae, Apalis chariessa and Anthreptes pallidigaster also occur in EBA 111.
2. Poeoptera kenricki also occurs in EBA 109.

106 – Albertine Rift mountains Endemic Bird Area
(two species in Tanzania; one site meets the A2 criterion)
IBA code:

005

110 – Pemba Endemic Bird Area
(four species in Tanzania; one site meets the A2 criterion)
IBA code:

076

Apalis argentea

✔

Treron pembaensis

✔

Nectarinia regia
Number of species recorded:

✔

Otus pembaensis
Nectarinia pembae

✔

Zosterops vaughani
Number of species recorded:

✔

2

108 – Serengeti plains Endemic Bird Area
(six species in Tanzania; six sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
001 004 009 010 013 015 023 031 043 074
✔

Francolinus rufopictus
Agapornis fischeri

✔

✔

Trachyphonus usambiro
Prionops poliolophus
Apalis karamojae
Histurgops ruficauda
Number of species recorded:

1

✔

✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

2

6

3

5

5

1

3

109 – Kenyan mountains Endemic Bird Area
(five species in Tanzania; five sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
001 003 013 062 063

Cisticola hunteri

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Number of species recorded:

3

3

900

?

✔

Poeoptera kenricki 1
Cinnyricinclus femoralis
1. Poeoptera kenricki also occurs in EBA 105.

✔

✔

Zosterops winifredae
Euplectes jacksoni

✔

✔

✔

✔
3

2

✔

1

2

Anthreptes pallidigaster

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

Anthus sokokensis
Apalis chariessa 1
1

4

111 – East African coastal forests Endemic Bird Area
(five species in Tanzania; nine sites meet the A2 criterion)
IBA code:
011 046 047 049 054 055 056 057 066 068 070 071

Tauraco fischeri
Otus ireneae 1

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

Number of species recorded: 1

✔

✔

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

✔
1

3

1

1. Tauraco fischeri, Otus ireneae, Apalis chariessa and Anthreptes pallidigaster also occur in
EBA 105.
? Presence unconfirmed
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Destruction and alteration of natural habitats is at its greatest
in many of these habitats and is taking a toll on the unique bird
fauna as well as many other animals and plants. The Government
has a serious problem in finding the resources to manage such
extensive and important wildlife sites. While involvement of the
local community is important in achieving conservation on the
ground, some form of direct protection is needed in many areas
and regional government need to be made aware of the dangers.
Apart from their importance for biodiversity conservation, the
fragile forest habitats require protection as the source of much of
the dry-season water, on which people and livestock depend.

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
Tanzania has one of the largest bird faunas on the African
continent—as of 1993, some 1,005 bird species had been recorded
(Dowsett 1993), and more have been added since. Of these, at least
806 are resident and 192 are regular seasonal migrants, including
122 from the Palearctic.
Fifty-six species of global conservation concern are known from
Tanzania (Table 4), of which six—Circus macrourus, Falco naumanni,
Gallinago media, Crex crex, Glareola nordmanni and Acrocephalus
griseldis—are migrants from the Palearctic. Morus capensis is an
extremely rare vagrant from South Africa and Ardeola idae is a nonbreeding visitor from Madagascar. Of the remaining 48, two are
classified as Critically Endangered, two are Endangered, 24 are

Vulnerable and 20 are Near Threatened. Nineteen of these 56 species
are endemic to Tanzania and 10 occur in only one other country.
Tanzania holds parts of five Endemic Bird Areas (EBAs): the
Tanzania–Malawi mountains (EBA 105), with 32 of its 37 restrictedrange species occurring in Tanzania, the Albertine Rift mountains
(EBA 106) (two of the 37 species occur nationally), Serengeti plains
(EBA 108) (all six species), the Kenyan mountains (EBA 109) (five
of the nine species) and East African coastal forests (EBA 111) (five
of the seven species). In addition, Pemba (EBA 110) lies entirely
within Tanzania, with four restricted-range species. Lastly, there
are three Secondary Areas of bird endemism: South-west Tanzanian
swamps (s055, with Ploceus reichardi), Kilombero flood-plain (s056,
with Ploceus burnieri and two undescribed cisticolas that may prove
to be full species) and ‘Dry woodlands west of Lake Victoria’ (s057,
with Lybius rubrifacies). Of the 52 restricted range species in the
country, 22 are of global conservation concern.
Parts of six biome-restricted assemblages occur in Tanzania.
These include the Guinea–Congo Forests (A05) of which 56 species
have been recorded, the Lake Victoria Basin (A06) (11 of its species
occur), the Afrotropical Highlands (A07) (91 species), the Somali–
Masai (A08) (77 species), the East African Coast (A09) (26 species)
and the Zambezian biome (A10) (40 species).
Tanzania is also extremely important for the diversity and
number of its wetlands, freshwater, alkaline and marine, which hold
immense numbers of breeding and migrant waterbirds. Particular
mention may be made of Lake Natron, the breeding site for the
majority of the world’s population of Phoenicopterus minor.

Table 3. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Tanzania. Sites that meet the A3 criterion are
highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range are
highlighted in blue.
A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome
(56 species in Tanzania; one site meets the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
005
Francolinus lathami
Sarothrura pulchra
Columba unicincta
Psittacus erithacus
Cercococcyx mechowi
Caprimulgus nigriscapularis
Alcedo leucogaster
Ceratogymna subcylindricus
Buccanodon duchaillui
Tricholaema hirsuta
Campethera nivosa
Campethera caroli
Dendropicos xantholophus
Andropadus gracilis
Andropadus curvirostris
✔
Bleda notata
Bleda syndactyla
Ixonotus guttatus
Phyllastrephus scandens
Phyllastrephus hypochloris
Phyllastrephus icterinus
Phyllastrephus xavieri
Nicator chloris
✔
Alethe diademata
Neocossyphus fraseri
Neocossyphus poensis
Stiphrornis erythrothorax
Sheppardia cyornithopsis
Cossypha cyanocampter
Illadopsis albipectus
Illadopsis fulvescens
Apalis binotata
Apalis rufogularis
Camaroptera chloronota
Sylvietta virens
Macrosphenus flavicans

008

✔

075
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

A05 – Guinea–Congo Forests biome ... continued
(56 species in Tanzania; one site meets the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
005
Macrosphenus concolor
Hylia prasina
Myioparus griseigularis
Bias flammulatus
Platysteira jamesoni
Platysteira castanea
Terpsiphone rufiventer
Trochocercus nigromitratus
Anthreptes fraseri
Anthreptes rectirostris
Nectarinia seimundi
Nectarinia cyanolaema
Nectarinia rubescens
Nectarinia superba
Parmoptila woodhousei
Nigrita fusconota
Ploceus aurantius
Ploceus nigerrimus
✔
Malimbus rubricollis
Oriolus brachyrhynchus
Number of species recorded:
3
A06 – Lake Victoria Basin biome
(11 species in Tanzania; four sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
008 014 024
Francolinus streptophorus
✔
?
Lybius rubrifacies
✔
?
Laniarius mufumbiri
✔
Turdoides sharpei
✔
✔
?
Cisticola carruthersi
✔
Bradypterus carpalis
✔
Chloropeta gracilirostris
?
Nectarinia erythrocerca
✔
Serinus koliensis
✔
Ploceus castanops
✔
?
Nesocharis ansorgei
Number of species recorded:
3
3
4

008

075
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

2

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
53

039

075

?
✔

✔
?
?

✔
✔
2

?
?
?
✔
✔
3

901
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Tanzania. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A07 – Afrotropical Highlands biome (91 species in Tanzania; 22 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001 003 004 005 006 011 013 058 059 060 061 062 063 064 065 066 067 068 069 070 071 072 073 074 077

Buteo oreophilus
Sarothrura affinis
Xenoperdix udzungwensis
Streptopelia lugens
Tauraco hartlaubi
Bubo vosseleri
Caprimulgus poliocephalus
Schoutedenapus myoptilus
Apus niansae
Apaloderma vittatum
Merops oreobates
Pogoniulus leucomystax
Campethera tullbergi
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Coracina caesia
Andropadus masukuensis
Andropadus nigriceps
Andropadus chlorigula
Andropadus milanjensis
Phyllastrephus alfredi
Lanius marwitzi
Laniarius fuelleborni
Malaconotus alius
Monticola rufocinereus
Zoothera piaggiae
Zoothera gurneyi
Alethe fuelleborni
Swynnertonia swynnertoni
Pogonocichla stellata
Sheppardia sharpei
Sheppardia montana
Sheppardia lowei
Cossypha anomala
Cossypha semirufa
Cercomela sordida
Modulatrix orostruthus
Modulatrix stictigula
Illadopsis pyrrhoptera
Pseudoalcippe abyssinica
Cisticola chubbi
Cisticola hunteri
Cisticola nigriloris
Cisticola njombe
Apalis argentea
Apalis porphyrolaema
Apalis chapini
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Bathmocercus winifredae
Chloropeta similis
Orthotomus metopias
Orthotomus moreaui
Phylloscopus ruficapilla
Phylloscopus umbrovirens
Sylvia lugens
Dioptrornis fischeri
Trochocercus albonotatus
Anthreptes rubritorques
Nectarinia mediocris
Nectarinia regia
Nectarinia loveridgei
Nectarinia moreaui

902

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
?

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔
?

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔

✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔
✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Tanzania. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A07 – Afrotropical Highlands biome ... continued (91 species in Tanzania; 22 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001 003 004 005 006 011 013 058 059 060 061 062 063 064 065 066 067 068 069 070 071 072 073 074 077

Nectarinia rufipennis
Nectarinia tacazze
Nectarinia kilimensis
Nectarinia reichenowi
Nectarinia johnstoni

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Zosterops poliogaster
Zosterops winifredae
Serinus frontalis
Serinus hypostictus
Serinus striolatus
Serinus whytii

✔

✔

Serinus burtoni
Serinus melanochrous
Linurgus olivaceus
Cryptospiza reichenovii
Cryptospiza salvadorii
Estrilda melanotis

✔

Ploceus baglafecht
Ploceus bertrandi
Ploceus nicolli
Ploceus insignis
Euplectes psammocromius
Euplectes jacksoni
Poeoptera stuhlmanni
Poeoptera kenricki
Onychognathus walleri
Onychognathus tenuirostris
Cinnyricinclus sharpii
Cinnyricinclus femoralis

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
?

✔
?

✔

✔

✔
?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔
?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔
✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
?

✔

?
✔

✔

✔
✔

?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

?

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

?

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

Oriolus percivali
Number of species recorded:

✔
✔

38 40

26

24

2

45

36

27

23

14

33

22

28

27

32

50

27

39

25

28

36

16

4

18

20

A08 – Somali–Masai biome (77 species in Tanzania; 11 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001 002 004 006 007 009 010 011 013 015 016 023 030 031 038 043 074

Melierax poliopterus
Francolinus leucoscepus
Francolinus rufopictus
Acryllium vulturinum
Eupodotis gindiana
Pterocles decoratus
Poicephalus rufiventris
Agapornis fischeri
Agapornis personatus
Corythaixoides leucogaster
Caprimulgus fraenatus
Caprimulgus donaldsoni
Colius leucocephalus
Phoeniculus somaliensis
Rhinopomastus minor
Tockus flavirostris
Tockus deckeni
Tricholaema melanocephala
Trachyphonus erythrocephalus
Trachyphonus darnaudii
Trachyphonus usambiro
Mirafra pulpa
Mirafra hypermetra
Mirafra poecilosterna
Calandrella somalica
Pseudalaemon fremantlii
Tmetothylacus tenellus
Macronyx aurantiigula

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?
?

✔
✔

?
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
?

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
?

✔
?
✔
✔

?
✔

?
✔

✔
✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Tanzania. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A08 – Somali–Masai biome ... continued (77 species in Tanzania; 11 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
001 002 004 006 007 009 010 011 013 015 016 023 030 031 038 043 074
✔

Lanius cabanisi
Lanius dorsalis
Dryoscopus pringlii
Tchagra jamesi
Rhodophoneus cruentus

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

Prionops poliolophus
Turdus tephronotus
Turdoides aylmeri
Turdoides rubiginosus
Turdoides hypoleucus
Cisticola cinereolus

?

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

Cisticola nanus
Apalis karamojae
Calamonastes simplex
Eremomela flavicrissalis
Sylvietta isabellina
Sylvia boehmi

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔

?

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

Bradornis microrhynchus
Batis perkeo
Anthoscopus musculus
Parus fringillinus
Parus thruppi
Anthreptes orientalis

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?

✔

✔
✔
✔

?
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?
✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

Nectarinia hunteri
Nectarinia nectarinioides
Zosterops abyssinicus
Emberiza poliopleura
Serinus buchanani
Serinus dorsostriatus
Uraeginthus cyanocephalus
Uraeginthus ianthinogaster
Lonchura griseicapilla
Estrilda charmosyna
Vidua hypocherina
Vidua fischeri
Dinemellia dinemelli
Passer gongonensis
Passer suahelicus
Histurgops ruficauda
Pseudonigrita cabanisi
Ploceus castaneiceps
Ploceus spekei
Lamprotornis shelleyi
Euplectes diadematus
Lamprotornis hildebrandti
Speculipastor bicolor
Spreo fischeri
Cosmopsarus regius
Cosmopsarus unicolor
Number of species recorded:

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

?
✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

11

✔

5

✔
35

✔

3

✔
25

32

✔

✔
45

✔

✔
14

?
31

✔

16

✔
?

✔
✔

✔
?

✔

✔

✔

✔

56

✔
29

48

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

33

✔
21

✔
20

48

A09 – East African Coast biome (26 species in Tanzania; 14 sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
006 011 012 018 025 028 032 046 047 048 049 050 051 052 053 054 055 056 057 066 068 070 071 076
Circaetus fasciolatus
? ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Poicephalus cryptoxanthus
Tauraco fischeri
Otus ireneae
Halcyon senegaloides
Lybius melanopterus
Campethera mombassica
Pogoniulus simplex
Anthus sokokensis
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✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

?

✔

✔

?

?

✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
?

✔

✔

?

✔

?

?

?

?

✔
✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔

?

?

?
✔
✔

?

✔

✔

?

?

?

?

?
?

✔

✔
?

✔
✔

?

?

✔

?

?
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Table 3 ... continued. The occurrence of biome-restricted species at Important Bird Areas in Tanzania. Sites that meet the A3 criterion
are highlighted in bold. Species of global conservation concern are highlighted in bold blue. Any other species with a restricted range
are highlighted in blue.
A09 – East African Coast biome ... continued (26 species in Tanzania; 14
IBA code:
006 011 012 018 025 028 032
Phyllastrephus fischeri
?
✔ ✔
Phyllastrephus debilis
?
✔
Telophorus quadricolor
?
? ✔ ? ✔ ?
Prionops scopifrons
?
?
?
Sheppardia gunningi
Apalis chariessa
✔
Macrosphenus kretschmeri
Batis soror
✔
✔ ✔ ✔
Erythrocercus holochlorus
✔
Anthreptes reichenowi
Anthreptes neglectus
✔
?
Anthreptes pallidigaster
Nectarinia veroxii
✔ ✔
Pyrenestes minor
✔
Euplectes nigroventris
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Lamprotornis corruscus
?
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
Oriolus chlorocephalus
Number of species recorded:
5
2 2 12 7 7 6

sites meet the A3 criterion)
046 047 048 049 050 051 052 053 054 055 056 057 066 068 070
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ?
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ?
?
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ? ✔ ✔ ?
?
?
? ✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ?
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ?
?
? ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ?
✔
✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ? ✔ ✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ?
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔ ✔ ?
✔
✔
✔
?
?
✔
✔ ✔
✔ ✔
✔ ?
? ✔
✔
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ?
?
? ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
13 16 10 14 13 16 3 1 6 7 13 6 12 3 21

A10 – Zambezian biome (40 species in Tanzania; nine sites meet the A3 criterion)
IBA code:
002 006 007
Falco dickinsoni
✔ ✔ ✔
Agapornis lilianae
Centropus cupreicaudus
Merops boehmi
Coracias spatulata
✔ ✔ ✔
Tockus pallidirostris
✔ ?
Stactolaema whytii
Tricholaema frontata
Lybius minor
Dendropicos stierlingi
?
Mirafra angolensis
Macronyx fuellebornii
Lanius souzae
Monticola angolensis
? ✔ ?
Cercotrichas barbata
Myrmecocichla arnotti
✔ ✔ ✔
Turdus libyonanus
✔ ✔ ✔
Turdoides hartlaubi
Cisticola pipiens
Cisticola angusticauda
✔ ✔ ✔
Phylloscopus laurae
Calamonastes undosus
✔
Sylvietta ruficapilla
Muscicapa boehmi
Parus griseiventris
Parus rufiventris
✔
Anthreptes anchietae
Nectarinia talatala
Nectarinia oustaleti
Nectarinia manoensis
✔
Nectarinia shelleyi
✔ ✔
Serinus mennelli
Lagonosticta nitidula
Ploceus burnieri
Ploceus reichardi
?
Ploceus olivaceiceps
Vidua obtusa
✔ ✔ ?
Vidua codringtoni
Lamprotornis acuticaudus
Neocichla gutturalis
Number of species recorded:
6 11 7

014 017 018 019 024 025 033 038
✔
✔ ?
?
?
? ✔ ? ✔
✔
✔ ?
✔ ✔
✔ ? ✔
✔
✔
✔

071 076
✔
✔
?

?

✔
✔
✔
?

✔
✔

6

6

047 054 060 066 067 069 077
✔
✔ ✔ ✔

✔
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

?

?
✔

?
✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

?

?

?

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

?

✔
✔

✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

?
✔

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

?
✔

?

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔
✔

?

✔
✔

✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔

✔

?

✔

✔

?
✔

✔

10

23

✔
✔
✔

5

3

✔
✔

?

✔

14

✔
3

12

✔

3

10

✔
✔

7

3

5

14

5

? Presence unconfirmed
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CONSERVATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND
PROTECTED-AREA SYSTEM
Conservation in Tanzania dates back to 1891, during German rule,
when laws were enacted aimed at regulating off-take, hunting
methods and trade in wildlife, with some species being fully
protected. The Germans established the Selous in 1905 as the first
Game Reserve. In 1921 the British Government created the Game
Department which was followed by formal gazettement of Selous
Game Reserve in 1922, and Ngorongoro Crater and Serengeti

Table 4. The 56 species of global conservation concern that
occur regularly in Tanzania (Collar et al. 1994). The 30 globally
threatened species are highlighted in bold.
Name

Global threat status

Morus capensis
Ardeola idae
Balaeniceps rex
Phoenicopterus minor
Circaetus fasciolatus
Circus macrourus
Falco naumanni
Falco fasciinucha
Xenoperdix udzungwensis
Grus carunculatus
Crex crex
Gallinago media
Glareola nordmanni
Treron pembaensis
Agapornis fischeri
Tauraco fischeri
Otus ireneae
Otus pembaensis
Bubo vosseleri
Lybius rubrifacies
Dendropicos stierlingi
Mirafra pulpa
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Anthus sokokensis
Laniarius mufumbiri
Malaconotus alius
Prionops poliolophus
Zoothera guttata
Swynnertonia swynnertoni
Sheppardia gunningi
Sheppardia montana
Sheppardia lowei
Modulatrix orostruthus
Cisticola njombe
Apalis chariessa
Apalis argentea
Apalis karamojae
Bathmocercus winifredae
Acrocephalus griseldis
Chloropeta gracilirostris
Orthotomus moreaui
Parus fringillinus
Anthreptes reichenowi
Anthreptes pallidigaster
Anthreptes rubritorques
Nectarinia loveridgei
Nectarinia moreaui
Nectarinia rufipennis
Nectarinia pembae
Zosterops vaughani
Zosterops winifredae
Serinus melanochrous
Ploceus burnieri
Ploceus nicolli
Euplectes jacksoni
Cinnyricinclus femoralis

Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Endangered
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Critically Endangered
Vulnerable
Endangered
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Critically Endangered
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Near Threatened
Vulnerable
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Game Reserve in 1928 and 1929 respectively. The first Forest
Reserve dates back to 1895, mainly for the preservation of water
catchment.
After independence in 1961, the Government continued
extending Game Reserves and National Parks and gazetting new
ones. Several policies which guide wildlife and biodiversity
conservation in Tanzania have been formulated. These include the
Wildlife Policy of Tanzania (1998), National Forest Policy (1998),
National Beekeeping Policy (1998) and the National Fisheries
Sector Policy and Strategy Statement (1997), all under the authority
of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism, and the
National Environmental Policy (1997), administered by the Vice
President’s Office. The categories of protected area currently
recognized are:
National Park—an area of outstanding natural, archaeological
or cultural resources and/or critical water and/or soil resources
necessary to maintain ecological integrity. National Parks are
created and controlled through the National Parks Ordinance
and declared by Act of Parliament.
Game Reserve—a reserved area aimed for game production and
conservation with a good population and diversity of wildlife
and/or critical water and/or soil resources necessary to maintain
ecological integrity, and support the subsistence needs of the
communities outside the reserve boundaries.
Game Controlled Area—a wildlife protected area where wildlife
coexists with humans. Human development activities can take
place in these areas. It can be used for tourism and hunting.
Forest Reserve—a forest area, either ‘productive’, for
exploitation for timber and other forest produce, or ‘protective’,
to conserve forests and important water catchments, controlled
under the Forests Ordinance and declared by the Minister.
Nature Reserve—an area legally declared for the conservation
of genetic resources and for scientific studies.
Wildlife Management Areas—these are areas set aside by local
authorities and recognized nationally, for the purpose of
biological and natural resource conservation.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Currently there are 13 National Parks, two Marine Parks, the
Ngorongoro Conservation Area, 31 Game Reserves and 38 Game
Controlled Areas covering, in total, some 28% of the country. There
are also some 800 Forest Reserves totalling over 9% of the land
surface. Closed-forest cover, however, occupies less than 2%.
Tanzania has been fortunate in that successive governments have
realized the importance of protecting vital forest and woodland
resources and significant populations of large mammals. For the
most part, the justifiably famous National Parks and Game Reserves
in Tanzania were created to conserve spectacular concentrations
of large mammals and the rarer primates. The Serengeti National
Park is the only protected area for which there is an annotated
checklist of its birdlife. Many sites holding globally important
concentrations of waterbirds are not included in Tanzania’s
protected-area network.

INTERNATIONAL MEASURES RELEVANT TO THE
CONSERVATION OF SITES
Tanzania has ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity, the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Wildlife, the
Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention on Climate
Change, the World Heritage Convention (under which six World
Heritage Sites have been designated), the Ramsar Convention (one
Ramsar Site designated), the Convention on Migratory Species and
the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement. It also participates in
UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme and three Biosphere
Reserves have been designated. Tanzania is also signatory to the
Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of
the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region
and related protocols.

OVERVIEW OF THE INVENTORY
Tanzania’s 77 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) cover a total area of
167,314 km² or some 17.8% of Tanzania’s land area (Map 1,
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Table 1). The size of sites varies over several orders of magnitude,
from 3 ha to 5,000,000 ha. Only 44 IBAs are in protected areas,
four have part of their extent protected and 29 have no official
(legal) protection. Conspicuous among those unprotected are Lake
Natron (TZ031), the Kitulo plateau (TZ073) and most of Usangu
flood-plain (TZ038) in southern Tanzania, and the complex of
Wembere steppe (TZ043)—Lake Kitangire (TZ026)—Lake Eyasi
(TZ023) in the Eastern Rift Valley.
Some 55 sites qualify under the A1 criterion, holding significant
numbers of one or more species of global conservation concern
(Table 1). Under the A2 criterion, 16 sites qualify for the
Tanazania–Malawi mountains EBA (between them holding all 31 of
the EBA’s restricted-range species known from Tanzania), one site
qualifies for the Albertine Rift mountains EBA (holding both
species known from Tanzania), six sites for the Serengeti plains
EBA (all six species), five sites for the Kenyan mountains EBA (all
five species), a single site for Pemba EBA (all four species) and
nine sites for the East African coastal forests (all three species)—
see Table 2.
Under the A3 criterion, one site qualifies for the Guinea–Congo
Forests biome (holding 53 of the 56 species that are restricted to
this biome and that have been recorded from Tanzania), four sites
qualify for the Lake Victoria Basin biome (11 of the 12 Tanzanian
species), 22 sites for the Afrotropical Highlands biome (89 of the
91 species), 11 sites for the Somali–Masai biome (76 of the 77
species), 14 sites for the East African Coast biome (all 26 species)
and nine sites for the Zambezian biome (37 of the 40 species).
Finally, 38 sites qualify under the A4i criterion, two under A4ii,
and 14 under A4iii, all of them holding globally significant
congregations of waterbirds, seabirds or other congregatory
species.
Information on a number of sites is far from complete and for
these further work is needed to, amongst other things, identify or
refine site boundaries. Many of the coastal forest sites and some of
those in the Eastern Arc mountains are, for example, made up of a
number of non-contiguous Forest Reserves, some or most of which
have not been surveyed; amendments to the site accounts given
here will doubtless be necessary as further information becomes
available. In addition, there are areas of Tanzania which remain
ornithologically little explored or unexplored, and more sites are
therefore likely to be added to this inventory.
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GLOSSARY
mbuga water-receiving depressions covered with grassland and wooded
grassland on seasonally saturated, black, cracking, clay soils.
miombo mainly deciduous broadleaved woodland, dominated by trees of
Brachystegia and Julbernardia.

■ SITE ACCOUNTS
Arusha National Park
Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 03°15’S 37°00’E
Area 13,700 ha
Altitude 1,400–4,565 m

TZ001
A1, A2 (109), A3 (A07), A4i, A4iii
National Park,
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Arusha National Park covers the eastern portion of Mount Meru and
extends 16 km to the east of the mountain. The site lies to the east of
the Rift Valley and to the west of Mount Kilimanjaro (TZ003). The
park encompasses a wide variety of habitats including montane forest
similar to that on Mount Kilimanjaro, characterized by Diospyros
abyssinica, Olea welwitschii, O. hochstetteri and O. africana, and several
freshwater and alkaline lakes, ponds and swamps. The IBA also includes
lower and mid-altitude forest lying outside the park in Forest Reserves.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The site is known to
support at least 411 species, including Ardeola idae, as a non-breeding
visitor in small numbers, and one species of the Serengeti plains EBA,
as well as 11 species of the Somali–Masai biome (see Tables 2 and 3).
The National Park is the only protected area utilized by the dwindling
East African population of Oxyura maccoa which winters on the large
alkaline lakes and breeds in the small, secluded freshwater ponds and
swamps. The mountain streams hold Anas sparsa and the towering
cliffs support a large population of Apus niansae and two pairs of
Gypaetus barbatus. Apus horus and Merops bullockoides share nestsites along the riverbanks, while the swamp on the floor of Ngurdoto

Crater provides a safe nest-site for Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis.
There are important populations of montane forest birds in the natural
forest including Poicephalus gulielmi, Apaloderma vittatum and
Linurgus olivaceus.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
Parus fringillinus
Agapornis fischeri
Cinnyricinclus femoralis
A2 (109) Kenya mountains EBA: Three of the five species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 38 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Tachybaptus ruficollis
—
623 (1995)
Phoenicopterus minor
—
220,000 (1992)
Oxyura maccoa
—
427 (1995)
Netta erythrophthalma
—
800 (1995–1996)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
A population of Loxodonta africana (EN) occurs in the park, while
Lycaon pictus (EN) is an occasional visitor. The commonest duiker in
the forest is Cephalophus harveyi (LR/cd).
■ Conservation issues
Whilst natural forest inside the National Park is protected, forest areas
in adjacent Forest Reserves are vulnerable to degradation and should be
included within the boundaries of the National Park. The Momela lakes,
on the edge of the National Park, are threatened by chemical run-off
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from nearby farms. This threat is likely to intensify as higher agricultural
yields are required to meet the needs of a growing population.
The National Park has a relatively small area and is becoming
increasingly isolated as surrounding land is developed for agriculture.
The long-term viability of this park, particularly for the majority of
large mammals, would be enhanced by creating a corridor to the north–
north-east linking it with the extensive areas of Acacia-dominated
woodland which continue north to the Kenyan border and to the
foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro.

■ Further reading
Campbell (1989), Moreau (1943, 1947), Rodgers (1982).

Mount Kilimanjaro
Admin region Kilimanjaro
Coordinates 03°05’S 37°20’E
Area 166,100 ha
Altitude 1,250–5,895 m

TZ003
A1, A2 (109), A3 (A07)
National Park, Game Reserve,
Forest Reserve, World Heritage Site

■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Beesley (1972), Neuman (1992), TANAPA (1987).

Katavi National Park
Admin region Rukwa
Coordinates 06°45’S 31°50’E
Area 323,000 ha Altitude 500–1,250 m

TZ002
A3 (A10), A4i
National Park

■ Site description
Katavi lies south-east of Mahali Mountain National Park (TZ005),
40 km east of Lake Tanganyika at Karema, and extends eastwards
around the northern shoulder of the Ufipa plateau towards Lake Rukwa
(TZ033). The original National Park covered an area of seasonally
inundated flood-plain grassland with an associated series of small lakes
and swamps, and areas of miombo woodland to the south and west.
The park has recently been doubled in size to incorporate more of the
wide Kafufu river valley to the west and south-west. It now abuts Mlele
Game Controlled Area, which is contiguous with Lukwati Game
Reserve, which in turn meets Lake Rukwa. The north-eastern boundary
of the park runs along the Mulele Hills which rise (outside the park) to
over 1,500 m. The western area of the park forms the eastern boundary
of the Karema Gap, a zoogeographical boundary between the
Tanzania–Malawi mountains Endemic Bird Area (EBA 105) and the
Albertine Rift mountains (EBA 106) to the north-west.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The site is in an area of southwestern Tanzania that is ornithologically poorly known. A full species
checklist is not available, but is likely to exceed 400 species. Regular
monitoring of waterbirds is likely to reveal that the site regularly holds
more than 1% of the biogeographic populations of Pelecanus
onocrotalus, Ardeola ralloides, Anastomus lamelligerus and Plegadis
falcinellus, but data are not yet available.
There are few records of Falco naumanni, but it may be seasonally
common on passage. Similarly, Circus macrourus is known from very
few records, but the site is within its passage and wintering range.
Gallinago media is likely to occur, but there have been no confirmed
records. There is a single record of Balaeniceps rex from 1996.
The park may support a population of the restricted-range Ploceus
reichardi (the distribution of which defines Secondary Area s055),
which is known from similar habitat to the west and east. However,
there have only been unconfirmed records as yet. In addition, five
species of the Somali–Masai biome have been recorded (see Table 3).
Key species
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: Six of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Rynchops flavirostris
—
300 (1998)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Among mammals, Loxodonta africana (EN) occur in reasonable
numbers and Panthera leo (VU) are found throughout the area.
■ Conservation issues
The recent expansion of the park’s boundaries has enhanced its value
and viability substantially. Should any further expansion be
considered, the incorporation of the Mulele Hills and the area to the
north-west along the Katuma river would be of biodiversity
conservation benefit and protect valuable water catchments. The area
remains sparsely populated and there are few apparent threats to the
park’s habitats. However, commercial poaching presents a serious
threat to the large mammals and trees within the park.
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■ Site description
Kilimanjaro is one of the largest isolated mountains in the world and is
the highest in Africa, dominating the surrounding central plateau
country. Mount Kilimanjaro National Park lies above the 2,700 m
contour, which is virtually the upper altitudinal limit of forest. Montane
forest occurs between 1,700 m and 2,800 m with a downward extension
to 1,250 m in the south-west along the Sanya river. In the north there is
an 8 km wide corridor of dry woodland linking the forest with bushland
in the Longido Game Controlled Area (TZ074). In the east and south
the lower slopes are densely cultivated, but in the drier west there are
large estates and ranches with some remaining natural habitat.
Plantations of exotic pines Pinus dominate the northern and northwestern slopes.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Of relatively recent origin,
the forest on Kilimanjaro holds few of the rarer species associated
with the older forests of the Eastern Arc mountains. Cinnyricinclus
femoralis is resident in forest on the southern and western slopes. The
western slopes are important for the passage of Falco naumanni, with
hundreds and possibly thousands of birds moving through, and for
Circus macrourus, with several hundred birds thought to pass through.
In addition, Ardeola idae is an irregular visitor to swamps and ponds
at the foot of the mountain; Falco fasciinucha is known from two old
sight records on the east of the mountain; Crex crex is known from
four recent April/May records from the south-western foothills.
Among the montane forest birds Bostrychia olivacea is notable as it
has a restricted distribution and is rare wherever it occurs. Alpine
species include Cercomela sordida and Nectarinia johnstoni, which are
restricted to East Africa, and more widespread species such as Gypaetus
barbatus and Tachymarptis melba. A range of birds more typical of
coastal forest are found along the Sanya river including Telophorus
quadricolor, Macrosphenus kretschmeri and Andropadus importunus.
Permanent and seasonal swamps fed by the mountain provide breeding
habitat for several uncommon species including Thalassornis
leuconotus, Circus ranivorus, Porphyrio porphyrio and Gallinula
angulata.
Key species
A1
Circus macrourus
Cinnyricinclus femoralis
Falco naumanni
A2 (109) Kenya mountains EBA: Three of the five species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 40 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
An isolated population of elephant Loxodonta africana (EN) occurs.
There are one endemic species of shrew, four endemic species and
subspecies of butterfly, six endemic plants, and 12 endemic mosses
and liverworts. Levels of endemism are highest in the moorland and
alpine areas.
■ Conservation issues
Huge, regular fires are a key threat in the National Park. There is
increasing evidence that montane forest has retreated downslope, by
up to 8 km in some localities, as a result of continued burning at
higher elevations. Most fires are started close to routes used by
tourists. There is continued concern about habitat degradation and
loss in the Forest Reserves and illegal cultivation, logging, grazing,
unsustainable honey gathering, pole-cutting and collection of
firewood. However, the greatest damage to forest in recent years has
been the clearance of large areas of natural tree cover to create
monocultures of exotic pines.
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■ Further reading
Beck et al. (1986), Cordeiro (1993, 1994), Dowsett (1977), Greenway (1965),
Lamprey (1965), Lusigi (1992), Moreau (1936, 1944), Moreau and Moreau
(1939), Newmark (1991), Rundel et al. (1994), WCMC (1995), WWF/IUCN
(1994–1997).

Lake Manyara National Park
Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 03°40’S 35°50’E
Area 109,699 ha
Altitude 960–2,040 m

TZ004

A1, A2 (108), A3 (A07, A08), A4i, A4iii
National Park, Forest Reserve,
Biosphere Reserve, Unprotected

■ Site description
The site encompasses Lake Manyara National Park, the part of the
lake which falls outside the park and the Marang Forest Reserve on
the escarpment above the park. Lake Manyara is 40 km long by 13 km
wide and is oriented almost north–south along the western margin of
the Eastern Rift, some 85 km south of Lake Natron (TZ031). The
escarpment rises 900 m above the level of the lake leaving a narrow
western shore of Acacia–Commiphora woodland with sizeable stands
of groundwater forest dominated by Trichilia roka with Croton
macrostachyus and Cordia africana. The lake is generally saline (pH
levels vary with rainfall) with areas of fresher water where perennial
streams flow into the lake. The largest of these is the Simba river which
drains from the Ngorongoro Highlands to the north-west and the
Makayuni river which flows in from the east. There are extensive
swamps in the north and smaller ones elsewhere associated with the
minor rivers flowing off the escarpment. The level of the lake fluctuates
considerably between seasons and between years and is occasionally
reduced to a relatively small saline pool. On the escarpment, the
Marang forest is composed of montane vegetation dominated by Olea
capensis, Albizia gummifera, Podocarpus latifolius and Macaranga sp.
The drier plateau forest contains Bersama abyssinica and Clausena
anisata with Croton sp. and Olea africana as canopy dominants.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The groundwater forest
to the north of the lake, and largely within the National Park, is a
well-known breeding site for thousands of Pelecanus rufescens and
Mycteria ibis along with much smaller numbers of Leptoptilos
crumeniferus and Ardea cinerea. The lake holds huge numbers of
Phoenicopterus minor with nearly 2 million birds recorded in 1991.
However, only 78,320 birds were counted in 1994. Observations of
Porzana porzana and Anthus cervinus suggest the muddy margins of
the lake provide important feeding habitat for long-distant migrants.
Histurgops ruficauda is locally common to the east of the lake, but
uncommon within the park, especially during periods of high water
when open grassland is inundated.
Several other species of global conservation concern have been
reported: Ardeola idae is infrequently recorded the northern swamps;
Falco naumanni occurs on the plains east of the lake, with a flock of
400 recorded in 1961, and Circus macrourus are uncommon in the same
area; a single Falco fasciinucha was recorded from the park in 1961.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
Agapornis fischeri
A2 (108) Serengeti plains EBA: Two of the six species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 26 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 35 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Pelecanus onocrotalus
—
200,000+ (1991)
Mycteria ibis
—
1,020 (1995)
Phoenicopterus minor
—
1,900,000 (1991)
Phoenicopterus ruber
—
40,000
Anas clypeata
—
4,650 (1995)
Himantopus himantopus
—
8,367 (1995)
Recurvirostra avosetta
—
4,940 (1995)
Charadrius pallidus
—
619 (1995)
Charadrius asiaticus
—
3,302 (1995)
Calidris minuta
—
78,675 (1995)

A4i ... continued
Breeding (pairs)
Philomachus pugnax
—
Tringa stagnatilis
—
Chlidonias leucopterus
—
Sterna nilotica
—
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur at this site.

Non-breeding
45,486 (1995)
2,441 (1995)
3,283 (1995)
1,566 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There is an important population of Loxodonta africana (EN) within
the National Park and Marang Forest Reserve. There are a few prides
of Panthera leo (VU) within the National Park.
■ Conservation issues
The north-western quarter of the lake, including some of the important
swamp in the north and the groundwater forest, is well protected within
the Lake Manyara National Park. The eastern and southern shores
are unprotected and are utilized by Masai tribesmen and their stock.
The land to the north-east lies within the Mto wa Mbu Game
Controlled Area which regulates the hunting of wild animals along
the shoreline, but offers no habitat protection. The entire lake and
parts of the eastern shore should be given stronger protection. There
is anecdotal evidence to suggest that the inflow of freshwater to the
lake has declined as a result of increased irrigation, higher levels of
tourism, increasing population demographics, especially in Mto wa
Mbu, and general deforestation and land degradation, particularly
on the plateau to the west of the park. There is also concern that
deforestation is leading to increased siltation of the lake. Marang is
an important catchment forest and is under considerable pressure from
villagers in the Mbulu Highlands. The Forest Reserve is currently being
incorporated into the National Park.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Greenway and Vesey-Fitzgerald (1969), Mwalyosi and Yanda
(1989), Prins (in prep.), Ruelling (1991), Snelson (1986).

Mahali Mountain National Park
Admin region Kigoma
Coordinates 06°12’S 29°50’E
Area 323,000 ha Altitude 500–1,250 m

TZ005
A1, A2 (106), A3 (A07)
National Park

■ Site description
The National Park occupies the mountainous bulge that protrudes into
Lake Tanganyika along its eastern shoreline. The mainly grass-covered
mountain ridge that runs parallel to the lake is forested in parts with
rich gallery forest extending down the many watercourses. Some of these
forested valleys have extensive stands of bamboo. The lower slopes are
cloaked in tall Brachystegia woodland which dominates the western
and drier eastern areas. The south-western and southern tip of the
peninsular are dominated by smaller Brachystegia woodland.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The area is relatively poorly
known ornithologically. A draft species list includes only 214 species,
reflecting a paucity of fieldwork rather than low species-richness. These
include three Guinea–Congo Forests biome species (see Table 3). There
is some evidence that this site has ornithological affinities with the
highlands of the Albertine Rift rather than the Ufipa plateau in southwestern Tanzania. An endemic subspecies of the globally threatened
Apalis argentea is present at the site. Endemic subspecies of
Phyllastrephus flavostriatus, Andropadus tephrolaemus, Platysteira
concreta, Alethe poliocephala, Sheppardia bocagei and Phylloscopus
ruficapilla, and an endemic race of Nectarinia regia also occur. A new
subspecies of Anthoscopus caroli was described from the site in the
1960s. The highland-forest Poeoptera stuhlmanni is only known in
Tanzania from Mahali, as is the enigmatic Bradypterus alfredi.
Key species
A1
Apalis argentea
A2 (106) Albertine Rift mountains EBA: Both species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 24 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
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■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The park was created to protect a large population of Pan trogolodytes
(EN).
■ Conservation issues
This is one of the few protected areas in Tanzania that is not under
pressure from agricultural encroachment along its borders. The extensive
woodlands and forested river valleys to the east of the park are virtually
uninhabited. While the habitat to the east of the park still has a low
human density, it would be opportune to extend the park eastwards to
include the potentially important water catchment of the Mwesi and
Sitwe Hills, with their forested valleys. This would protect further habitat
for Pan trogolodytes and known populations of Apalis argentea. It could
also be used to increase tourism in the area by providing a road link
between Mahali and Katavi National Park (TZ002).
■ Further reading
Moreau (1941, 1943), Ulfstrand (1960b), Ulfstrand and Lamprey (1960),
Williams (1950).

Mikumi National Park
Admin region Morogoro
Coordinates 07°10’S 37°10’E
Area 323,000 ha Altitude 500–1,250 m

TZ006
A3 (A10)
National Park

■ Site description
The site occupies a lowland area between several mountain chains. It
is surrounded by the Rubeho mountains (TZ064) to the north-west,
the Ukaguru mountains (TZ067) to the north, the Uluguru mountains
(TZ068) to the north-east, the Udzungwa mountains (TZ066) to the
south-west, with the Uvidunda mountains (TZ072) to the west. The
main feature of Mikumi National Park is the flood-plain of the Mkata
river, with its swamps and pools, which flows north through the park,
draining mountains to the west. The main road linking Dar es Salaam
and Zambia passes through the park, skirting the flood-plain to the
north and a range of low hills to the south. These hills are covered
with miombo woodland with extensive areas of riverine forest,
characteristic of the coastal lowlands in the valleys. To the south these
hills rise to 1,250 m at Mount Malundwe, covered by montane forest,
and further south they border the Selous Game Reserve (TZ018).
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. No species list exists for the park,
but some 393 species are known to occur in the area. Falco naumanni
is a regular passage migrant in March and April, but there have been
no records of large flocks or wintering birds. There are few records of
Crex crex, but the flood-plain offers much suitable habitat for passage
birds on their northward journey. Ardeola idae has been rarely
recorded from the few permanent ponds. There are a few passage
records of Circus macrourus and one of Acrocephalus griseldis from
just outside the park; much suitable habitat exists within it.
Dendropicos stierlingi is an uncommon bird in the west of the Selous,
to the south of Mikumi, and may occur in the south of the park.
Although there have been no records of Circaetus fasciolatus it is
expected to occur in riverine forest. Two species of the Afrotropical
Highlands, three of the Somali–Masai and five of the East African
Coast biomes all occur (see Table 3). Mikumi is one of few areas where
nominally allopatric members of a superspecies clearly overlap. Hence
both Tockus pallidirostris and Tockus nasutus are common and Falco
ardosiaceus occurs alongside the commoner Falco dickinsoni. The
riverine forest holds Anthreptes neglectus, Ploceus bicolor and Dicrurus
ludwigii and probably contains many other species more typical of
coastal forest. A population of the uncommon Jynx ruficollis is known
from woodland along the park boundary.
Key species
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 11 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Populations of Loxodonta africana (EN) and Lycaon pictus (EN) occur,
the latter seen more rarely since the mid-1990s. Panthera leo (VU) is
resident.
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■ Conservation issues
Mikumi National Park was gazetted in 1964, with extensions to the
north and south added in 1975. Being reasonably close to major
population centres, having a trunk road running through the park
and another major road forming part of the western boundary,
Mikumi is subject to much illegal entry. Recently, tree poaching has
become a problem. Stocks of commercial tree species such as mninga
Pterocarpus angolensis are being depleted in adjacent public lands
without any attempt to replant or control the harvest. Forest habitats
adjacent to the park, some of which are Forest Reserves, should be
brought within the National Park.
■ Further reading
Lyaruu (1992), Newmark et al. (1996), Senzota and Mtahiko (1990).

Ruaha National Park
Admin region Iringa, Mbeya
Coordinates 07°30’S 34°30’E
Area 1,300,000 ha Altitude 750–1,900 m

TZ007
A3 (A08), A4i
National Park

■ Site description
The National Park lies on the western bank of the Great Ruaha river
in the rain-shadow of the Udzungwa mountains (TZ066), which lie
some 80 km to the south-east. The western boundary is formed by the
Rungwa Game Reserve. The site is largely a dry habitat southern
extension of the Masai steppe. Average annual rainfall is only about
520 mm, making it one of the driest protected areas in Tanzania. The
Great Ruaha river runs for 130 km along the south-eastern boundary
and is perennial, drying out only in the driest of years. The southern
and western areas of the park are mainly miombo woodland dominated
by Brachystegia. This grades into Commiphora–Combretum woodland
in the north-east with extensive areas of Terminalia- and Adansoniadominated plains in the central areas.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Some 410 species have been
recorded for the park, but this figure is almost certainly incomplete as
only the main tourist areas are well known. This total includes seven
species of the Zambezian biome (see Table 3). Ruaha holds important
populations of two Tanzanian endemics of the dry central plateau—
both Cosmopsarus unicolor and Agapornis personatus are reasonably
common. Large flocks of Ciconia ciconia and Ciconia abdimii frequent
the park when conditions are suitable and especially on passage. In the
past, significant numbers of Falco eleonorae occurred, but there are few
recent records.
Key species
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 25 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Vanellus albiceps
—
500 (1997)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
A large population of elephant Loxodonta africana (EN) occurs, but
the population of rhino Diceros bicornis (CR) was wiped out by poachers
during the early 1980s. An important population of Lycaon pictus (EN)
is present and there are large populations of Tragelaphus strepiceros
(LR/cd) and T. imberbis (LR/cd). A small remnant herd of Hippotragus
equinus (LR/cd) occurs and H. niger (LR/cd) is not uncommon in the
miombo woodland. The park represents the southern limit of the tortoise
Malacochersus tornieri (VU), an East African endemic.
■ Conservation issues
The National Park was established in 1964 by detachment from
Rungwa Game Reserve to protect an important population of elephant
and rhino. There are considerable concerns about rainfall in the
Kipengire mountains catchment area of the Great Ruaha river. There
have been recent attempts to upgrade the Game Controlled Area
upstream of the National Park to Game Reserve Status. This is
intended to help protect parts of the Usangu flats (TZ038) and would
also enhance the biodiversity values of Ruaha National Park. There
is a wedge of land downstream of the park and north of the Ruaha
river that extends to the shore of Mtera reservoir (TZ029). This land
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should be considered for incorporation into the National Park. It
would provide a safe corridor for the movement of large mammals to
permanent water in years of drought and protect part of the shoreline
of Mtera from erosion, as well as increasing the value of the park and
creating further opportunities for tourism.

■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Barns (1985), Bjornstad (1976), Turner (1978).

Rubondo Island National Park
Admin region Mwanza
Coordinates 02°20’S 31°50’E
Area 45,700 ha Altitude 1,134–1,381 m

TZ008
A3 (A06), A4i
National Park

■ Site description
The National Park consists of a main island, 12 much smaller islands
and the expanse of water around them. These islands are situated in
the south-western corner of Lake Victoria to the north of Emin Pasha
Gulf. The islands are forested, with large grassy glades on the main
island. The shorelines are a mix of narrow sandy beaches, rock, forestedge and isolated stands of papyrus Cyperus papyrus.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. No species list exists for the park.
Two species of the Guinea–Congo Forests biome have been recorded
(see Table 3). The smaller islands provide safe nesting sites for species
which would formally have bred on the nearby mainland. Ardea goliath
occurs in noteworthy numbers with a count of 107 birds, including 12
active nests, in January 1995. During January 1995, some 638
Haliaeetus vocifer were counted within the park, including a single
concentration of 166 birds. This is a far higher density than has been
recorded elsewhere on Lake Victoria. Numbers of other colonial
waterbirds such as Phalacrocorax africanus and Threskiornis
aethiopicus may well exceed 1% thresholds seasonally, but no counts
have been made. Rubondo main island holds a wide variety of other
species, including huge breeding colonies of four species of Ploceus
weavers and a relatively dense population of Circaetus cinerascens
which are rare in East Africa. During January 1995, an unidentified
Batis flycatcher was recorded in forest on the main island.
Key species
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Three of the 11 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Phalacrocorax carbo
—
7,697 (1995)
Egretta garzetta
—
4,201 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Small populations of endangered mammals were released on the main
island during the 1970s including Diceros bicornis (CR), Loxodonta
africana (EN) and Pan trogolodytes (EN). Tragelaphus spekii (LR/nt)
are common on the main island, as is Lutra maculicollis (VU).
■ Conservation issues
A former Game Reserve, the National Park was established in 1977.
The main island is well protected from illegal exploitation by the
expanse of water separating it from the heavily populated mainland.
The only known threat is the gradual degradation of Lake Victoria.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Rodgers et al. (1979).

Serengeti National Park

TZ009

Admin region Shinyanga, Mara
Coordinates 02°25’S 34°50’E
A1, A2 (108), A3 (A08), A4i, A4iii
Area 1,476,300 ha
National Park, World Heritage Site,
Altitude 1,200–2,177 m
Biosphere Reserve

■ Site description
Lying between Lake Victoria to the west and the Eastern Rift Valley,
this famous National Park is part of the East African central plateau.

The park is bordered to the north by the Masai Mara Reserve (IBA
KE050), to the north-west by the Ikorongo Game Reserve. To the
south-west the Serengeti borders the extensive Maswa Game Reserve
(TZ015) and to the east Ngorongoro Conservation Area (TZ013).
Land sloping westward from Ngorongoro is primarily short-grass
plains. This habitat gives way to long-grass plains and various forms
of wooded and bushed grassland to the west and north, dominated by
Acacia thorn-trees. There are extensive thickets of Acacia
drepanolobium in the south-west and rich riverine forest along the
Grumeti river. Rock kopjes are a feature of the open grassland and
rocky hills form ridges in central and western areas. There are few
wetlands, but there are many small seasonal rain-fed pools. The park
drains westward towards Lake Victoria, the main rivers being the
Mbalageti and Grumeti while the larger Mara river passes through
the northern section close to the Kenyan border.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Estimates of the number
of species recorded from the park vary from 458 (Sinclair and Arcese
1995) to 505 (Schmidl 1982). A further 18 species were added to
Schmidl’s list in 1990 of which two, Glareola nordmanni and Apalis
karamojae, are of global conservation concern. Ardeola idae is a regular
visitor in low numbers. The status of Circus macrourus is unclear as
there are few dated records, although it has been described as locally
common. Gallinago media has been recorded in November and
December around rain-fed pools. There is a single record of Hirundo
atrocaerulea from 1994.
A remarkable feature of the avifauna is that three Tanzanian
endemics occur in substantial numbers yet none has so far been recorded
across the Kenya border in the Masai Mara. Two of these, Francolinus
rufopictus and Histurgops ruficauda, are not considered globally
threatened. Agapornis fischeri is locally common in mature Acacia
woodland, a habitat in which Parus fringillinus is also frequent. Flocks
of Prionops poliolophus have been noted from Acacia robusta woodland
along the Duma river and the lower slopes of the Varichoro Hills. Apalis
karamojae occurs in habitat where Acacia drepanolobium is well
represented. Phoenicopterus minor are regular visitors to Lake Lagarja,
but numbers fluctuate widely depending on water and salinity levels in
other Rift Valley lakes as well as in Lagarja. Seasonal pools are important
breeding sites for species such as Recurvirostra avosetta and Himantopus
himantopus. The park is an important feeding area for Gyps rueppellii.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
Prionops poliolophus
Falco naumanni
Apalis karamojae
Glareola nordmanni
Parus fringillinus
Agapornis fischeri
A2 (108) Serengeti plains EBA: All six of the species of this EBA that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 32 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Phoenicopterus minor
—
150,000 (1964)
Glareola nordmanni
—
120
Sterna nilotica
—
1,000+ (1990)
Chlidonias leucopterus
—
10,000+ (1990)
Charadrius asiaticus
—
“several thousands” (1989)
Vanellus melanopterus
—
1,000+ (1998)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur regularly at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The Serengeti ecosystem holds the largest remaining concentration of
large mammals in the world, more than 2.5 million animals. The
remaining six individuals of Diceros bicornis (CR) are seriously
threatened. There are relatively small populations of Loxodonta
africana (EN) and a few Lycaon pictus (EN) may still occur. Panthera
leo (VU) and Acinonyx jubatus (VU) are found in reasonable numbers.
■ Conservation issues
The Serengeti was designated a protected area in 1940, becoming
Tanzania’s first National Park in 1951. The Government of Tanzania
continues to upgrade the quality of the ‘buffer zone’ around the
Serengeti and has recently established the Grumeti and Ikorongo
Game Reserves, an increase in protected status for these areas from
the largely ineffective Game Controlled Areas. An increasing human
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population around the park, particularly in western areas, is a threat
and leads to increasing isolation of the site. A proposal to build a
railway linking Musoma with Arusha to carry Ugandan goods to
Tanga rather than Mombasa is a potential threat.

■ Further reading
Banyikwa (1989), Dublin (1991), Folse (1982), Mundy et al. (1992), NortonGriffiths et al. (1975), Pennycuick (1976, 1983), Schmidl (1982), Sinclair (1978),
Sinclair and Arcese (1995), Sinclair and Norton-Griffiths (1979), Stronach
(1990, 1991)

Tarangire National Park
Admin region Arusha, Dodoma
Coordinates 03°50’S 36°00’E
Area 260,000 ha Altitude 1,100 m

TZ010

disperse to the north, south and, especially, east into the Masai steppe
where the Simanjiro plains provide a short-grass calving ground for
zebra and wildebeest. Agricultural encroachment along these
migration routes is of major concern and, if left unchecked, will isolate
the park. Without the assemblage of large mammals the vegetation
and consequently the bird fauna will also alter. Agricultural
development to the east of the park must be curtailed or zoned to
allow easy movement of ungulates between the Simanjiro plains and
the park. Land issues are already the major concern of the Masai and
present tensions will only increase if there is no clear policy relating to
cultivation of the traditionally pastoral steppe.

■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Lamprey (1963, 1964), Tarangire Conservation Project (1997).

A1, A2 (108), A3 (A08), A4i
National Park

Udzungwa National Park
■ Site description
Tarangire National Park is named after the Tarangire river which
flows northwards through the park before discharging into Lake
Burungi, which lies just outside the park boundary to the north-west.
The rolling hills and swamps are typical of the Masai steppe country
to the east and south. The northern sector of the park is dominated
by Acacia tortilis woodland and scattered baobab Adansonia trees.
Other habitat zones include Acacia–Commiphora and Combretum–
Dalbergia woodland. The extensive swamps are seasonal and wellvegetated with little open water. Mature stands of Balanites aegyptiaca
often dominate swamp edge and riverine vegetation. There are few
large hills within the park; Lolkisale (2,132 m) lies just to the east
with the Sangaiwe Hills and Mount Kwaraha (2,415 m) beyond the
western border. Average rainfall is only 600 mm/year.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. There is no species list for
the park; the total is likely to exceed 450 species. Globally threatened
species include Falco naumanni, which occurs in flocks of hundreds in
April, following the start of the rains when invertebrate food-supplies
are abundant and the park provides secure roost-sites. A single record
of Apalis karamojae from 1998 may represent a range extension for
this species. Parus fringillinus breeds at low densities in the south-east
of the park, the western edge of the range of its central plateau
population. Three Tanzanian endemics, Agapornis personatus,
Cosmopsarus unicolor and Histurgops ruficauda, have substantial
populations within the park and a fourth, Agapornis fischeri, is a
regular visitor. Of special interest are the relatively high numbers of
Anthus caffer, a local and rare species in East Africa. Ephippiorhynchus
senegalensis is reasonably common, with up to 16 adult birds having
been seen on the edge of Silale swamp. Although the park is only
30 km from the wall of the Eastern Rift, it is nevertheless outside the
volcanic belt and forms the western limit for many birds typical of the
Somali–Masai biome.
Key species
A1
Falco naumanni
Apalis karamojae
Agapornis fischeri
Parus fringillinus
A2 (108) Serengeti plains EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 45 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Leptoptilos crumeniferus
—
10,000
Glareola pratincola
—
2,000+

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
An estimated 3,000 elephant Loxodonta africana (EN) are present in
the Tarangire ecosystem. Panthera leo (VU) are resident while Lycaon
pictus (EN) are frequently observed in the south-east and Acinonyx
jubatus (VU) are frequent visitors. The population of the rhino Diceros
bicornis (CR) was wiped out by poachers by the mid-1980s.
■ Conservation issues
This park was gazetted in June 1970, having been a Game Reserve
since 1957. It was established primarily to protect a vital dry-season
habitat for ungulates, rhinoceros and elephant. These mammals
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Admin region Iringa, Morogoro
Coordinates 07°50’S 36°45’E
Area 199,000 ha Altitude 400–2,576 m

TZ011
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
National Park

■ Site description
The National Park rises to 2,576 m at Mount Luhombero and 2,111 m
at Mwanihana. The majority of the park is forested and the eastern
escarpment has continuous forest across one of the largest altitudinal
ranges in Africa. On the western margins the forest changes to a high
grassland plateau, which may in part have been created by
agriculturists and be maintained by fire. Before the advent of modern
agriculture there was a continuous belt of woodland and forest from
the Kilombero valley to the east to the top of the escarpment and on
the mountain peaks further to the west. Vehicular access from the
west to the high grassland plateau has always been difficult and, apart
from the present village of Udekwa, few people have lived in the area
in recent times. Average annual rainfall is 2,000–2,500 mm.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. No checklist exists for the
National Park. Although there has been considerable fieldwork in
the Udzungwa mountains in recent years, virtually none has been
conducted within the park boundary since the area was gazetted. A
few birds that are likely to occur have, therefore, not yet been recorded
within the park boundary. There are, however, recent sightings of
Xenoperdix udzungwensis from near Mount Luhombero, in the park.
Circaetus fasciolatus is resident at low densities in low altitude forest
at the foot of the east-facing escarpment. In the forest interior
Swynnertonia swynnertoni is rare between 1,000–1,200 m, Modulatrix
orostruthus occurs above 1,300 m, and Apalis chariessa is uncommon.
Bathmocercus winifredae is locally frequent in forest undergrowth at
1,300–1,700 m. Three species of threatened sunbird occur, with
Anthreptes rubritorques uncommon in forest interior above 850 m,
Nectarinia rufipennis fairly common in forest at 600–1,700 m, and
Nectarinia moreaui relatively common. Several species of global
conservation concern have not been recorded from the park, but are
expected to occur. These include Bubo vosseleri, Hirundo atrocaerulea,
Sheppardia lowei and Cisticola njombe.
The northward extension of the park to the southern bank of the
Ruaha river includes Somali–Masai habitat associated with the dry
central plateau and two Tanzanian endemics, Cosmopsarus unicolor
and Agapornis personatus, occur. Fourteen species of the Somali–
Masai biome and two of the East African Coast biome have been
recorded; see Table 3. The combination of this dry country habitat
with highland grassland, mountain forest and lowland forest and
woodland ensures a high species-richness in the park.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Bathmocercus winifredae
Xenoperdix udzungwensis
Anthreptes rubritorques
Swynnertonia swynnertoni
Nectarinia rufipennis
Modulatrix orostruthus
Nectarinia moreaui
Apalis chariessa
Ploceus nicolli
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 16 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 45 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
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■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The park holds populations of six primates, of which Cercocebus
galeritus sanjei and Procolobus badius gordonorum are endemic to the
Udzungwa mountains. Loxodonta africana (EN) and Syncerus caffer
(LR/cd) occur, and the forest holds Cephalophus monticola, C.
natalensis (LR/cd) and C. spadix (VU).
■ Conservation issues
The Udzungwa National Park was created in 1990 by excising land
from Mwanihana, Kilombero Scarp and Matundu Forest Reserves.
Considerable problems arose for local people at the foot of the eastfacing escarpment when the park was gazetted and their access to the
forest was stopped. The woodland and lowland forest on public land
has been heavily exploited and little remains. The park authorities,
with considerable support from the World Wide Fund for Nature,
have an extensive tree-planting and community development
programme to help alleviate resource-exploitation problems in the
area. To reduce further the fuelwood problem, an agreement has been
made between the District Council and TANAPA to allow local
villagers to collect dead wood from within the park twice a week. The
lack of low altitude forest is of special concern to birds that must
move downslope during the cooler seasons when invertebrate food
becomes scarce in higher-altitude forest. Fortunately, logging seems
to have stopped in Matundu forest and this rather inaccessible area
of lowland forest may be an important wildlife refuge. Increasing the
area of low-altitude forest to the east of the road that runs along the
foot of the escarpment would create important habitat for altitudinal
migrants.
Extending the park westward to include the remaining areas of
forest and grassland within the Kilombero Scarp Forest Reserve is
recommended. This would offer protection to viable populations of
several rare and threatened species and, in particular, the known
stronghold of the recently discovered Xenoperdix udzungwensis.
■ Further reading
Burgess and Clarke (2000), Butyinski et al. (in press), Collar and Stuart (1985),
Dinesen et al. (1994), Jensen and Brøgger-Jensen (1992), Lovett and Pócs
(1993), Lovett and Wasser (1993), Lovett et al. (1988), Rodgers and Homewood
(1982a), Stuart et al. (1987).

Mafia island

TZ012

Admin region Pwani
Coordinates 07°50’S 39°47’E
Area 115,000 ha Altitude 0–25 m

A4i
Marine Park

■ Site description
The Mafia group of islands lie 25 km off mainland Tanzania, virtually
opposite the Rufiji Delta (TZ032). They consist of the main island
and a number of much smaller islands and islets. They are essentially
all coral rock islands with some of the smaller ones nothing more than
a sandbank at low tide. The coastal bush vegetation has been largely
replaced by coconut plantations and small-scale agriculture. The
vegetation was heavily degraded as long ago as the 1940s and only
small patches of coastal forest remain.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The islands are known to hold at least
154 species. They are particularly important for Dromas ardeola with
500–1,000 birds recorded at Chole Bay in 1997 and 1998. The site
also holds good numbers of Tringa cinerea, Pluvialis squatarola and
Calidris ferruginea. Sterna bergii occurs and Sterna dougallii used to
breed on the smaller islets and may still do so. The local breeding
population of Ardea goliath on coastal islets is worthy of note. The
race Cercotrichas quadrivirgata greenwayi is endemic to Zanzibar and
the Mafia islands. Centropus superciliosus loandae are common on
Mafia island and appear to breed alongside smaller numbers of the
black-capped Centropus superciliosus burchelli.
Key species
A4i
Egretta dimorpha
Dromas ardeola
Tringa cinerea

Breeding (pairs)
—
—
—

Non-breeding
461 (1988–1989)
1,887 (1988–1989)
489 (1988–1989)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The area has, until quite recently, been an important breeding ground
for sea-turtles. However, the levels of poaching for meat and carapace
have increased far beyond any sustainable offtake. A newly described
toad, Stephopaedes howelli, has been found in the remnant coastal forest.
■ Conservation issues
The Mafia Marine Park includes most of the south-western shoreline
and a number of islets to the south and as far west as Boydu island.
The establishment of the marine park has offered hope of long-term
protection to a significant portion of the remaining important habitat.
Other sites around Mafia may well hold important numbers of
waterbirds, but habitat degradation continues to some extent, with
dynamite fishing and coral extraction among the major problems.
There is little remaining coastal forest on Mafia and there is little hope
for these remnants without formal protection. There is no recent data
available on the extent of harvesting of seabird colonies for eggs. A
proposed prawn farm in the Rufiji Delta would degrade the natural
fisheries in the vicinity of the delta and would probably affect fish
populations around Mafia.
■ Further reading
Bregnballe et al. (1990), Bryceson (1978, 1981), Horrill and Ngoile (1991),
Horrill et al. (1996), Iles (2001), Moreau (1940, 1944), Ray (1968).

Ngorongoro
Conservation Area

TZ013

Admin region Arusha, Shinyanga
A1, A2 (108, 109),
Coordinates 03°15’S 35°30’E
A3 (A07, A08), A4i, A4ii, A4iii
Area 830,000 ha
Conservation Area, World Heritage Site,
Altitude 1,030–3,648 m
Biosphere Reserve

■ Site description
The Crater Highlands were created from a series of eight volcanoes
that dominated the landscape between 3.6 and 2.5 million years ago
when the caldera of Ngorongoro itself was formed. To the north-east,
Mount Kerimasi developed and, as it died, Mount Lengai was created.
Today, after many centuries of weathering, these mountains sit above
the Eastern Rift. There are four peaks above 3,000 m, dominated by
open moorland habitat at high altitude. The eastern flanks of the
highland block are cloaked in montane forest with Croton spp.
dominating the lower areas, Acacia lahai and Albizia gummifera the
higher ridges and Cassipourea malosana in the steep valleys. At lower
elevations there are dry acacia woodlands and open grass plains in
the rain-shadow of the mountains. Several important wetlands lie
within the site, including Lake Makat on the floor of Ngorongoro
Crater, at an altitude of 1,700 m. It is shallow and saline and only
dries out occasionally.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Over 500 species are known
from the site. Falco naumanni is a passage migrant and Circus macrourus
occurs on passage and in winter. Acacia woodland holds the largest
known population of Agapornis fischeri, Parus fringillinus is resident
and there have been recent records of Apalis karamojae from Acacia
drepanolobium woodland in the south-west of the site. Although there
are no recent records of Prionops poliolophus it may well occur near
Maswa Game Reserve. Gallinago media occurs infrequently on passage.
Several wetlands hold important numbers of waterbirds, including Lakes
Lagaja (also known as Ndutu) and Masek at the western end of Olduvai
Gorge and a lake in the Empakai Crater which seasonally holds huge
numbers of Phoenicopterus minor. This lake is also an important site
for both Anas capensis and Oxyura maccoa both of which are now rare
in East Africa. Lake Makat is important for Phoenicopterus minor and
Phoenicopterus ruber, although there have been no regular counts.
Gorigor, a freshwater swamp on the eastern side of the crater floor,
holds a heronry (at least Threskiornis aethiopicus and Ardeola ralloides)
and several uncommon wetland species including Rallus caerulescens
and Chlidonias hybridus, both of which probably breed. During years
of exceptional rainfall both the Olbulbul depression and the Malange
basin hold temporary wetlands that support large numbers of breeding
birds. A roost of 7,000 Bubulcus ibis was located on the edge of the
Olbalbal depression in December 1997.
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The highland grassland and crater floor support resident populations
of Euplectes jacksoni and are seasonally important for large numbers
of Ciconia ciconia and Ciconia abdimii. The only Tanzanian population
of Corvus capensis is centred on the Crater Highlands, as is Picoides
obsoletus crateri. The short-grass plains that support such an abundance
of ungulates are important habitat for all seven species of vulture that
occur in East Africa. The population of Gyps rueppellii within the
Serengeti–Ngorongoro–Loliondo ecosystem is approximately
3,000 pairs.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
Agapornis fischeri
Circus macrourus
Apalis karamojae
Falco naumanni
Parus fringillinus
Falco fasciinucha
Euplectes jacksoni
A2 (108) Serengeti plains EBA: Five of the six species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (109) Kenyan mountains EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 36 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 31 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Ciconia ciconia
—
6,541 (1995)
Phoenicopterus minor
—
400,000–1,200,000 (1994–1996)
Himantopus himantopus
—
2,613 (1995)
Charadrius asiaticus
—
many hundreds (1998)
Gyps rueppellii
110+ pairs
—
A4ii
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds have been recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The only remaining viable population of Diceros bicornis (CR) in
Tanzania is in the IBA. The crater floor is reputed to hold the highest
density of mammalian predators in Africa. Panthera leo (VU) are
numerous for such a small area and Acinonyx jubatus (VU) frequent
visitors. There are few Loxodonta africana (EN), but considerable
numbers of Syncerus caffer (LR/cd).

and B. boehmii in the east, with Protea-Combretum on the drier ridges
in the west. On the slopes there are considerable areas of open grassland
and, in the steeper valleys and gullies, remnants of Guinea–Congo
forest. There is relict sclerophyll forest on some hill-slopes suggestive
of more extensive forest cover historically.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. The site is poorly known
ornithologically. The only data available are from a 1995 waterbird
count and occasional records from the woodland along the
Biharamulo–Bukoba road which bisects the eastern part of the reserve.
The varied habitat probably supports closer to 400 species than the
60 or so recorded so far. Balaeniceps rex is only known from four
birds in 1995, but it is likely to be a regular visitor and possibly a
breeding resident. Lybius rubrifacies is known from the periphery of
the site and probably occurs in both reserves in reasonable numbers.
Considerable areas of habitat suitable for Crex crex and Gallinago
media, which are likely to occur on passage, exist. Five species of the
Zambezian biome have been recorded (see Table 3)—some, such as
Monticola angolensis and Myrmecocichla arnotti, reach their northern
limits in this area.
Key species
A1
Balaeniceps rex
Lybius rubrifacies
A2 (s057) Dry woodlands west of Lake Victoria Secondary Area: Lybius rubrifacies has
been recorded at this site.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Three of the 11 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There is a healthy population of plains game including Ourebia ourebi
(LR/cd), an antelope that is relatively rare in much of northern and
eastern Tanzania. Panthera leo (VU) occurs while Loxodonta africana
(EN) were numerous as recently as 1975, but have suffered from
poaching. The Brachystegia woodland provides habitat for the most
northerly population of Hippotragus niger (LR/cd).

■ Conservation issues
The Ngorongoro experiment of allowing pastoralists and tourists use
of the land while striving to protect the habitat and wildlife has led to
some conflict, but the plan has been largely successful. There is a
growing problem of agriculture within the Conservation Area
especially on the western flanks of the crater, where a whole altitudinal
belt of natural vegetation is being destroyed. Attempts should be made
to prevent agriculture from destroying the short-grass plains within
the Loliondo Game Controlled Area, especially in the vicinity of the
Sanjan river. There is also a need to increase fire control along the
edges of the remaining montane forest, especially on Lemagrut.

■ Conservation issues
The site includes unprotected lakeside habitats. An increased area of
Lake Burigi should be brought within the Game Reserve. This would
help control use of the lakes, resources and protect lakeside swamps
that may contain breeding Balaeniceps rex. Sustainability should be
promoted in the use of the fisheries on Lake Burigi. Following the
Rwandan civil war huge numbers of refugees threatened to overwhelm
the Burigi Game Reserve; the main refugee camp was on the very edge
of the reserve. Meat poaching reached alarming proportions and the
threat to the woodlands reached the level of tree stumps being uprooted
for fuel. Although the situation has improved considerably and most
of the refugees have returned to Rwanda, the potential for further
problems remains.

■ Further reading

■ Further reading

Arhem (1985), Baker (1997), Elliott (1946), Elliott and Fuggles-Couchman
(1948), Fosbrooke (1972), Geertsema (1977), Hanby and Bygott (undated),
Homewood and Rodgers (1991), Houston (1990), Moreau (1937, 1938), Moyer
(1995), Mundy et al. (1992), Pennycuick (1983), Sinclair and Arcese (1995),
Stronach (1991), Woodworth (1995).

Baker (1997), Rodgers, Ludanga and Desuzo (1979).

Burigi–Biharamulo Game Reserves
Admin region Kagera
Coordinates 02°15’S 31°15’E
Area 350,000 ha Altitude 1,100–1,500 m

Admin region Shinyanga
Coordinates 03°00’S 34°30’E
Area 220,000 ha Altitude 1,080–1,524 m

TZ015
A1, A2 (108)
Game Reserve

TZ014

A1, A2 (s057), A3 (A06)
Game Reserves

■ Site description
This site comprises two separate Game Reserves joined to form a single
unit for management purposes. Lying between Bunkwe Bay on Lake
Victoria in the east and Kagera swamps (TZ024) to the west, this site
is characterized by a series of north–south ridges, separated by
drainage lines and rivers flowing north. In one of these drainage lines
is Lake Burigi, 30 km long and 4 km wide. To the east the land slopes
towards Lake Victoria where large stands of Acacia xanthophloea
dominate on the poorer soils. On the higher ground the woodland is
largely Brachystegia speciformis (rather stunted at its northern limits)
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Maswa Game Reserve

■ Site description
The reserve lies along the western boundary of the Serengeti (TZ009)
and abuts the south-western corner of the Ngorongoro Conservation
Area (TZ013). The northern half of the reserve drains westwards into
Lake Victoria, whilst the remaining land drains southward into Lake
Eyasi (TZ023). The only areas of open grassland, so characteristic of
the Serengeti plains, are in the north, at Ndoho and in the extreme
south-east, adjacent to the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. There
are fewer (and smaller) hills than in the adjacent Serengeti.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. There is no species list for this site
and it remains poorly known, despite being on the edge of the Serengeti.
Species composition is likely to be similar to that in the western part of
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the Serengeti. Apalis karamojae is probably resident in Acacia
drepanolobium woodland and Agapornis fischeri is locally common. The
presence of Prionops poliolophus is suggested by recent, unconfirmed
records. Sixteen species of the Somali–Masai biome have been recorded
(see Table 3).
Key species
Apalis karamojae
Agapornis fischeri
A1
A2 (108) Serengeti plains EBA: Five of the six species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Most, if not all, of the larger mammals known from the Serengeti
occur in this reserve.
■ Conservation issues
Maswa Game Reserve was created in 1962, to act as a buffer zone for
the Serengeti National Park (TZ009) and to allow tourist hunting of
wildlife within the Serengeti ecosystem. It is reported that agricultural
encroachment has twice led to the area under protection being reduced
and agricultural pressures continue to grow along the western
boundary. Francolinus rufopictus are shot to provide food for camp
staff and hunters. Its habitat outside the reserve has been seriously
degraded and the species should be formally protected within the site.
■ Further reading

with the hill-top forests and a transient population that moves within
Mkomazi and Tsavo National Park. Panthera leo (VU) and Acinonyx
jubatus (VU) occur in low numbers. A project has been initiated to
reintroduce Diceros bicornis (CR). Lycaon pictus (EN) are very rare
visitors and a reintroduction programme is being considered.

■ Conservation issues
The site comprises the Umba Game Reserve (established in 1974),
which covers the eastern half and Mkomazi, established in 1951, the
western section. The site has been the subject of a long-running and
highly politicized dispute over land-use between pastoralists and
communities who settled in the area while the reserve’s management
was neglected in the 1970s. A programme to rehabilitate the reserve’s
infrastructure has been undertaken since 1990 by the Wildlife Division,
with funding and technical assistance from the George Adamson Trust.
Commercial poaching has been a major problem, especially in the
eastern sector, and improved anti-poaching measures are required.
Uncontrolled fires occur on the hills in the north-western sector of
the reserve and may result in major changes in vegetation structure
and composition. The reserve is suitable for the development of ecotourism facilities.
■ Further reading
Anderson (1967), Anstey (1958), Coe et al. (1998), Harris (1972), Harris and
Fowler (1975), Lack (1994), Lack et al. (1999), Mwageni (1992), Parker and
Archer (1970).

Kale and Gillusson (1985), Kurji (1976, 1985), Moyer (1995).

Mkomazi Game Reserve
Admin region Kilimanjaro, Tanga
Coordinates 03°50’S 38°00’E
Area 250,000 ha Altitude 230–1,620 m

TZ016
A1, A3 (A08)
Game Reserve

■ Site description
This site is effectively two Game Reserves under a single management
unit. The site occupies much of the low-lying country north of the South
Pare (TZ063) and the West Usambara mountains (TZ071) and up to
the Kenyan border where it abuts Tsavo West National Park (KE025).
The eastern part of the site is generally flat, with a gentle slope eastwards
towards the Umba river, which forms the south-eastern border of the
reserve. In the north-western sector there are a number of hills rising to
Ndea at 1,420 m which have scrubby forest with affinities to the montane
forest of the South Pare mountains. The Tulsa mountains (1,308 m) in
the centre of the reserve are dry, rugged hills with remnant gallery forest.
The whole area lies in the rain-shadow of the West Usambara mountains
and the only significant surface water is behind two small dams. There
are a series of rain-fed pools that are usually dry for several months
each year. The woodland which covers much of the reserve is dominated
by either Combretum or Acacia–Commiphora thorn-tree communities,
with scattered baobabs on the well drained, rocky soils. There are
extensive grasslands on the poorer soils, some of which develop into
swamps following periods of heavy rainfall.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. At least 405 species are known
from the site. Circus macrourus occurs as a passage migrant. The status
of Crex crex is unclear, with recent records suggesting that wet
grasslands in the reserve may be important for this species on passage.
Several species previously unknown from Tanzania have been recorded
here in recent years: Tchagra jamesi, Lamprotornis shelleyi, Phoeniculus
damarensis, Mirafra pulpa, Sylvietta isabellina and Eremomela
flavicrissalis. Apart from Mirafra pulpa, these are all relatively common
in similar habitat northwards through Kenya into Somalia and
Ethiopia and reflect Mkomazi’s location at the southernmost tip of
this arid ecosystem.
Key species
A1
Falco naumanni
Mirafra pulpa
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 56 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There is a resident population of Loxodonta africana (EN) associated

Moyowosi–Kigosi Game Reserves
Admin region Kigoma, Shinyanga, Tabora
Coordinates 04°40’S 31°30’E
Area 1,300,000 ha
Altitude 1,000–1,300 m

TZ017
A1, A4i
Game Reserves,
Ramsar Site

■ Site description
This site, situated in the interior of western Tanzania, is a vast wetland
system of limited access, even in the dry season. During times of peak
flood the flood-plains of the Malagarasi, Moyowosi, Nikonga, Kigosi
and Gombe rivers cover nearly 1,000,000 ha and the permanent
swamps along the margins of the rivers and lakes extend over
350,000 ha. The riverine vegetation is dominated by Borassus and
Phoenix palms with stands of Acacia woodland along the margins of
the flood-plain. The higher ground between the rivers is cloaked in
Brachystegia–Julbernardia woodland with patches of groundwater
forest in areas with a high water-table. The Moyowosi and Malagarasi
rivers both rise in the highlands of Burundi, while the Nikonga, Kigosi
and Gombe rivers drain the central plateau south and south-east of
Lake Victoria. These rivers join to the east of Uvinza and drain into
Lake Tanganyika, 40 km south of Kigoma. The central railway
between Tabora and Kigoma crosses the southern edge of the wetland,
separating it (except during wet years when the whole area is
inundated) from the Ugalla river wetland system (TZ019).
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Little is known of the avifauna in this part of
Tanzania. During January 1995, waterbirds in the lakes and swamps
south of the confluence of the Moyowosi and Kigosi rivers were
counted. The difficulties of working such a vast area without boats
and aircraft meant that numbers of many species were probably
seriously under recorded, but included Mesophoyx intermedia (263),
Ardea goliath (42), Ardea purpurea (158), Ardeola ralloides (298),
Ardeola rufiventris (48), Thalassornis leuconotus (63) and Sterna nilotica
(76). Surveys of Balaeniceps rex have estimated 493 ±86 at Moyowosi
(1990), 1,867 ±891 at Kigosi (1990) and 168 ±78 outside the reserves
(1990). A 1992 estimate of 2,489 birds is considered rather high. Only
44 Gallinago media were recorded in 1995, but the real population of
this globally threatened species is probably far higher. Three species
of the Zambezian biome have been recorded (see Table 3).
Key species
A1
Grus carunculatus
Balaeniceps rex
A4i
Grus carunculatus

Gallinago media
Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
506 (1992)
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Key species ... continued
A4i ... continued
Casmerodius albus
Balaeniceps rex
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis
Chlidonias leucopterus

Breeding (pairs)
—
—
—
—

Non-breeding
802 (1995)
1,473+ (1990)
539 (1992)
2,400 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Among mammals, populations of Loxodonta africana (EN) have
declined from an estimated 27,279 to 1,400; Lycaon pictus (EN) still
occurs.
■ Conservation issues
This IBA is the core of the Malagarasi–Muyovozi wetlands, which
in 2000 became the first Ramsar Site to be designated in Tanzania.
The unregulated spread of tobacco farming from the east is
perhaps the most serious threat to the ecosystem. Huge amounts of
timber are required to dry tobacco and substantial areas of
Forest Reserve are being illegally cleared and ploughed for this
crop. Commercial poaching of large mammals, especially
hippopotamus, may have long-term ecological effects, and
uncontrolled grazing and repeated burning are also potential threats.
Siltation of the swamps through deforestation in Burundi is also a
potential problem.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Hill and Jones (1994), Hughes and Hughes (1992), Huish and
Campbell (1991), Mutch (1973, 1977), Parker (1984).

Selous Game Reserve

TZ018

Admin region Morogoro, Pwani, Lindi
Coordinates 09°30’S 38°15’E
A1, A2 (s056), A3 (A09, A10), A4i
Area 5,000,000 ha
Game Reserve,
Altitude 50–1,600 m
World Heritage Site

Key species
A1
Ardeola idae
Dendropicos stierlingi
Ploceus burnieri
A2 (s056) Kilombero flood-plain Secondary Area: Ploceus burnieri has been recorded
at this site.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 12 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 14 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Vanellus albiceps
—
515 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The Selous holds more than 50,000 Loxodonta africana (EN). There
are a few Diceros bicornis (CR), but the population have been
decimated by commercial poaching. The site contains the largest
concentration of Syncerus caffer (LR/cd) in Africa and an important
population of Lycaon pictus (EN). Panthera leo (VU) also occur.
■ Conservation issues
Protection of the Selous began in 1905 and, by 1912, most of the area
covered by the present Game Reserve was already under some form
of protection. The present boundaries were last altered in 1975, when
a tract of land north of the railway was annexed to Mikumi National
Park. The key issues centre around the use of water that flows through
the Selous. The proposal to dam the Ruvu river at Steigler’s Gorge,
to provide water for Dar es Salaam, is controversial—the
environmental impacts are unknown. Human densities around the
borders of the Selous are still low; the land for the most part is of
marginal for agricultural purposes. As timber resources outside the
reserve dwindle there will be pressure to exploit commercially stands
of African blackwood (mpingo) Dalbergia melanoxylon and
Pterocarpus angolensis. A proposed cattle road through the reserve
from Mahenge to Liwale would, if allowed, have damaging
consequences.
■ Further reading

■ Site description
To the south-east of the Eastern Arc mountain range the land slopes,
relatively gently, towards the coast. The central area of this coastal
zone includes the 50,000 km² Selous Game Reserve which is separated
from the Udzungwa mountains (TZ011, TZ066) by the valley of the
Kilombero river (TZ025) and the Mahenge massif. The Selous is
predominately miombo woodland with considerable areas of grassland
along drainage lines and large areas of open Terminalia woodland in
the north. Within the northern and eastern areas are several mediumsized freshwater lakes and substantial seasonal swamps. The Rufiji
river system flows from west to east through the reserve, draining the
mountains of the Udzungwa escarpment and the Mahenge massif.
The principal rivers flowing into the Rufiji include the Great Ruaha
and the Kilombero from the west, the Luwegu, Luhombero and
Mbarangandu from the south-west and the Lukuiro complex which
drains the Kichi Hills to the east.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. There is no species list for this
site. Ardeola idae is a widespread and common winter visitor. Circus
macrourus and Falco naumanni have been recorded, while Crex crex
(rare) and Acrocephalus griseldis (single record) may occur more
frequently than is currently known. The endemic Ploceus burnieri is
only known from the area where the Kilombero river forms the northwestern boundary of the Selous, but its distribution may extend further
into the reserve. A waterbird count in January 1995 included some of
the northern lakes and a significant stretch of the Rufiji river, but
coverage for the majority of the site is lacking. The Selous is expected
to hold important numbers of species such as Gorsachius leuconotus,
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis, Scotopelia peli and Rynchops flavirostris
and may contain seasonally important numbers of many other wetland
species. The most northerly breeding site for Pitta angolensis in East
Africa is in riverine forest on the south bank of the Rufiji/Kilombero
river system. Drainage lines within the miombo woodland provide
habitat for the localized Pyrenestes minor and Glareola nuchalis is
known in eastern Tanzania only from Siguri Falls along the
Luhombero river.
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Baker (1997), Baldus (1987, 1989), Decker (1994), Lerise and Schuler (1988),
Matthiessen (1981), Matzke (1976), Mwamfupe et al. (1990), Rodgers (1978),
Rodgers and Ludanga (1973), Stronach (1993), Vollesen (1980).

Ugalla River Game Reserve
Admin region Tabora, Rukwa
Coordinates 05°50’S 31°50’E
Area 472,000 ha Altitude 1,200 m

TZ019
A1, A4i
Game Reserve, Ramsar Site

■ Site description
Ugalla lies 40 km south of the Central Railway and 50 km north-east
of Katavi National Park. The Walla river from the north-east and the
Katumbiki river from the south-east join in the east central area of
the reserve to form the Ugalla river which then flows westwards
through the centre of the reserve. The area is mainly miombo woodland
with Brachystegia spiciformis, B. longifolia and B. wangermeeana
predominating. Julbernardia globiflora is also common, as are the
commercially important Pterocarpus angolensis and Afzelia quanzensis.
There are extensive grasslands associated with the flood-plain with
stands of Afrormosia woodland among raised termite mounds. Average
rainfall is 600–750 mm per annum and the river often dries to a series
of pools, many of which are permanent. There is little permanent
swamp.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The area is rarely visited by ornithologists.
Marupambala, on the north bank of the Msina river at Gombe, Ugalla,
is the type-locality of Sarothrura lugens. This is still the only East
African record for this Afrotropical migrant. A waterbird survey in
January 1995 revealed a previously unknown population of Vanellus
albiceps. The site is believed to be the most important in Tanzania for
Grus carunculatus. Crex crex has been recorded during February and
these records indicate that a wintering population may be present at
the site. Three species of the Zambezian biome have been recorded
(see Table 3) and more may be expected to occur.
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Key species
A1
Grus carunculatus
A4i
Anhinga rufa
Casmerodius albus
Anastomus lamelligerus

Crex crex
Breeding (pairs)
—
—
—

Non-breeding
438+ (1995)
922 (1995)
1,896 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
A significant population of Loxodonta africana (EN) is associated with
the reserve. Both Hippotragus niger (LR/cd) and H. equinus (LR/cd)
are seasonally common.
■ Conservation issues
The site was first declared a Game Controlled Area in 1954, designated
to protect dry-season concentrations of Hippotragus niger and other
large ungulates. With the Game Controlled Areas immediately to the
north-west, it is included as part of the Moyowosi complex as the first
Ramsar Site in Tanzania (see TZ017). Ugalla is the only Game Reserve
to allow licensed fishing and honey-gathering by local villagers. It is
hoped that this participation will reduce poaching, uncontrolled fires
and timber removal. Commercial fishing is becoming a problem, due
to high fish prices in towns as far away as Dar es Salaam. There is a
known link between fishing and illegal snaring of large birds. The
spread of uncontrolled tobacco farming is the greatest threat to this
reserve and the adjacent Game Controlled Areas and over-exploitation
of timber is also a concern. Small-scale mining for gold along the
Ugalla river downstream of the site is causing serious local pollution
and fish-kills.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Böhm (1884), Britton (1980), Hill and Jones (1994), MackworthPraed and Grant (1937), Thomas (1961).

Lake Burungi
Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 03°50’S 35°50’E
Area 4,000 ha Altitude 940 m

TZ020
A1, A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
This relatively small lake lies 11 km south-east of Lake Manyara
(TZ004) and close to the western border of Tarangire National
Park (TZ010). It is a closed lake and so becomes increasingly
alkaline during the dry season. It is fed principally by the Tarangire
river which rises to the south-east and feeds into the northern end
of the lake. The shoreline is heavily grazed and cultivated in some
areas, especially on the western boundary. There are no significant
trees.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Bird numbers fluctuate widely depending upon
rainfall. During years of high rainfall flooded grassland becomes an
important feeding site for many waterbirds and considerable numbers
may nest when conditions are suitable. There is likely to be a
considerable interchange of birds between Lake Burungi and Lake
Manyara. Although numbers of Phoenicopterus minor and
Phoenicopterus ruber will inevitably fluctuate widely, this lake is an
important link in the Rift Valley chain. Taller vegetation is known to
hold Crecopsis egregia and Euplectes gierowii.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Phoenicopterus minor
—
34,161 (1994)
Phoenicopterus ruber
—
4,500 (1994)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds have been recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Lake Burungi has, as a result of its lack of protection, become a
favourite site for the trapping of wild birds for international trade.

The boundary of Tarangire National Park should be extended to
include the habitat south of the Tarangire river and at least part of
the lake.

■ Further reading
Dodman and Taylor (1995).

Dar es Salaam coast
Admin region Dar es Salaam
Coordinates 06°50’S 39°19’E
Area 61,000 ha Altitude 0 m

TZ021
A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
The city of Dar es Salaam sits on a natural harbour backed by low
hills. The IBA runs from the open bay of Ras Kiramoni in the north,
up to and including Ndege Beach, to Ras Ndege, east of Mbwamaji
village—a total length of 40 km. The inland limit of the site is the
high-tide mark, but this is extended in places to include mangroves
and salt-workings. To the seaward side the site extends out to the
12 km international limit. This allows inclusion of important feeding
grounds for several seabirds which rarely venture inshore of the coral
reef. Within the IBA are tidal mudflats, river inlets, saltpans, extensive
mangroves, coastal thicket and several offshore islands which create
a remarkably diverse coastal environment. With a tidal range of nearly
four metres, up to 25 km² of exposed sand and mud can be available
to birds at low tide.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. A total of 457 species have been recorded
from the site. The area is of major importance to migratory waders
from northern Eurasia, supporting about 30,000 birds. This includes
large numbers of Calidris ferruginea, Calidris minuta and Pluvialis
squatarola. Large flocks of some species, notably Tringa nebularia and
Charadrius mongolus, are a feature of the return migration to northern
latitudes during March and April. The only local population of Egretta
ardesiaca feeds at Msasani Bay and probably breed in the freshwater
swamps adjacent to the now defunct Msasani saltpans, an area of
low-lying land unsuitable for building which is, nonetheless, rapidly
being urbanized. The offshore island of Mbudya provides safe nestsites for Platalea alba, Egretta dimorpha and Threskiornis aethiopicus.
Sterna dougallii bred on islets off the harbour entrance in the 1960s.
There are populations of an Acrocephalus warbler on the offshore
islands that may not be Acrocephalus scirpaceus. Records of
Acrocephalus griseldis suggest that several winter in coastal scrub near
Mbezi Beach and Jangwani Beach wherever there is thick cover and a
source of fresh water.
Key species
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Egretta dimorpha
—
Dromas ardeola
—
Glareola ocularis
—
Larus hemprichii
—
Sterna bengalensis
—
Sterna dougallii
—
Sterna saundersi
—
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur regularly at this site.

Non-breeding
400 (1995)
700 (1995)
2,000 (1982)
400 (1995)
500 (1995)
3,000 (1995)
1,000 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Virtually the whole of the inner harbour from Kurasini to Mtoni
was until, quite recently, lined with protective mangroves and
supported sizeable populations of waterbirds. It is now badly polluted
and degraded. The mangroves of Msimbazi Creek have been largely
cleared and are subject to uncontrolled pollution from such areas as
the Muhimbili Hospital complex. Remaining mangrove forests should
be fully protected and an effort made to rehabilitate those now
degraded.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Harvey and Howell (1987), Thomas and Elliott (1973).
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Eluanata dam

TZ022

Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 03°23’S 36°18’E
Area 1,100 ha Altitude 1,400 m

A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
This small dam is situated only 2 km north of the Arusha–Makuyuni
road, some 45 km west of Arusha. The dam wall lies to the south-west
of the flooded area. In 1997, the lake was covered in dense stands of
Cyperus with numerous open areas of water and flooded grassland
along the southern shore. The depth of the lake is c.1.5 m.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Large numbers of Chlidonias hybridus recorded
in 1997 were mainly first year birds and moulting adults. While there
is no certain proof of breeding in recent years, the site does appear to
be important for the species and is likely to hold a substantial breeding
population. It is known to have bred in 1961–1962 when at least
50 pairs were present. During December 1997, a number of adult male
Oxyura maccoa were present as well as large numbers (high hundreds,
possibly low thousands) of Anas hottentota. Flooded grasslands held
large numbers of feeding ducks and gallinules. Mirafra cantillans,
which has a restricted breeding range in Tanzania, occurs in grassland
on the rocky hillside overlooking the water.
Key species
A4i
Chlidonias hybridus

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
1,000 (1997)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
In extremely dry years the site is reduced to a muddy puddle, but
always contains a significant amount of water after the long rains.
There are reports of expatriate hunters shooting ducks at this site.

known from lake-shore habitats. Cosmopsarus unicolor reaches its
altitudinal limits to the north of the lake near Mang’ola and Agapornis
fischeri was formerly common, at least along the eastern shore. Apalis
karamojae frequents Acacia drepanolobium woodland throughout the
Eyasi drainage basin, but is extremely local. As yet there are no records
from lake-shore habitat. At least one species of the Serengeti plains
EBA and 29 species of the Somali–Masai biome have been recorded
from the surrounding area (see Tables 2 and 3).
Key species
Phoenicopterus minor
Agapornis fischeri
A1
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Pelecanus onocrotalus
—
15,831 (1995)
Mycteria ibis
—
11,072 (1995)
Platalea alba
—
2,850 (1995)
Phoenicopterus ruber
—
50,000+ (1995)
Phoenicopterus minor
—
700,000 (1995)
Recurvirostra avosetta
—
2,002 (1995)
Larus cirrocephalus
—
3,954 (1995)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds have been recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Only the inhospitable terrain along the base of the Rift Wall serves to
reduce human impact in this area. The lake itself and the shorelines
are unprotected. The entire Lake Eyasi and Yaida basins are under
tremendous pressure from deforestation, overgrazing and, more
recently, from agriculture. Apart from a small portion within the
Maswa Game Reserve (TZ015) and a tiny fraction of the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area (TZ013), none of the Eyasi drainage basin falls
within protected areas. The Eyasi basin is one of the most important
areas for birds in Tanzania that still lacks any formal protection status.
Large trees along watercourses, especially near the north-eastern
corner of the lake, are exploited commercially for charcoal.
■ Further reading

■ Further reading

Baker (1993, 1997), Elliot (1983), Rose and Scott (1997).

Fuggles-Couchman (1962, 1986).

Kagera swamps
Lake Eyasi
Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 03°40’S 35°10’E
Area 116,000 ha Altitude 1,030 m

TZ023
A1, A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
Lake Eyasi is the most significant water-body in the Eyasi and Yaida
internal catchment basin, which also includes Wembere steppe (site
TZ043) and Lake Kitangire (TZ026). The lake lies in a trough
between the Mbulu Highlands to the east and south-east and the
Ngorongoro Highlands to the north and north-west. It is 80 km long
with an average width of 14.5 km and is fed mainly from the southwest, where the Sibiti river flows in from Lake Kitangire. However,
only during wet years is this a significant inflow of water. The
shallowness of the lake, the low amounts of direct precipitation
(around 600 mm per annum) and high rates of evaporation ensure
the water is highly alkaline. During years of low rainfall the lake is
reduced to a dry soda crust. The escarpment wall to the north-west
rises some 800 m, virtually from the shore of the lake, and assists in
protecting the western shoreline. To the north-east numerous farms
have expanded in recent years exploiting the seasonal streams to grow
vegetables.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The lake holds large numbers of waterbirds
particularly Phoenicopterus ruber and Phoenicopterus minor. There is
a regular, virtually constant, movement of these species and of
Mycteria ibis between the lake and Lake Manyara. There is usually
sufficient fresh/brackish water to provide habitat for a few Gallinago
gallinago and the occasional Calidris temminckii. There are few trees
suitable as nest-sites for large waterbirds, but ground-nesting Platalea
alba breed on offshore islands. At least two Tanzanian endemics are
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Admin region Kagera
Coordinates 01°30’S 30°50’E
Area c.111,600 ha Altitude 1,400 m

TZ024
A1, A3 (A06)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Kagera river forms the border between Tanzania and Rwanda.
As it flows north between the two countries, it passes through a series
of lakes and swamps for some 100 km. These are surrounded by a
series of low rolling hills which, in Tanzania, are extensively cultivated,
but within Rwanda are within the Akagera National Park (IBA
RW003). The swamps and lakes are characterized by extensive stands
of papyrus Cyperus papyrus. The Ibanda Arena Game Reserve
(20,000 ha), in the extreme north-west of Tanzania, is included in the
IBA, the boundaries of which remain provisional, but nothing is
known of its avifauna.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Little is known of the avifauna of
the site. Chloropeta gracilirostris has been recorded from papyrus
swamps along the Ruvubu river, which flows north into the Kagera
river. There are no records from within the IBA site, but it is likely to
occur. During the 1990s, up to 50 Balaeniceps rex were estimated to
remain in the area although there has been only one record from the
Tanzanian part of the swamps. Gallinago media has been recorded once
from flooded grassland along the north-western shore of Lake Rushwa
and it is likely that similar habitats in the IBA are seasonally important
for this passage migrant. Laniarius mufumbiri has been recorded
throughout the course of the Kagera river and along the Ruvubu river
to the south. Observations and ringing in 1987 and 1993 suggest it is
not uncommon. It is unclear if Lybius rubrifacies, the distribution of
which defines the ‘Dry woodlands west of Lake Victoria’ Secondary
Area (s057), occurs at the site. There is little suitable habitat along the
lake shore, but it is likely to occur in the hills overlooking the swamps.
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While only four species of the Lake Victoria Basin biome are known to
occur at the site, it is possible that up to a further five may be present.
Key species
Laniarius mufumbiri
A1
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Four of the 11 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Prior to the conflicts in Rwanda and Burundi, the area of the lakes
was only lightly populated and was probably not over-exploited. The
lake complex should be granted Game Reserve status, perhaps linked
to Burigi Game Reserve (TZ014) to form a single unit.
■ Further reading

Key species
A1
Ardeola idae
Dendropicos stierlingi
Circaetus fasciolatus
Ploceus burnieri
A2 (s056) Kilombero flood-plain Secondary Area: Ploceus burnieri has been recorded
at this site.
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 12 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Vanellus albiceps
—
476 (1995)
Rynchops flavirostris
—
376

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The valley contains up to 75% of the remaining Kobus vardoni (LR/
cd) population. The area is also an important dry-season refuge for
approximately 5,000 Loxodonta africana (EN), and large herds of
Syncerus caffer (LR/cd). There are nine known endemic plant species
and one endemic amphibian, the toad Bufo reesi.

Baker and Baker (1994a), Schouteden (1966), Vande weghe (1974, 1992).

Kilombero valley
Admin region Morogoro
Coordinates 08°30’S 36°20’E
Area 400,000 ha Altitude 250 m

TZ025
A1, A2 (s056), A3 (A10), A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Kilombero river flows north-east through a 35-km-wide floodplain between the Udzungwa mountains (TZ011, TZ066) and the
Mahenge massif. The other major rivers are the Ruhudji and Ruaha,
draining the Njombe Highlands to the south-west and the Kihansi
and Ruipa, which fall from the Udzungwa mountains. The site is
delimited by the TAZARA railway to the west and the Msenga–
Malinyi road to the east. During the dry season (June–November)
the main river is less than 100 m wide at Ifakara, the principal town in
the valley. During the rains (December–May) virtually the whole floodplain can be inundated, the river reaching some 6 km wide at Ifakara.
There is a permanent swamp at Kibasira, south of the village of Mofu,
and an unnamed swamp in the far south-west, on the Kihansi river,
with a small stretch of gallery forest. The northern end of the valley is
now largely given over to the cultivation of sugar-cane, including a
commercial estate either side of the Great Ruaha river. Magombero
Forest Reserve is an important forest that once would have been
contiguous with the escarpment forest on the Udzungwa mountains.
There is also a relatively large area of forest on the eastern bank of
the Kilembero river, to the north of Kivukoni ferry, which is
contiguous with forest in the Selous.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Ploceus burnieri, first found in
1986, is known to occur from Kivukoni Ferry south along the river to
Lake Mofu, while two new taxa of cisticoline warbler remain
undescribed. Ardeola idae is described as quite common in the valley
between June and November and, together with the adjacent Selous
Game Reserve (TZ018), this is likely to be an important area for this
species. A single record of Dendropicos stierlingi may indicate a larger
population in the miombo woodland. The river is likely to be an
important breeding location for Rynchops flavirostris, although no
counts have been conducted during the breeding season. Numbers of
Anastomus lamelligerus are thought likely to exceed the 1% threshold.
There are extensive areas of riverine forest along the rivers that flow
off the escarpments and these are known to hold populations of Alcedo
semitorquata, Podica senegalensis and Anas sparsa. Gorsachius
leuconotus and Scotopelia peli are found among the taller riverside
trees. From preliminary ringing data, the valley may hold significant
numbers of Palearctic warblers, particularly Acrocephalus
schoenobaenus. The valley also holds the only lowland population in
East Africa of Centropus cupreicaudus. Other species found along the
valley in reasonable numbers include Vanellus senegallus and
Pseudhirundo griseopyga. Magombero Forest Reserve is a vital coldseason wintering area for populations of montane birds and has
avifaunal links with the threatened coastal forests. The valley holds
very high densities of raptors. Seven species of the East African Coast
biome have been recorded (see Table 3).

■ Conservation issues
The natural habitat at the northern end of the valley has already been
destroyed and even the remnants of Magombero Forest occurring
south of the railway are under tremendous pressure. During the last
decade there has been increased immigration into the valley, to the
extent that the foothills of the Udzungwa mountains between the road
and the Forest Reserves have largely been given over to cultivation.
Large tracts of land between the road and the river have also been
parcelled up into smallholdings and in one area a 10,000-ha ricescheme has been initiated. Overgrazing may be a severe problem,
especially on the eastern side of the valley, as it affects the woodland–
grassland boundary causing the wooded area to be degraded.
Significant amounts of wood are cut for fuel.
The Kilombero Valley Teak Company own and manage 28,229 ha
of woodland in the valley. Of this, 4,628 ha is suitable for planting
teak and 3,000 ha has been planted. Mitigation measures (such as thin
miombo corridors between plantations) have been implemented, but
their effectiveness has yet to be assessed. Perhaps the most concerning
issue is the location of the plantations between the flood-plain and
adjacent hills, interfering with the seasonal movement of mammals.
It is important to protect the remaining riverine forest to maintain
physical links with the escarpment forest on the Udzungwa mountains.
There is existing legislation to protect riverside vegetation, but it is
widely ignored.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Baker and Baker (1990), Burgess and Clarke (2000), Decker
(1994), East (1998), IIED (1992), Jenkins et al. (in press), Kirenga (1992), Rees
(1964), Rodgers (1984), Rainey et al. (2001), Rodgers, Homewood and Hall
(1979), Siege and Stronach (1995).

Lake Kitangire
Admin region Singida, Shinyanga
Coordinates 04°06’S 34°18’E
Area 12,000 ha Altitude 1,030 m

TZ026
A1, A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
This rather shallow lake occupies a depression along the Wembere
river, at the extreme western end of the Mbulu Highlands and north
of the small town of Sekenke, where the seasonal Manonga river flows
in from the west. At high water the eastern edge of the lake abuts
the foothills of the highlands, which rise to 1,587 m within a
few kilometres of the lake. To the north, the lake overflows into the
Sibiti river which enters Lake Eyasi (TZ023), 35 km to the north-east.
The eastern shoreline shelves very gently with shallow water, exposed
mud and short vegetation. There are stands of Aeschynomene, the
extent of which is unclear. Belts of dense sedge that skirt the eastern
shoreline are used for thatching and grazing and are extensively burnt
each dry season. No information is available for the western side of
the lake.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The eastern shoreline is favoured by waterbirds
with Glareola pratincola, Limosa limosa (>2,700), Philomachus pugnax,
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Calidris minuta, Plectropterus gambensis (>2,400), Phoenicopterus
minor and Balearica regulorum (>100) amongst species recorded in
1995. Thousands of Riparia riparia and tens of thousands of Hirundo
rustica feed along the foothills and over the lake shore. Discussions
with local fishermen have indicated the presence of a large, mixedspecies heronry in most years.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Mycteria ibis
—
1,160 (1995)
Phoenicopterus minor
—
357,000 (1995)
Phoenicopterus ruber
—
3,000 (1995)
Recurvirostra avosetta
—
4,000 (1995)
Glareola pratincola
—
1,500+ (1995)
Sterna nilotica
—
2,000+ (1995)
Chlidonias leucopterus
—
20,000 (1995)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds have been recorded at this site.

Mnazi Bay

A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
Mnazi is a shallow bay just to the north of the Ruvuma river. It is
protected on the seaward side by the Rawira peninsula to the south
and by a series of small islands to the north.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The site’s avifauna is poorly known. It is
believed to be important for waterbirds, particularly waders. A count
of 3,000 Dromas ardeola was recorded at the site in the 1960s, but a
count in 1995 recorded only 750 birds. Seven species of the East
African Coast biome have been recorded at the site (see Table 3).
Key species
A4i
Dromas ardeola
Charadrius leschenaultii

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.

TZ028

Admin region Mtwara
Coordinates 10°25’S 40°22’E
Area 10,000 ha Altitude 0 m

Breeding (pairs)
—
—

Non-breeding
750 (1995)
1,823 (1995)

■ Conservation issues
As with most inland fisheries, there are growing numbers of fishermen
and complaints of reduced catches. Protection of the heronry during
the breeding season is a high priority.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.

■ Further reading

■ Conservation issues
Threats include fishing with dynamite and the possibility of
exploitation of natural gas reserves.

Baker (1997), Stronach (1968).

■ Further reading

Latham island
Admin region Zanzibar and Pemba
Coordinates 06°54’S 39°56’E
Area 3 ha Altitude 0–4 m

TZ027
A4i, A4ii, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
This tiny island, barely 300 m long, lies 60 km east of Dar es Salaam
and 66 km south-east of Zanzibar. It is known locally as Fungu
Kizimkazi and is administered from Zanzibar. It is a weathered
fossil coral island covered, to varying depths, with bird guano.
There are no bushes, but a creeping succulent grows over much of
the island. There is a large sand beach on the western side of the
island that changes shape through the seasons. The island is
oceanic as it lies off the continental shelf and is surrounded by deep
water.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The island is one of the most important on
the east African coastline for breeding seabirds. A colony of Sula
dactylatra occupies virtually the whole of the central plateau. Sterna
fuscata occupy the periphery of the plateau with Anous stolidus usually
confined to the rocky southern tip, sometimes nesting on a small cliff.
Nine Sterna sumatrana observed in November 1987 are the only
records of this species from East African waters.
Key species
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Sterna bergii
750–1,000 birds (1971)
—
Sterna fuscata
25,000–35,000 birds (1989)
—
Anous stolidus
10,000 birds (1989)
—
A4ii
Sula dactylatra
1,500 adults and 1,097 young (1989) —
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds have been recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Latham is thought to be of importance for nesting turtles.
■ Conservation issues
There is little information on threats. It is not known whether or to
what extent disturbance or the taking of eggs is a problem.
■ Further reading
Baker and Boswell (1989), Bregnballe et al. (1990), Gerhart and Turner (1978),
Gwynne et al. (1970).
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Baker (1997).

Mtera reservoir

TZ029

Admin region Dodoma, Iringa
Coordinates 07°05’S 35°50’E
Area 66,000 ha Altitude 700 m

A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
The reservoir was created in 1975, by damming the Ruaha river close
to the main road between Iringa and Dodoma. The storage capacity
is 125 million cubic metres, with a maximum surface area of c.660 km²
which can be reduced to 200 km² at minimum supply level. The
maximum depth is 35 m at the dam with a large area of shallows below
8.5 m. The lake has many (estimated at more than one million)
standing dead trees. There are areas of rocky shoreline along the inner
basin and a variety of habitats along the remaining water-edge, which
can include (much depends upon the fluctuating water-levels) extensive
areas of reedmace Typha, reed Phragmites, various short grasses, open
mud and bare sand. The surrounding area is dry Commiphora–Acacia
woodland, characteristic of the central plateau. Just 3 km north of
the dam and east of Dodoma road lies Pakwaya Mbuga, a rain-fed
temporary wetland.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. An important fishery has developed attracting
large numbers of piscivorous birds. The dead trees provide nest-sites
for waterbirds. Bird counts were made in the inner basin during March
and April 1994, and in January 1995 a small section of the northeastern shoreline was surveyed. Large flocks of flamingos have been
reported, but no quantitative data is available. In 1994, there were
substantial numbers of Phalacrocorax carbo, Anhinga rufa, Ardea
cinerea and Haliaeetus vocifer nesting in the dead trees. Many hundreds
of thousands of Hirundo rustica roost in these trees. In 1994, after
substantial rains, Pakwaya Mbuga covered an area of 600 ha and held
breeding concentrations of Dendrocygna viduata and Dendrocygna
bicolor (3,000 of each species). Other species breeding at this time were
Nettapus auritus, Anas erythrorhyncha, Sarkidiornis melanotos,
Plectropterus gambensis, Actophilornis africanus and Chlidonias hybridus.
Key species
A4i
Platalea alba

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
281
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■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
This reservoir is probably more important to many species of waterbird
than indicated here, but data are lacking. During the driest years it is
the largest water-body for several hundred kilometres distance around.
Habitat degradation caused by increasing numbers of livestock along
the shoreline is a problem, but is controlled to some extent by the lack
of dry-season grazing. There is some concern that the fishing villages
will grow too fast for the resource base and over-fishing will reduce
the value of the reservoir to the birds. The authorities are aware of
these concerns and recent prosecutions against illegal fishing practices
are helping to maintain a sustainable off-take. With improved access
the lake offers some potential for tourism.
■ Further reading
Baker (1995), Baker (1997), SWECO (1985).

Nyumba ya Mungu reservoir
Admin region Kilimanjaro, Arusha
Coordinates 03°40’S 37°20’E
Area 22,000 ha Altitude 670 m

TZ030

A4i ... continued
Sterna nilotica
Chlidonias hybridus
Rynchops flavirostris

Breeding (pairs)
—
—
—

Non-breeding
639 (1995)
1,500+ (1997)
726 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
The fishermen are tolerant of the birds and it is not unusual to see
hundreds of egrets, herons, storks, Scopus umbretta and waders around
the boats when a catch is being brought ashore. The swamp to the
north is heavily utilized by the fishermen, but still appears to be an
important breeding site for species such as Ardea purpurea and Ardeola
ralloides. There is uncontrolled cutting of the Acacia woodland to the
north of the swamp. Over-fishing is a potential threat. There are no
known pollution problems and the state power company is likely to
forbid uncontrolled expansion of the fishing villages.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Denny (1978).

A1, A3 (A08), A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
This reservoir was completed in 1965 by damming the Pangani river
downstream of the confluence of the Ruvu and Kikuletwa rivers. The
latter rises on Mount Meru to the north-west, collecting streams from
Mount Kilimanjaro on its way. The Ruvu flows from Lake Jipe to
the north-east and collects water from Mount Kilimanjaro and the
Pare mountains. The surrounding habitat is dry Commiphora–Acacia
woodland that slopes gently into the water. The lake is an important
fishery and virtually the whole shoreline is utilized by fisherman who
have established permanent settlements a few hundred metres from
the water’s edge. The resultant shoreline is short grassland that
becomes heavily overgrazed during the dry season. The northern shore,
between the two rivers, is a seasonal swamp of considerable size,
covering some 40 km² during the wet season. This swamp grades into
an extensive woodland of mature Acacia xanthophloea that may hold
an important heronry.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Such a large source of fresh water
in an otherwise dry environment is important to huge numbers of
birds of many species. Many thousands of doves fly in to drink each
day and there are often large mixed-species flocks of seed-eating
passerines during the non-breeding season. The shoreline attracts large
numbers of migrants, flocks of Charadrius asiaticus, Riparia riparia,
Anthus cervinus and Motacilla flava are regular visitors and both
Charadrius pecuarius and Vanellus spinosus occur in reasonable
numbers. Although this lake is a freshwater habitat there are recent
records of Charadrius pallidus, which suggests the habitat is facilitating
the spread of this species away from its traditional alkaline sites in the
Rift Valley. Maximum counts of Phoenicopterus minor have been of
no more than a few thousand birds, but the site is probably of most
importance during very dry years. Ardeola idae occurs and is probably
a regular non-breeding visitor. The Ardea cinerea colony along the
south-western shoreline is by far the largest known from East Africa.
Over 1,500 Egretta garzetta have been recorded in January.
The dry woodland holds populations of birds close to their southern
limits such as Batis perkeo, Dryoscopus pringlii, Colius leucocephalus
and Cosmopsarus regius. Along the Pangani river south of the dam
there is a healthy population of Podica senegalensis, and Circaetus
cinerascens probably breeds.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 48 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Egretta ardesiaca
—
1,200 (1995)
Dendrocygna bicolor
—
6,000 (1995)
Charadrius pecuarius
—
1,538 (1995)

Lake Natron
and Engaruka basin
Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 02°25’S 36°00’E
Area 154,000 ha Altitude 610 m

TZ031
A1, A3 (A08), A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
Lake Natron is a shallow soda-lake in a closed basin on the floor of
the Eastern Rift Valley. It extends 58 km south from the Kenyan
border with a mean width of 15 km. Although its surface area can
reach 850 km², the maximum depth is only 50 cm. There are
considerable seasonal fluctuations in surface area between the middle
of the dry season (November–December) and the end of the rains
(April–May). The water is highly saline with chloride concentrations
reaching 65,000 mg/litre and is unsuitable for direct human and
livestock use. The lake’s principal inflow is the perennial Ewaso Ngiro
river which rises on the Mau Escarpment in Kenya and flows
southwards along the eastern edge of the Nguruman Hills. Seasonal
drainage from within Tanzania includes major rivers from the Loita
Hills (rising in Kenya) and Longido mountains in the north-west, the
Gol mountains in the west, the Ngorongoro Highlands to the south
and minor streams from Mount Gelai in the south-east.
The surrounding land is dry bush dominated by Acacia thorn-trees,
inhabited by pastoralist Masai. There is some seasonal cultivation
along the riverbanks and a small settlement in the south associated
with a minor soda-extraction plant and a few small tourist camps.
Otherwise the general area is sparsely populated, the lack of fresh
water in the dry season controlling the populations of both man and
livestock. Engaruka is a shallow depression in the Rift Valley 50 km
north-north-east of Lake Manyara and 58 km south south-east of Lake
Natron. The centre of the depression is a semi-permanent lake covering
in excess of 400 ha. Surrounding this lake is a swamp that can extend
for up to 3 km, especially to the north and south-east. Beyond this
lies a shallow plain which is occasionally inundated over a further
4,000 ha. During dry years the area is a rather featureless plain fringed
with low acacia scrub and heavily grazed by herds of Masai cattle and
goats.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Lake Natron is the most
significant and regular breeding site for the majority of the world
population of Phoenicopterus minor. The lake also seasonally holds
significant numbers of waterbirds, many of which would probably
meet 1% thresholds, but for which data are lacking. Among these are
likely to be Phoenicopterus ruber, Plegadis falcinellus, Charadrius
pallidus and Calidris minuta. Of particular note is a count of
148,000 Ciconia abdimii in 1995 at Engaruka, and an estimated 60,000
were seen here in January 1998. A number of Somali–Masai biome
species reach their western limits in this area, including Emberiza
poliopleura, Mirafra poecilosterna and Apalis rufifrons.
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Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 33 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Phoenicopterus minor
500,000 (1994)
—
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur regularly at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are considerable numbers of ungulates in the ecosystem,
including Oryx gazella, while Lake Natron is the northern limit for
wildebeest Connochaetes migrating north from Tarangire National
Park.
■ Conservation issues
The lake and surrounding land have no protected status, but fall
within the Lake Natron Game Controlled Area, designated to regulate
the hunting of large mammals. Some form of official protection
for Lake Natron and the surrounding woodland is urgently required,
so the declared intention to designate the lake as Tanzania’s second
Ramsar Site is welcome. Hitherto, the breeding site of Phoenicopterus
minor has been protected by its remoteness and the climatic harshness
of the lake surface. There are, however, two potential threats.
There are plans to build a hydroelectric/irrigation dam on the Ewaso
Ngiro river in Kenya. Water would be diverted from other rivers within
Kenya and the increased flow used for irrigation in the marshland to
the north of the lake. This could result in a dramatic increase in the
volume of fresh water reaching the lake as well as chemical run-off
from fields of irrigated crops. Changes in the salinity of the lake would
destroy the blue-green algae which form the diet of Phoenicopterus
minor.
In addition, 25 km north of Lake Natron in Kenya is Lake Magadi,
the site of an intensive soda-extraction plant. There have been several
studies for a similar plant on Lake Natron and, indeed, a small
operation already exists in the south-western corner of the lake. One
of these studies has proposed the construction of a pipeline to Tanga
port to transport the soda ash. Such a scheme would require vast
amounts of water and would probably destroy the lake as a breeding
site for Phoenicopterus minor.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Bartholomew and Pennycuick (1973), Brown (1955), Grzimek
and Grzimek (1960), Guest and Stevens (1951), Kahl (1975), Rose and Scott
(1997), Woodworth (1995).

Rufiji Delta
Admin region Pwani
Coordinates 08°00’S 39°27’E
Area 72,000 ha Altitude 0–0 m

TZ032
A4i
Forest Reserves, Unprotected

■ Site description
The Ruaha–Kilombero–Rufiji is the longest and largest river
system in Tanzania, draining much of the southern highlands,
southern areas of the central plateau and the coastal lowlands. The
delta of the Rufiji river is the largest tidal mangrove wetland on
the eastern coast of Africa. Mangroves cover an area of 54,500 ha
within the delta, and are protected as the Mangrove-Rufiji Forest
Reserves. Seven genera of mangrove occur, with Rhizophora, Avicennia
and Heritiera dominant. There are several small settlements within
the delta.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The avifauna of the delta is poorly known.
The mangroves are probably a roosting site and feeding ground
for tens of thousands of migrant waterbirds, but fieldwork is
required to confirm this. A recent survey has added to earlier
counts, which covered only around 10% of the delta area. Both counts
revealed good numbers of waders including, in addition to those listed
below, 2,366 Calidris minuta and 199 Charadrius asiaticus.
Lamprotornis corruscus breeds almost exclusively in mangrove forest;
in all six species of the East African Coast biome have been recorded
(see Table 3).
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Key species
A4i
Tringa cinerea
Calidris ferruginea
Dromas ardeola
Sterna nilotica
Sterna bengalensis
Sterna saundersi

Breeding (pairs)
—
—
—
—
—
—

Non-breeding
708 (1988)
16,043 (2000)
3,402 (2000)
3,427 (2000)
1,939 (2000)
203 (2000)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None are known but the mammal Dugong dugon (VU) may still survive
in some of the cleaner waters.
■ Conservation issues
There were proposals for a 10,000 ha prawn farm that would have
effectively destroyed much of the natural habitat of the delta. It is
anticipated that smaller proposals may now be brought forward which
are still likely to damage the integrity of the site. Lamprotornis corruscus
is dependent on mature trees for nest-holes. The frequent cutting of
mangroves does not allow them to fully develop and the growing habit
of cutting ‘dead’ trees for firewood further reduces habitat viability for
this starling and other hole-nesting species such as Pogoniulus pusillus,
Lybius melanopterus and Halcyon senegaloides. These mangroves are
Forest Reserves, and are therefore protected by law; this needs much
improved enforcement.
■ Further reading
Barker (1936), Bregnballe et al. (1990), Grant (1938), Haldane (1946), Mkamba
(1988).

Lake Rukwa
Admin region Mbeya, Rukwa
Coordinates 08°11’S 32°52’E
Area 600,000 ha Altitude 800 m

TZ033
A2 (s055), A4i, A4iii
Game Reserves

■ Site description
The Rukwa trough is a blocked branch of the Western Rift Valley. It lies
parallel to Lake Tanganyika and is connected to the rift in the northwest by the flood-plain of Katavi National Park (TZ002) and the Karema
Gap. The valley lies at an elevation of 790 m and is enclosed on both
sides by escarpments. To the south-west the land rises steeply to 2,664 m
on the Ufipa plateau and to the north-east in a series of smaller scarps
and rolling hills to 1,707 m at Mount Sange. The lake has no outlets.
Water-levels fluctuate widely with a grassy plain often separating the
valley into two lakes, both of which may dry out completely following
several years of low rainfall. The lake level is presently higher than at any
other time in living memory, having been steadily rising since the 1960s.
There is usually an impressive wetland of papyrus Cyperus papyrus and
reed Phragmites at the northern end of the lake where the Rungwa river
and a number of smaller streams form a wide, shallow delta.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Most information derives from a species list
compiled in the 1950s which details 363 species. Eight species of global
conservation concern have been recorded but, as all data refer to the
1950s, their current status is unknown. Falco naumanni was described
as a frequent passage migrant, Circus macrourus as an abundant winter
visitor, Crex crex as an occasional passage migrant, Gallinago media as
a frequent winter visitor and Glareola nordmanni a rare visitor. Grus
carunculatus was a frequent resident, but increased water-levels probably
now mean that it is a rare bird. There are a few records of Balaeniceps
rex. Phoenicopterus minor is only likely to be a visitor to the site,
especially given higher water-levels and lower alkalinity. Historically,
attempts at breeding have been described.
The Rukwa valley is the southernmost point of the Somali–Masai
biome (three species occur; see Table 3) and represents the southern
limit for several species’ ranges in East Africa, including Struthio camelus.
The records of Botaurus stellaris represent the most northerly distribution
of the southern African population while a flock of six Ciconia nigra
may be among the most southerly records of this Palearctic winter visitor.
Generally rare species in Tanzania known from this site include Falco
vespertinus and Porzana pusilla and it is one of the few localities where
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both Campethera bennettii and Campethera nubica are sympatric. Mirafra
albicauda rukwensis was described from the Lake Rukwa grasslands.
Ploceus reichardi may still be locally common in lakeside habitat.
Key species
A2 (s055) South-west Tanzanian swamps Secondary Area: Ploceus reichardi has been
recorded at this site.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Pelecanus onocrotalus
—
40,000–60,000 (1950s)
Plegadis falcinellus
—
“vast flocks” (1950s)
Plectropterus gambensis
—
“vast flocks” (1950s)
Chlidonias leucopterus
—
11,906 (1995)
Rynchops flavirostris
—
1,500 (1995)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur have been recorded at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
A number of large mammals occur, including Kobus vardoni (LR/cd).
Loxodonta africana (EN) probably still occurs. There is an endemic
fish Oreochromis rukwaensis.

A4i ... continued
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Anas erythrorhyncha
—
30,000 (1993)
Fulica cristata
—
10,000+ (1993)
Charadrius asiaticus
—
2,100 (1995)
Limosa limosa
—
7,000 (1993)
Sterna nilotica
—
2,000 (1994)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur regularly at this site.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Both lakes are affected by growing urban sprawl, which practically
reaches the high-water shoreline. Uncontrolled trapping for the
international trade in larger waterbirds (including both species of
flamingo) is a problem.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997).

■ Conservation issues
Much of the northern section of the lake is within the Rukwa Game
Reserve (400,000 ha) which abuts the expanded Mlele Game
Controlled Area (300,000 ha). On the north-eastern shore is the
recently (1997) upgraded Lukwati Game Reserve (314,600 ha). The
Uwanda Game Reserve (500,000 ha) covers much of the remaining
lake ecosystem. There appear to be no immediate threats to this site.
Over-fishing is a potential problem, but only locally. Deforestation
of the woodlands to the east of the lake and an increase in cattle are
potential threats, but the human population of the valley is still low.
■ Further reading
Albrecht (1964), Baker (1997), Beesley (1956), Britton (1980), Condry (1967),
Dean (1963), Gunn (1954), Hughes and Hughes (1992), Rodgers (1978), Rodgers
(1982), Vesey-FitzGerald (1954, 1957a, b, c), Vesey-FitzGerald and Beesley
(1960).

Singida lakes

TZ034

Admin region Singida
Coordinates 04°18’S 34°42’E
Area c.1,100 ha Altitude 1,500 m

A1, A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
Singida town sits on a raised plateau at the south-western end of the
Mbulu Highlands and between the two lakes, Singida and Kandai, which
comprise the IBA. The western arm of the Eastern Rift lies to the north
and west and the eastern arm to the east. The two lakes are typical Rift
Valley lakes and receive rainwater only from the surrounding low-lying
hills. Lake Singida is the more alkaline and the more likely to evaporate
completely during dry periods. Lake Kindai, although fresher, appears
to attract fewer birds, but there is extensive movement between the two.
Beyond the northern end of Lake Kindai lies a marsh, its size dependent
on lake levels and local rainfall.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Although rarely visited by ornithologists, the
lakes are of great importance to waterbirds. Several species probably
occur in numbers greater than are currently known, particularly
Thalassornis leuconotus. Over 1,000 Pelecanus onocrotalus have been
recorded. A count of 7,000 Limosa limosa in December 1993 was by far
the highest ever count within East Africa and evidence of a previously
unknown wintering population. There are no known counts of flamingos
but both species are included here on anecdotal evidence. There is no
doubt that both lakes, especially Lake Singida, are seasonally important
to the Rift Valley population of these birds. A single flock of more than
1,000 Falco naumanni was recorded on grass plains north-east of the
lake, but it is not clear if the site is regularly used.
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
A4i
Phoenicopterus ruber
Phoenicopterus minor

Breeding (pairs)
—
—

Non-breeding
“low thousands”
“tens of thousands”

Tanga North–Kibo saltpans

TZ035

Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 04°49’S 39°10’E
Area 300 ha Altitude 0–0 m

A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
This series of saltpans is situated to the south-west of Moa village, north
of Tanga. They are typical of hundreds of small-scale salt-workings
along the Tanzanian coast. They rely on solar evaporation in an area
of relatively high rainfall and are therefore rather inefficient for salt
production. There is a corresponding lack of capital investment and
much of the site is relatively neglected and undisturbed.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Little is known about the site; the only data
available come from a January 1995 waterbird survey. This survey also
recorded 1,550 Calidris ferruginea. More information is needed to assess
how frequently such numbers occur and the extent to which the saltpans
are utilized.
Key species
A4i
Charadrius leschenaultii

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
2,200 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
No threats are known.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Bregnballe et al. (1990).

Tanga South
Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 05°15’S 39°46’E
Area 4,400 ha Altitude 0–0 m

TZ036
A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
The southern boundary of this coastal site, to the south of the town
of Tanga, is formed by an extensive area of mangroves in relatively
good condition. On the landward side of the site, a line 200 m above
the high-tide mark is taken as the IBA boundary, as development in
this zone would affect the mangroves and intertidal areas. The site
includes saltpans at Mwarongo, which are relatively undisturbed and
abut an area of Avicennia mangrove. The sand-spit on the mouth of
the Kione river changes shape and size annually.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Bird counts have only been conducted for
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part of the site, in 1995. The saltpans are potentially important feeding
and roosting sites.
Key species
A4i
Dromas ardeola
Charadrius leschenaultii

Breeding (pairs)
—
—

Non-breeding
750 (1995)
1,823 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Levels of exploitation of the mangrove will rise as local human
populations increase. An IUCN coastal management project is seeking
to address these concerns.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997).

Lake Tlawi

TZ037

Admin region Arusha
Coordinates 03°54’S 35°28’E
Area 300 ha Altitude 1,800 m

A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
This highland freshwater lake is situated south of Mbulu town on the
road to Dongobesh in the Mbulu Highlands, to the west of the Nou
Forest. It was formed naturally by the blocking of a stream flowing
westwards from Nou Forest to the Yaida Chini swamps that lie to the
south-east of Lake Eyasi (TZ023).
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The only recent data available for this site are
from January 1996, when records included a large flock of Fulica cristata,
104 Ardeola ralloides and 1,535 Chlidonias leucopterus. This lake seems
to be one of few that may be important for the East African population
of Fulica cristata. Historically, Moreau mentioned “some dozens” of
Podiceps cristatus, but this is now a very rare bird in East Africa. There
are historical records of Oxyura maccoa which probably bred.
Key species
A4i
Fulica cristata

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
12,100 (1996)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
This lake is virtually all that remains of a series of freshwater lakes,
ponds and permanent swamps that were, until recently, a feature of the
Mbulu Highlands. The draining, siltation, over-fishing and general
degradation of these wetlands for cultivation and cattle-rearing during
the last few decades is a clear example of what unregulated use can do to
areas outside the protected-area network. The drastic reduction in the
population of Podiceps cristatus and Oxyura maccoa in both Tanzania
and Kenya is a strong indication that highland freshwater habitats are
declining at an alarming rate. A wise-use policy needs to be developed
at the local level to try and save the remaining habitats, especially those
of considerable conservation importance such as Lake Tlawi.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Elliott and Fuggles-Couchman (1948), Moreau (1937, 1938).

Usangu flats
Admin region Mbeya
Coordinates 08°30’S 34°15’E
Area 300,000 ha
Altitude c.1,000–1,060 m

TZ038
A1, A3 (A08, A10), A4i
Game Reserve,
Unprotected

■ Site description
This seasonally inundated flood-plain lies to the north of the Chimala
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Escarpment along the northern edge of the Kipengire mountains. To
the west the Mbeya mountains extend north beyond Chunya and to
the north and east lie gently rising hills cloaked in miombo woodland.
Several major rivers flow from these highland areas to form the Ruaha
river that meanders north-eastwards through the flood-plain before
becoming the southern border of Ruaha National Park (TZ007). The
natural vegetation of the Usangu varies from small areas of permanent
swamp and waterside vegetation in numerous oxbow lakes, through
open grassland (much of this is now permanent bare ground due to
overgrazing) and thickets of Acacia seyal and Acacia kirkii thorn-bush.
On slightly higher ground Commiphora and Combretum woodlands
dominate (depending on soil characteristics) and these mix with miombo
woodland towards the hills. In the more open, rocky areas baobabs are
characteristic.
The Great North Road runs along the base of the Chimala
Escarpment and from this access point two commercial rice-schemes
penetrate into the Usangu. These rice-schemes hold permanent water
and are an important habitat for many birds, especially during the
dry season (June–October). A new rice-scheme at Madibira will also
become important to wetland birds, especially when permanent
vegetation develops.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Some 418 species have been
recorded from the site. Most records of waterbirds are from a tiny area
around the Mbarali and Kapunga rice-schemes and numbers of
waterbirds in the whole site are likely to be larger than given. Most
information is qualitative; ‘acres’ of Dendrocygna bicolor, for example.
Balearica regulorum certainly occurred until recently in thousands and
the population of Plectropterus gambensis may number tens of
thousands. Among species likely to meet 1% thresholds are Egretta
garzetta, Ardeola ralloides, Ardeola rufiventris, Mycteria ibis, Anastomus
lamelligerus, Plegadis falcinellus, Dendrocygna bicolor, Plectropterus
gambensis, Himantopus himantopus, Charadrius asiaticus and Vanellus
albiceps. This is the only regular site known in East Africa for significant
numbers of Glareola nordmanni. Grus carunculatus occurs at the Mbarali
rice-scheme; 12 in January 1995. Acrocephalus griseldis is only known
from a single record in 1995, but it may winter in reasonable numbers.
Falco naumanni (passage) and Gallinago media (winter visitor) have been
recorded in small numbers and there are several recent records of Circus
macrourus.
The Usangu is the only known locality in Tanzania that holds
populations of four species of coucal; Centropus cupreicaudus, C.
superciliosus, C. senegalensis and C. grillii all breed at Mbarali and the
first three are likely to be resident there. Burned grassland is utilized by
a small population of Ardeotis denhami that are probably cold-season
altitudinal migrants from the nearby Kitulo plateau (TZ073). The
Usangu basin represents the southernmost extension of the Somali–
Masai arid corridor. This is reflected in the avifauna which includes two
Tanzanian endemics, Cosmopsarus unicolor and Agapornis personatus.
Key species
A1
Grus carunculatus
Glareola nordmanni
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 21 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 10 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Glareola pratincola
—
1,500 (1995)
Glareola nordmanni
—
150+

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Large mammals listed for the site include Loxodonta africana (EN)
and Panthera leo (VU). Lycaon pictus (EN) are likely to occur, but
Diceros bicornis (CR) were extirpated during the late 1970s. There is a
large selection of antelope including Hippotragus equinus (LR/cd) and
H. niger (LR/cd).
■ Conservation issues
There is extensive degradation of the woodland and grassland habitat
as a result of massive overgrazing. The type and quantity of chemicals
applied at the three commercial rice-schemes are a concern and there
is anecdotal evidence of large-scale bird-kills. Many large waterbirds
are shot for food; duck hunting is regular and birds such as Haliaeetus
vocifer have been accidentally shot in the past. The Usangu Game
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Reserve covers part of the IBA, although the adjacent permanent
Lyanyoni swamps are excluded.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.

■ Further reading

■ Conservation issues
Regular counts should be taken of all roost-sites and any breeding
colonies within the area.

Baker (1997), Elliott (1983), Ministry of Water (2000), Moirana and Nahonyo
(1996), Procter (1968), Wright (1968).

■ Further reading

Lake Victoria—Bumbire islands
Admin region Kagera
Coordinates 01°40’S 31°52’E
Area 48,000 ha Altitude 1,134 m

TZ039
A4i, A4iii
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Bumbire islands are located 15 km off the western shore of Lake
Victoria. They extend 28 km from north to south, beginning some
20 km south of Bukoba. The main island, Bumbire, lies between the
smaller islands of Nyabura to the north and Iroba to the south; there
are also numerous tiny islets. Bumbire is permanently inhabited,
mainly by fishermen. Bumbire rises 120 m above the lake and still
contains areas of large trees.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The only data come from a partial survey in
January 1995; figures given are therefore minima. Further counts may
show that Phalacrocorax africanus and Egretta garzetta exceed the
1% thresholds. Bumbire has enough large trees to support a breeding
colony of Phalacrocorax carbo on its northern tip. Another major
colony lies on the western edge of Iroba island. In addition, two species
of the Lake Victoria Basin biome have been recorded (see Table 3).
Key species
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Phalacrocorax carbo
18,880 (1995)
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur at this site.

Non-breeding
—

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Recognition of these islands as internationally important will alert
regional and district officials to birds which are often perceived as
common and of little significance except as predators of fish. However,
a healthy population of fish-eating birds is indicative of substantial
fish stocks, of vital importance to local communities.

Baker (1997).

Lake Victoria—Mara Bay
and Masirori swamp

TZ041

Admin region Mara
Coordinates 01°30’S 33°50’E
Area 50,000 ha Altitude 1,134 m

A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
Mara Bay is situated at the entrance to Musoma town and harbour
on the eastern shore of Lake Victoria. At the eastern edge of the bay
is the mouth of the Mara river, backed by Masirori swamp, an
extensive area of papyrus Cyperus papyrus. There are a number of
islands at the entrance to the bay including Lukuba, Kyameto, Ngoche,
Bugambwa and Myonyo. The shore in this area of the lake is generally
well-settled with little natural vegetation.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. Chlidonias leucopterus use the area in large
numbers on a regular basis. In January 1995 a roost on Ryamugasire
island, immediately to the east of Musoma town, contained a minimum
of 3,500 Phalacrocorax carbo, 1,500 Phalacrocorax africanus and 924
Egretta garzetta. Some of these birds may have been included in counts
of birds along a 5 km stretch of shoreline which revealed 500
Phalacrocorax carbo and 1,500 Phalacrocorax africanus. The islands at
the entrance of the bay may provide significant roost and breeding sites
for these species. Further work is required to refine the boundaries of
the site, especially at Masirori swamp. A single Balaeniceps rex has been
reported from this site and surveys are likely to reveal that species of
the Lake Victoria Basin biome occur.
Key species
A4i
Chlidonias leucopterus

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
10,000+ (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.

■ Further reading
Baker (1997).

Lake Victoria—Mwanza Gulf
Admin region Mwanza
Coordinates 02°30’S 32°50’E
Area 25,000 ha Altitude 1,134 m

TZ040
A4i
Unprotected

■ Conservation issues
Human densities are high and most of the shoreline is therefore unsuitable
for nesting or roosting birds. Many of the islands and islets are, however,
too small to sustain human settlement. A survey of Masirori swamp is
a priority as it may well be the largest remaining swamp on the eastern
shore of Lake Victoria. There are plans to divert water from the Mara
river in Kenya that may drastically alter the swamp’s ecology.
■ Further reading

■ Site description
The site covers part of Mwanza Gulf in the south-eastern corner of
Lake Victoria, centred on the southern shore of a bay to the south of
Busisi. The site also contains areas of papyrus Cyperus papyrus swamp.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The only data available are from a 1995
waterbird survey. Numbers given are minima. The main roost-site south
of Busisi held at least 15,000 birds. Numbers of Phalacrocorax carbo
are likely to be seasonally higher than the 3,300 estimated and
Phalacrocorax africanus probably exceeds the estimated 500 birds at
certain times. No attempts have been made to survey the papyrus
swamps and further work may reveal that species of the Lake Victoria
Basin biome occur.
Key species
A4i
Egretta garzetta

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
5,000 (1995)

Baker (1997).

Lake Victoria—Bunda Bay
Admin region Mwanza, Mara
Coordinates 02°15’S 33°40’E
Area 30,000ha Altitude 1,134 m

TZ042
A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
Bunda Bay lies at the eastern end of the Speke Gulf. The gulf itself
forms a large indentation in the eastern lake shore, to the north of
Mwanza town, and is approximately 80 km long. Virtually the whole
shoreline of the bay is heavily populated.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. A significant roost of Egretta garzetta occurs
on Machuera and Namguma islands. More than 6,000 birds were
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counted in the area yet the total for the whole of Speke Gulf must be
several times higher.
Key species
A4i
Egretta garzetta

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.

■ Conservation issues
In 1995 there was constant disturbance of the bay from fishermen
and villagers. It may well prove impossible to apply sensible
conservation measures to areas of shoreline, but protection of groups
of islands may be realistic.

■ Conservation issues
Over the last 35 years there has been extensive habitat destruction and
alteration such that there are now far fewer trees and increased erosion.
However, during periods of heavy rain the area becomes inhospitable to
man and his livestock and this is when waterbirds breed. The exceptional
rains in late 1961 caused excessive inundation and may well have
concentrated the larger waterbirds in exceptional numbers at Chagana,
subsequently reported by Stronach. During a ‘normal’ year the same
number of birds may breed, but scattered more widely throughout the
flood-plain. The Acacia drepanolobium woodland is threatened by
overgrazing and repeated burning. There are no permanent settlements
on the flood-plain and few large villages around the periphery.

■ Further reading

■ Further reading

Baker (1997).

Collar and Stuart (1985), Stronach (1968), Stuart and Collar (1985).

Breeding (pairs)
—

Non-breeding
6,056 (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.

Wembere steppe

TZ043

Admin region Tabora, Singida
Coordinates 04°30’S 34°00’E
A1, A2 (108), A3 (A08), A4i, A4iii
Area 160,000 ha Altitude 1,150 m
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Wembere river rises in hilly country at 06°S, south-east of Tabora
and south-west of Singida. It forms the major river of the Eyasi internal
drainage basin and flows north through the Wembere flood-plain
before turning north-east at Lake Kitangire (TZ026) and thence into
Lake Eyasi (TZ023). The Wembere flood-plain consists of open
grassland intersected by drainage lines on the black cotton soil. Stands
of Acacia seyal and Acacia drepanolobium grow around the edge of
the plain, their exact distribution depending on the extent of
waterlogging in the wet season. There are areas of Aeschynomene which
die back during the dry season and produce dense stands after heavy
rains.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The area is generally poorly
known and only 177 species have been recorded from the area. The
data here are mainly from fieldwork by Stronach in 1962. Apalis
karamoja stronachi was discovered in 1962 at Ngongoro in the
Wembere steppe. Its preferred habitat is Acacia drepanolobium
woodland. Falco naumanni and Circus macrourus are likely to occur
either on passage or may overwinter. Agapornis fischeri occurs in
woodland along the fringe of the southern end of the flood-plain, one
of only three concentrations of this species, and Histurgops ruficauda
is locally frequent in woodland along the fringes of the flood-plain.
Cosmopsarus unicolor probably also occurs and a fourth endemic,
Francolinus rufopictus, may occur on the western fringes of the site.
Interesting species recorded in the 1960s included Gorsachius
leuconotus, Ardea goliath, Ardea purpurea, Ixobrychus sturmii,
Ixobrychus minutus, Mesophoyx intermedia, Egretta ardesiaca and
Plegadis falcinellus.
Key species
A1
Apalis karamojae
A2 (108) Serengeti plains EBA: Three of the six species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 20 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Phalacrocorax africanus
10,000 (1962)
—
Anhinga rufa
8,000 (1962)
—
Egretta garzetta
1,500+ (1962)
—
Casmerodius albus
“hundreds of nests” (1962)
—
Bubulcus ibis
10,000 (1962)
—
Nycticorax nycticorax
1,000 (1962)
—
Mycteria ibis
2,000+ (1962)
—
Anastomus lamelligerus
2,000 individuals (1962)
—
Threskiornis aethiopicus
2,000+ (1962)
—
Platalea alba
250 (1962)
—
A4iii
More than 20,000 waterbirds occur at this site.
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Zanzibar island—south coast
Admin region Zanzibar and Pemba
Coordinates 06°18’S 39°19’E
Area 4,000 ha Altitude 0–0 m

TZ044
A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site is located on the south coast of the island of Unguja,
commonly known as Zanzibar island, together with an associated islet.
The site covers the two adjacent bays of Kiwani and Kombeni in the
south-west of the island which have a soft sediment of coral silt. There
is a more or less continuous stand of mangroves at the top of the bay.
Chumbe island lies 5 km south-west of the mainland of Zanzibar,
separated from Kombeni Bay by the Fumba peninsula. It is a small
coral islet, not much more than 1 km long and only 200 m wide.
■ Birds
See Box for key species. The areas of silt attract large numbers of
Palearctic waders and the mangroves are important roost-sites. Two
tiny mushroom-coral islets a few hundred metres off the southern tip
of Chumbe hold a colony of Sterna dougallii. Apart from coastal
thicket species such as Nectarinia veroxii and Cossypha natalensis,
Chumbe holds an interesting population of what are accepted to be
Acrocephalus scirpaceus, existing in dry coral-rag thicket.
Key species
A4i
Dromas ardeola
Tringa cinerea
Sterna dougallii

Breeding (pairs)
—
—
750 (1994)

Non-breeding
712 (1998)
1,083 (1998)
—

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Chumbe island is well-established as an environmentally friendly
holiday resort and education centre. This philosophy requires
extending to the adjacent mainland. Predation by rats and Corvus
splendens is a serious problem for Sterna dougallii. The islets should
be cleared of rats and Chumbe should be kept free of Corvus splendens.
■ Further reading
Bregnballe et al. (1990), Geene (2001), Iles (1994).

Zanzibar island—east coast
Admin region Zanzibar and Pemba
Coordinates 06°11’S 39°29’E
Area 10,000 ha Altitude 0–0 m

TZ045
A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site is located on the east coast of Zanzibar (Unguja). The site
extends north from the village of Paje to Chwaka Bay (7,500 ha), which
provides shelter from the south-east monsoon and prevailing sea
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currents. Chwaka Bay has extensive stands of mangroves along its
southern shore.

■ Birds
See Box for key species. Chwaka Bay provides extensive feeding
grounds for shorebirds. In addition to those listed below, 320 Arenaria
interpres where recorded in 1989. Morus capensis, a rare visitor to
East African waters, has been recorded off Paje.
Key species
A4i
Dromas ardeola
Charadrius leschenaultii
Sterna saundersi

Breeding (pairs)
—
—
—

Non-breeding
1,633 (1998)
1,805 (1998)
3,050 (1989)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Tourism results in some disturbance to feeding birds, but is unlikely
to cause serious problems.

Beamys hindei (VU) as well as rare bats. A shrew species is possibly
endemic to the area. There are 17 forest-dependent reptiles, 10
amphibians and two possibly endemic plants.

■ Conservation issues
The wide firebreaks and lack of commercial timber are a clear
indication of extensive logging in the recent past. However, the amount
of dead standing timber indicates that pressure on the forest in the
early 1980s was rather limited. The area was proposed as a Forest
Reserve in 1958, but this was never followed through. The World Wide
Fund for Nature have followed up an earlier initiative by the Wildlife
Conservation Society of Tanzania and manage a conservation and
development project in the area. The Tanzania Government is now
actively pursuing proposals for a new National Park in the area, which
would include Zaraninge Forest, along with Saadani Game Reserve
and Mkwaja Ranch.
The creation of commercial plantations of mvule Chlorophora
excelsa on the western and northern borders of the proposed Forest
Reserve offers long-term enrichment of the forest ecosystem and the
prospects of participation in a viable rural economy to the villagers
of Bagamoyo District. There are nine other designated or proposed
Forest Reserves in the district, the avifaunas of which are unknown.

■ References
■ Further reading

Bregnballe et al. (1990), Geene (2001), Iles (1994).

Burgess and Clarke (2000), Burgess, Cutts et al. (1991), Clarke and Dickinson
(1995), Faldborg et al. (1991), Mlingwa (1991), Mwasumbi et al. (1994).

Bagamoyo District coastal forests
Admin region Pwani
Coordinates 06°10’S 38°40’E
Area 20,000 ha Altitude 100–300 m

TZ046

A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Zaraninge forest, at almost 20,000 ha, is the only forested area, among
10 actual or proposed Forest Reserves in Bagamoyo District, which
has been investigated for birds. Within Zaraninge, a proposed reserve,
the main area of interest is a relatively small (1,200 ha) patch of
evergreen forest on the Kiono plateau in the western half of the
proposed reserve within which six tree assemblages have been
identified. The bulk of the site is rather open woodland with
Terminalia, Diospyros, Albizia, Sterculia and Grewia. There is a
seasonal marsh within Zaraninge. The eastern boundary of the forest
is the Central Railway that runs due north along the edge of the coastal
plain. Immediately to the east of the railway is the Sadaani Game
Reserve that extends to the Indian Ocean, 15 km away.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna of Zaraninge
was unknown until 1985. Hole-nesting species such as Campethera
cailliautii, Apaloderma narina, Tockus alboterminatus and Poicephalus
robustus are far more common than in similar forests elsewhere,
perhaps because of the large number of dead trees. Anthreptes
reichenowi yokanae is especially common as is Telophorus quadricolor,
a thicket and forest-edge species, which indicates the openness of the
habitat. Circaetus fasciolatus is a low-density resident. However, by
far the most exciting discovery at this site has been records of Anthus
sokokensis, perhaps the most enigmatic of the coastal forest birds in
Tanzania. Because of logistical difficulties virtually no fieldwork has
been undertaken during the long rains when species such as Pitta
angolensis and the globally threatened Zoothera guttata could be
expected to occur on passage. Ringing studies have indicated that
nominally montane populations of Pogonocichla stellata winter in
Zaraninge, where they undergo their annual moult.
Key species
A1
Anthus sokokensis
Anthreptes reichenowi
Circaetus fasciolatus
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 13 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals of global conservation concern include Loxodonta africana
(EN), Rhynchocyon petersi (EN), Galago zanzibaricus (LR/nt) and

Kisarawe District coastal forests
Admin region Pwani
Coordinates 06°55’S 39°00’E
Area 42,000 ha Altitude 100–305 m

TZ047

A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09, A10)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The range of low hills running south-west from Dar es Salaam to the
border of the Selous Game Reserve attracts higher rainfall than the
coastal plain and this has resulted in the development of evergreen
forest with a poor ground flora on the mainly dry sandy soils. Three
Forest Reserves comprise this site: Pugu Hills Forest Reserve
(2,180 ha), of which less than 400 ha remains in reasonable condition;
Kazimzumbwi Forest Reserve (4,887 ha), of which perhaps only
900 ha can be considered forest; and Ruvu South Forest Reserve
(35,000 ha), of which only 10,000 ha can be considered forest. The
north-eastern corner of Ruvu South comes within 1 km of the northwestern end of Pugu and is only 2 km from the western edge of
Kazimzumbwi. Forest composition varies considerably between the
three reserves, largely due to the past removal of valued timber, but
also reflecting differing soil and groundwater conditions. The only
tall (35 m) emergents in Pugu are a few Antiaris toxicaria and Dialium
holtzii in the Msimbazi valley. There are even fewer tall emergents in
Kazimzumbwi, and Ruvu South is characterized by extensive
Zanzibar–Inhambane scrub-forest that may be natural climax
vegetation. There are also large stands of riparian forest in Ruvu
South, as well as at least two swamps and areas of grass-covered floodplain. The site has two major railway systems passing through it; the
need to protect embankments and cuttings should help ensure some
forest remains on the steeper slopes.
Vikindu Forest Reserve (1,599 ha, much of which is plantation),
to the south of Dar es Salaam, was known to hold Anthus sokokensis,
but is so badly degraded that attempts to protect it were abandoned
and it has not been included in this site.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Circaetus fasciolatus is a
low-density resident. Anthus sokokensis is known from Ruvu South,
but can only be a rare, low-density species. Zoothera guttata is a regular
passage migrant, particularly in May when birds are moving north from
their southern breeding grounds. Sheppardia gunningi is a locally
common resident at all three forests and Ruvu South may hold
Tanzania’s largest population of this species. The forest birds of Pugu
and Kazimzumbwi are well known. Those of the forest of Ruvu South
have received far less attention, but the avifauna of the woodlands is
better known and includes such localized species as Glaucidium capense,
Neafrapus boehmi, Pachycoccyx audeberti, Campethera bennettii and
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Pyrenestes minor, as well as uncommon migrants such as Coturnix
chinensis. Pogonocichla stellata is a regular migrant from montane
habitats. Other visitors from higher altitudes have included Sarothrura
elegans, Columba larvata, Coracina caesia, Zoothera gurneyi and
Andropadus milanjensis. Regular Afrotropical migrants include large
numbers of Cossypha natalensis (which is also a low-density resident)
and small numbers of Pitta angolensis. Trichastoma rufipennis
puguensis is locally endemic.
Key species
Circaetus fasciolatus
Zoothera guttata
A1
Anthus sokokensis
Sheppardia gunningi
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 16 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: Seven of the 40 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
A population of Loxodonta africana (EN) is associated with Ruvu
South and may well move between this site and the northern
approaches of the Selous Game Reserve.
■ Conservation issues
The close proximity to Dar es Salaam has always placed high pressure
on these Forest Reserves. In addition, the Pugu Hills hold one of the
world’s largest and most easily accessible deposits of kaolin.
Maintaining forest on the hills is important for water-catchment
management. Repeated illegal invasions of Kazimzumbwi Forest
Reserve have been well publicized. The Wildlife Conservation Society
of Tanzania, in conjunction with the Forest Department, CARE and
WWF, are running a long-term conservation programme in the area.
The extensive plantations of exotic Cassia and Eucalyptus within Pugu
should be removed and replaced with indigenous trees. There are
kaolin deposits under the Pugu Hills, the exploition of which would
necessarily result in destruction of habitat.
■ Further reading
Baker (1984), Baker and Baker (1992, 1994b), Baker and Howell (1992), Clarke
and Dickinson (1995), Fottland (1996), Harvey and Howell (1987), Howell
(1981), Mlingwa (1993, 1996a, b).

Rufiji District coastal forests
Admin region Pwani
Coordinates 08°00’S 39°00’E
Area 2,025 ha Altitude 10–740 m

TZ048

A1, A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves, Unprotected

■ Site description
Rufiji District covers a wedge of low-lying land extending from the
Rufiji delta 175 km inland, along both banks of the Rufiji river. The
western part of the district is included within the Selous Game Reserve
(TZ018). Twenty-three Forest Reserves are listed for Rufiji District.
Only two have been investigated for their birds, Kiwengoma (2,025 ha)
in the Matumbi Hills and Mangrove-Rufiji (included in site TZ032).
The Kichi Hills which rise to 616 m, some 30 km south-south-west of
Utete, are cloaked in what appears to be woodland with forest in the
wetter valleys. The following Forest Reserves, both north and south
of the Rufiji river, are not currently included as part of this IBA, but
require further investigation: Katundu, Kikale, Kipo, Mchungu,
Mohoro, Mpanga, Mtanza, Mtita, Namakutwa, Ngulakula,
Nyumburuni, Nyamuete, Ruhoi river, Rupiage, Tamburu and Utete.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Circaetus fasciolatus is probably
a low-density resident. Zoothera guttata has not been recorded from
this IBA, but can be expected to occur on passage. The Rufiji river is
an important physical barrier for several bird populations. Examples
of this include Pitta angolensis, which breeds up to the Rufiji, but not
north of it, Erythrocercus holochlorus of the northern coast which is
replaced by Erythrocercus livingstonei from the river southwards, and
the northern coastal population of Ploceus bicolor is of the race kersteni
while south of the Rufiji it is the distinctive race stictifrons.
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Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 10 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The forests of the Matumbi Hills are known to support a few endemic
plant species and a probable endemic shrew. The Kichi Hills are also
botanically rich, although their faunas are not known.
■ Conservation issues
Kiwengoma forest and adjacent areas is one of the largest blocks of
contiguous forest in coastal Tanzania yet much of it is not afforded
any official protection. During the late 1980s and early 1990s much
of the timber of commercial value was removed illegally. However,
the remaining habitat is still believed to be in reasonable condition
and recent initiatives by WWF and the Forest Department to have
the forest gazetted are making encouraging progress. A detailed survey
of the Kichi Hills and of all the other unknown forest blocks is
needed.
■ Further reading
Baker (1993), Britton (1980), Burgess, Huxham et al. (1991), Burgess and Clarke
(2000), Clark and Dickinson (1995), Davies (1990), Fottland (1996).

Pande and Dodwe coastal forests
Admin region Dar es Salaam
Coordinates 07°00’S 39°10’E
Area 1,600 ha Altitude 100–200 m

TZ049

A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09)
Game Reserve, Forest Reserve

■ Site description
The site comprises two small, forested areas on the outskirts of the
city of Dar es Salaam: Pande Game Reserve (1,226 ha) to the northwest of the city and Dondwe forest (area unknown) to the south. Pande
covers a low sandstone ridge 16 km from the Indian Ocean and 6 km
from the Dar es Salaam to Bagamoyo road. Four distinct tree-species
assemblages have been described. The remaining forest is surrounded
by fire-maintained grassland and secondary scrub. Dondwe forest is
rather ill-defined and is not mapped. The forested area so far identified
is centred on an open prison and a private farm. Parts of Dondwe
flood seasonally.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Circaetus fasciolatus is a
low-density resident in both forests. There are several recent records
of Anthus sokokensis from Dondwe whilst Zoothera guttata is a regular
passage migrant and Sheppardia gunningi a low-density resident. Forest
species at Pande include Apaloderma narina, Smithornis capensis,
Dicrurus ludwigii, Phyllastrephus flavostriatus, Neocossyphus rufus and
Erythrocercus holochlorus. The avifauna of Dondwe forests is similar
to that of the nearby Pugu Hills forests (TZ047) and includes the usual
species found north of the Rufiji Delta including the locally endemic
Trichastoma rufipennis puguensis.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Sheppardia gunningi
Anthus sokokensis
Anthreptes reichenowi
Zoothera guttata
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 14 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Three endemic plants and two near-endemics are known from Pande.
■ Conservation issues
Dondwe requires careful mapping to identify remaining forest and
discussions held with owners and stakeholders, with a view to it being
given protected status. The fate of Pande forest has been a regular
local news item for at least 15 years and it is now nominally protected
as a Game Reserve. During the 1980s and early 1990s Pande was used
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as a source of charcoal, fuelwood and timber by members of the armed
forces. By 1990 most of the large trees had been removed and smaller
ones were regularly being cut.

■ Further reading
Burgess and Clarke (in press), Burgess, Huxham et al. (1991), Clarke and
Dickinson (1995).

Kilwa District coastal forests
Admin region Lindi
Coordinates 09°00’S 39°0’E
Area 213,853 ha Altitude 100–540 m

TZ050
A1, A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The coastal lowlands south of the Rufiji river are characterized by
low-lying hills over a sandstone base with poor quality soils. The
natural vegetation ranges from mangrove and coastal thicket through
coastal woodland to extensive areas of Brachystegia woodland. In
the wetter valleys and along some east-facing escarpments there are
patches of closed-canopy coastal forest. The following 15 Forest
Reserves are listed for Kilwa District, of which only three are known
ornithogically, the remainder are included only provisionally: Kisangi
(310 ha), Kitope Hill (3,378 ha), Malehi (38,850 ha), Mangrove-Kilwa
(13,995 ha), Mbinga Kimanji (1,874 ha), Mitarure (60,484 ha),
Mitundumbea (8,547 ha), Nampekeso–Naminangu (600 ha),
Ngarama North (39,628 ha), Ngarama South (22,603 ha), Pindiro
(11,795 ha), Rondondo-Kilwa (381 ha), Rungo (22,586 ha),
Tongomba New (2,509 ha) and Tongomba Old (308 ha).
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Only Ngarama North, Ngarama
South and Pindiro have been investigated for their avifauna. Circaetus
fasciolatus and Anthreptes reichenowi are known to occur while
Zoothera guttata may be present from November–May, but data are
lacking. Raptors recorded from the forests included Aquila wahlbergi,
Hieraaetus ayresii, Stephanoaetus coronatus and Aviceda cuculoides
as well as migrant Pernis apivorus, Falco amurensis and Falco concolor.
Both Tauraco livingstonii and Musophaga porphyreolopha occur and
Cercococcyx montanus may be a locally common breeding
species. Merops boehmi and Neafrapus boehmi were recorded almost
daily during surveys in 1993, the former is indicative of riparian
habitat within the miombo belt, the latter of open woodland. Coastal
forest birds as Phyllastrephus strepitans, P. debilis and P. flavostriatus
are present as are Cercotrichas quadrivirgata and Neocossyphus rufus.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Anthreptes reichenowi
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 13 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Loxodonta africana (EN) utilize the three forests investigated so far
and probably most of the others. Packs of Lycaon pictus (EN) are
known from the general area and probably utilize the larger woodland
reserves.
■ Conservation issues
More survey work is required to evaluate the biodiversity value and
current status of most of the forests in Kilwa. Logging (presumably
illegal) of the remaining mature mvule Chlorophora excelsa trees has
been intensive in the last decade. Fire is reportedly only a local problem
and, as yet, agricultural encroachment is not the problem it has become
in areas close to population centres. Much of the area adjacent to the
Forest Reserves is suitable for commercial plantations of mvule. Such
plantations, and other conservation-based development programmes,
similar to those proposed for Lindi District (TZ051), the Mkonde
plateau (TZ053) and East Usambara (IBA TZ070), would help
preserve and enhance biodiversity and provide long-term employment
for the local communities.

Lindi District coastal forests
Admin region Lindi
Coordinates 10°00’S 39°30’E
Area 30,000 ha Altitude 75–900 m

TZ051
A1, A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Lindi District, in south-east Tanzania, includes a coastal plain, quite
narrow in places, rising to a series of sandstone ridges that run parallel
to the coast. Several of the coastal forests listed here are found along
these east-facing ridges or on slightly raised ground east of the ridges.
Further inland there are a number of deeply fissured plateaus and on
these are the better stands of remaining forest. Forest is also found
along some of the river valleys that drop from these plateaus. There are
18 Forest Reserves listed for Lindi District, of which only six have been
surveyed ornithologically; the remainder are included in this IBA only
provisionally. The reserves are Chitoa (771 ha), Kitunda (237 ha), Litipo
(999 ha), Liwengula (2,983 ha), Makangala (1,271 ha), Mangrove-Lindi
(1,416 ha), Matapwa (16,493 ha), Mmongo (19 ha), Mnacho (1,129 ha),
Mpigamiti (30,000 ha), Mtama (1,026 ha), Nandimba (1,250 ha),
Nanguile (650 ha), Ndimba (7,530 ha), Nyangamara (600 ha), Nyangedi
(4540 ha), Rondo (14,630 ha) and Ruawa (2,949 ha).
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Of the 18 forests included in this
IBA only Chitoa, Litipo, Mtama, Ndimba, Nyangamara and Rondo
have been investigated. A population of Sheppardia gunningi is known
to occur and the Rondo plateau, is the breeding site for the East African
population of Zoothera guttata. Oriolus chlorocephalus and Stactolaema
olivacea occur on the Rondo plateau but the presence of the montane
Alethe fuelleborni is surprising. Recent records of Telophorus multicolor
from Rondo are further evidence of a montane forest element in this
avifauna. Typical coastal forest birds such as Macrosphenus kretschmeri
and Ploceus bicolor are represented by their respective southern races.
There are significant breeding populations of Pitta angolensis and
Erythrocercus livingstonei. Open water is at a premium within these dry
forests but, where it does occur, there have been recent records of such
localized birds as Gorsachius leuconotus and Podica senegalensis.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Sheppardia gunningi
Zoothera guttata
Anthreptes reichenowi
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 16 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Many of the forests are still seasonally utilized by populations of
Loxodonta africana (EN). These coastal forests contain over 100
endemic plants as well as rare and localized populations of small
mammals, amphibians and reptiles.
■ Conservation issues
During the 1950s a British timber company removed up to 9,000 cubic
metres of mvule Chlorophora excelsa per annum from the natural forest
of the Rondo plateau. A single mvule plantation was planted on the
Rondo plateau in 1957 and is now valuable habitat for conservation as
well as a resource for people. Further plantations in areas outside the
Forest Reserves could be of great benefit biologically and economically.
Pressure on the reserves for agricultural land is increasing. Biological
surveys of the uninvestigated forest patches is a priority.
■ Further reading
Bagger et al. (1990), Burgess, Clarke and Rodgers (1998), Burgess and Clarke
(2000), Clarke (1995), Eriksen et al. (1993, 1994), Faldborg et al. (1991),
Fottland (1996), Holsten et al. (1991), Stjernstedt (1970).

Mtwara District coastal forests
Admin region Mtwara
Coordinates 10°30’S 40°00’E
Area 1,736 ha Altitude 0–300 m

TZ052
A1
Forest Reserves

■ Further reading
Burgess and Clarke (2000), Clarke (1995), Fottland (1996), Eriksen et al.
(1994).

■ Site description
Mtwara District is the south-easternmost part of Tanzania, bordering
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the Indian Ocean and Mozambique. The district is generally low-lying
with much modified coastal woodland rising to only 300 m. There are
numerous rivers flowing off the Mkonde plateau, either eastwards to
the ocean or southwards into the Ruvuma river. The often deep valleys
created by these rivers, in particular the Kitame, Mkundi and
Mutumnudi may contain forest habitat, but none have been
investigated. Mtiniko Forest Reserve (1,736 ha) lies to the west of
Mtimiko [sic] village along the Newala to Mtwara road and is know to
local people as ‘Shamba ya Bibi’. It is bordered along its northern edge
by the valley of the Mutumnudi river.

■ Birds
See Box for key species. Little is known of the birds of the area, but
Circaetus fasciolatus has been recorded and is widespread in the
hinterland of Mtwara town (which may indicate that substantial patches
of forest remain in the area). Three species of the East African Coast
biome are known to occur, and more may be expected to do so.

Forest Reserve. The Mkunya River Forest Reserve was designed to
protect the southern escarpment above the Ruvuma river. From a brief
visit in 1995, it appeared that this forest too was under threat from
agricultural encroachment. The Mkonde plateau is an ideal location
for the development of extensive plantations of mvule Chlorophora
exselsa.

■ Further reading
Faldborg et al. (1991), Fottland (1996).

Handeni District coastal forests
Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 05°30’S 38°30’E
Area 3,214 ha Altitude 80–545 m

TZ054
A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Handeni District lies inland of Pangani District (TZ056). It runs west a
further 120 km to the Nguu mountains (TZ060) and is one of the few
districts to contain both coastal and montane forest. Inland of the coastal
lowlands the land rises gradually and becomes dryer, forest giving way
to woodland. Six Forest Reserves in Handeni District have affinities
with coastal forest habitat: Gendagenda North (1,295 ha), Gendagenda
South (1,919 ha), Bondo (328 ha), Mtunguru (2,305 ha), Kwasumba
(2,933 ha) and Magambazi (750 ha). Of these, only the two Gendagenda
forests have been investigated for birds and are included in the IBA.

Key species
Circaetus fasciolatus
A1

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
No information.
■ Further reading
Britton (1978, 1981).

Newala District coastal forests
Admin region Mtwara
Coordinates 10°45’S 39°30’E
Area >5,032 ha Altitude 50–900 m

TZ053
A1
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Newala District covers most of the Makonde plateau, a raised area
inland of Mtwara District and south of the Rondo plateau. To the south,
in Mozambique, is an even larger plateau. These blocks are separated
only by the narrow valley of the Ruvuma river. The soils of the plateau
are light sand, holding virtually no surface water. The plateau is well
drained on all sides by numerous streams that cut deep into the sandstone
bedrock. Much of the plateau is low-yielding agriculture typified by
shifting cultivation with plantations of cashew-nut trees.
The only remaining large blocks of (badly degraded) closed-canopy
forest cover the northern and southern escarpments. Of the 10 Forest
Reserves listed for Newala District, four are included in this IBA;
Makonde Scarp I (1,748 ha), Makonde Scarp II (1,554 ha), Makonde
Scarp III (1,434 ha) and Mkunya river (4,797 ha). Three others, Liteho
(1,400 ha), Mtuli–Ninju (296 ha) and Mniwata (1,736 ha), may also
contain areas of natural forest, but are currently excluded. The
remainder are solely production forests, unlikely to have any importance
for birds
■ Birds
See Box for key species. There is virtually no information on the
avifauna of the Makonde plateau. Circaetus fasciolatus is known from
1995 records from the escarpment. Only one species of the East African
Coast biome is known to occur, but more may be expected to do so. If
sufficient forest remains the avifauna is likely to be similar to that on
the Rondo plateau (TZ051).

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. To date, a total of 57 species
including Tauraco fischeri, Anthreptes reichenowi, Phyllastrephus fischeri
and Erythrocercus holochlorus have been recorded. Circaetus fasciolatus
has recently been recorded from the Gendagenda area. All the typical
coastal forest species that are known from nearby Msumbugwe Forest
Reserve (TZ056) can be expected at this site. Zoothera guttata is likely
to occur on passage.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Anthreptes reichenowi
Tauraco fischeri
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: Six of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Clarke and Stubblefield (1995) list 26 mammal species, three forestdependent reptiles, nine amphibians and three near-endemic plants.
■ Conservation issues
Although large areas are sparsely populated, shifting cultivation is
reducing forest and woodland to scrub and secondary growth. All the
usual problems of timber removal, pole-cutting, fire, agricultural
encroachment and hunting are occurring. Persistent burning is
encroaching on remaining forest and preventing forest regeneration
outside reserves. Gendagenda faces more intensive human use than
many other coastal forests and may become degraded beyond repair in
the near future. Consideration should be given to creating fuelwood
plantations away from, but within walking distance of, Gendagenda
Forest Reserve.
■ Further reading
Clarke and Stubblefield (1995), Fottland (1996), Hawthorn (1984).

Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus

Muheza District coastal forests
■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
The Makonde Scarp Forest Reserve was created to protect a watershed
and as an erosion-control measure for the southern highway. However,
when visited in 1995, the extent of agricultural invasion was such that
without maps it would not have been possible to identify the area as a

930

Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 05°00’S 39°00’E
Area c.1,000 ha Altitude 30–648 m

TZ055
A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Muheza District is the most northerly coastal district in Tanzania,
bordering Kenya and stretching from the coast into the East Usambara
mountains. It contains a wide variety of natural habitats, including low-
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altitude and coastal forest, and some thicket. Much of the low coastal
plain is covered in sisal and coconut plantations, on land cleared of
closed-canopy forest. The Sigi river drains the central catchment of
the East Usambara and enters the sea to the north of Tanga.
There are 37 Forest Reserves listed for Muheza District, but most
of these are associated with the East Usambara mountains (TZ070).
There are a few isolated forests at lower altitudes between the Usambaras
and the coast. These include Kilulu Hill (160 ha), Amboni Caves
(350 ha), Pangani Falls (10 ha), Kwani (2,545 ha; only 600 ha of forest
cover) and Tongwe-Muheza (1,202 ha; only 300 ha of forest cover).
Other reserves such as Bassi (1,197 ha, but cleared for exotics), Gombero
(2,399 ha, but cleared for agriculture) are excluded from the IBA.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Recent records from the
Pangani river include Scotopelia peli and Podica senegalensis. Anthus
sokokensis may also occur at this site but the only records are from the
1930s.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Anthreptes reichenowi
Tauraco fischeri
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: seven of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are several coastal forest endemic mammals, reptiles, amphibians
and plants. The latter include populations of plants (African violets)
Saintpaulia spp. on Tongwe Hill.
■ Conservation issues
Much of the original coastal forest cover has been cleared for sisal
plantations or, more recently, for exotic tree species and agriculture.
Regular burning is a serious problem at both Tongwe and Kwani Forest
Reserves. Encroachment is becoming more of an issue at all sites.
■ Further reading
Burgess and Clarke (2000), Clarke and Stubblefield (1995), Faldborg et al.
(1991), Fottland (1996).

Pangani District coastal forests
Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 05°30’S 38°45’E
Area c.4,600 ha Altitude 0–120 m

TZ056
A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Pangani District is centred on the Pangani river which enters the Indian
Ocean at the town of Pangani. The land slopes gently away from the
coast to meet rolling hills. There are four Forest Reserves listed for
Pangani District: Msumbugwe (4,407 ha), Garafuno (195 ha, shared
with TZ054), Jasini (117 ha) and Mangrove-Pangani (600 ha
mangrove), of which the latter two are not thought to be of importance
for birds and are excluded from the IBA. There may also be some
coastal forest in the Mkwaja Ranch area worthy of investigation.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Some 56 forest-dwelling
birds are listed from Msumbugwe, including coastal forest species such
as Pogoniulus simplex, Dicrurus ludwigii, Phyllastrephus fischeri,
Neocossyphus rufus, Macrosphenus kretschmeri and Erythrocercus
holochlorus. Local rarities include Muscicapa caerulescens, Bias
musicus and Anthreptes neglectus. Records of Pogonocichla stellata
during August suggest an overwintering population of this altitudinal
migrant. More intensive fieldwork is likely to discover the
endangered Zoothera guttata, especially during migration in May and
November, and may also locate Anthus sokokensis and migrant Pitta
angolensis.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Tauraco fischeri

Anthreptes reichenowi

A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 13 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are endemic mammals, reptiles, amphibians and plants. The
tree Stuhlmannia moavi is considered endemic to the area.
■ Conservation issues
Msumbugwe is much degraded due to easy access and large shipments
of wood are removed illegally. The edges of the reserve are far too
often damaged by fires. Additional survey work is needed. The Mkwaja
Ranch area may be included within the future boundaries of a
Saadani–Zarininge National Park (see TZ046).
■ Further reading
Burgess and Clarke (2000), Clarke and Stubblefield (1995), Faldborg et al.
(1991), Fottland (1996), Hawthorn (1984), Polhill (1968).

Jozani Forest Reserve, Zanzibar
Admin region Zanzibar and Pemba
Coordinates 06°33’S 39°13’E
Area 556 ha Altitude 0–20 m

TZ057
A1, A2 (111), A3 (A09)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Jozani Forest Reserve is the only remaining forest left on Unguja, the
main island of Zanzibar. It is a small, much modified groundwaterforest, which includes a 12 ha plantation. Some tree species, such as
Calyophyllum inophyllum, initially thought to have been introduced,
are now believed to be indigenous. Even in heavily exploited areas a
variety of tree species still occur and are regenerating. There has been
no commercial exploitation of Jozani since 1990.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The annotated checklist
for Zanzibar lists 217 species. All forest species known for Unguja
occur at Jozani as it holds virtually all the remaining forest habitat on
the island. Birds include three endemic races: Tauraco fischeri
zanzibaricus, Andropadus virens zanzibaricus and Nectarinia veroxii
zanzibarica. A fourth, Nectarinia olivacea granti, is shared only with
Pemba island and a fifth, Cercotrichas quadrivrigata greenwayi, is
shared with Mafia island.
Key species
A1
Tauraco fischeri
Sheppardia gunningi
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania has been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: Six of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The primate Colobus badius kirkii (EN) is endemic to the island and
30% of the total population of 2,400 is centred on Jozani Forest, which
must be considered essential to its long-term survival. The nearendemic ungulate Cephalophus adersi (EN) has its stronghold on
Unguja with a population estimated at below 2,000, in five fragmented
sub-populations, including one at Jozani.
■ Conservation issues
Jozani Forest Reserve is a small site, the long-term viability of which
must be in some doubt. During the past decade, however, there has
been a growing environmental awareness within Zanzibar, which is
being translated into action in conserving such habitats as Jozani,
which is a popular tourist destination. In 1995 an integrated
development and conservation project was initiated at the forest with
the aim of creating a community-supported protected area. Hunting
has been a major problem and continues to threaten the population
of Cephalophus adersi.
■ Further reading
Archer and Iles (1998), Packenham (1979), Robins (1976).
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Livingstone Mountains forests
Admin region Iringa
Coordinates 09°40’S 34°30’E
Area >7,441 ha Altitude 500–2,488 m

TZ058
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
These mountains form the high ground along the north-east coast of
Lake Nyasa, inland to the plateau country south of Njombe. The
escarpment, rising to 2,488 m within only 4 km of the Lake, is steep,
largely inaccessible and virtually uninhabited. The extent of forest
cover is unknown, but it is likely that there is some gallery forest along
the escarpment. The highest ground is separated from the main plateau
by a series of rivers that drain south-west directly into Lake Nyasa
and south-east into the Ruhuhu river before emerging into Lake Nyasa
60 km to the south. The more fertile valleys are densely settled in some
areas; there has been some cultivation of the higher ground and some
erosion on the steeper slopes. There are 13 Forest Reserves listed for
Ludewa District, lying in the Livingstone Mountains. Of these,
information has only been traced on four: Madenge (1,146 ha),
Mdando (5,140 ha), Msiora (315 ha) and Sakaranyumo (840 ha).
These areas only are included in the IBA at present.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Little is known of the
general birdlife in the area; only 106 species have been recorded, during
two brief visits. Hirundo atrocaerulea, Cisticola njombe and Serinus
melanochrous are likely to occur. Hirundo angolensis breeds around
Uwemba and both Cisticola njombe and Cisticola nigriloris reach their
southern limits in Tanzania, just to the north of 09°S.
Key species
A1
Sheppardia lowei
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Six of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 27 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. A notable absence is
Bathmocercus winifredae, which has not been recorded in the Ngurus,
yet it occurs in both the Ukaguru (TZ067) and Uluguru mountains
(TZ068). The Ukagurus are also the current known northern limit of
Sheppardia lowei, but this too may occur in the Ngurus. The recent
discovery of a population of Sheppardia gunningi in the Nguu
mountains raises the possibility that species may occur at lower
elevations in the Nguru mountains, which are occupied at higher
altitudes by the closely related Sheppardia sharpei.
Key species
A1
Anthreptes rubritorques
Nectarinia moreaui
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Nine of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 23 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There is little information available for other animal groups, although
an endemic chameleon Rhampholeon sp. nov. has been collected, and
several of the Eastern Arc endemic reptiles and amphibians are
recorded. Kanga is rich in endemic and rare plants while Nguru South
contains over 40 endemic woody plants.
■ Conservation issues
The eastern, wetter base of the mountains has been settled for many
years and the lowland includes large commercial sugar estates. There
are several well-established missions in the area including an important
hospital at Turiani. Encroachment and fire appear to be severe problems
in the lowland forests, which have been heavily logged. Illegal pitsawing
of the remaining large trees has been a particular problem in Nguru
South. The forest in Kanga CFR appears to still be relatively
undisturbed.
■ Further reading
Chamshama et al. (1990), Fjeldså and Rabøl (1995), Lovett and Wasser (1993),
Pócs et al. (1990), Seddon et al. (1995).

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Forest clearance for agriculture, burning and cultivation of steep valley
slopes all threaten these sites. Surveys are needed to assess the
biodiversity values and current status of each of these forests.
■ Further reading
Britton (1980), Fottland (1996).

Nguru mountains
Admin region Morogoro
Coordinates 06°10’S 37°30’E
Area 32,908 ha Altitude 380–2,400 m

TZ059
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The Nguru mountains are a spectacular collection of peaks, cliff-faces
and forest-covered slopes, many far too steep for any cultivation.
Although they are further inland than the Uluguru mountains
(TZ068), 80 km to the south, they are sufficiently exposed to the wet
south-east trade winds that local rainfall is high (annual mean
1,800 mm.). There are only three Forest Reserves of any size in the
mountains: Nguru South Catchment Forest Reserve (CFR) (at
19,793 ha, one of the largest undisturbed blocks of montane forest
remaining in Tanzania), Mkindo CFR (7,451 ha) and Kanga South
CFR (6,664 ha). Kanga CFR is somewhat isolated to the north-east
of the main block by the Mjonga river valley. The mountain range is
separated from the Ulugurus by the flood-plain of the Mkata and
Wami rivers, and from the Ukagurus (TZ067) 50 km to the southwest by extensive lower hills cloaked in Brachystegia woodland. To
the north lie the Nguu mountains (TZ060) and to the north-west a
series of hills descend to the dry Masai steppe. At the steep eastern
foot of the mountains the coastal plain extends through rich woodland
to the coast 120 km away.
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Nguu mountains
Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 05°32’S 37°30’E
Area 28,456 ha Altitude 700–1,565 m

TZ060
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The Nguu mountains are the northernmost extension of the central
Eastern Arc mountains. They are highly dissected by numerous streams
that all drain eastwards towards the Indian Ocean. The valleys are
well-settled at low densities and most of the lowland forest was
removed in the early twentieth century. The nine Catchment Forest
Reserves listed represent virtually all the montane forest cover in these
mountains and include significant amounts of lowland forest, especially
on the wetter eastern slopes: Derema Catchment Forest Reserve (CFR)
(3,928 ha), Kilindi CFR (4,299 ha), Kwediboma CFR (285 ha),
Mbwegere CFR (368 ha), Mkongo CFR (985 ha), Mkuli CFR
(2,931 ha), Nguru North CFR (14,042 ha), Pumila CFR (1,062 ha) and
Rudewa CFR (556 ha). The forests hold populations of rare, nearendemic trees such as Psychotria tanganyicensis and Sloetiopsis
usambarensis in Kilindi and Amorphophallus stuhlmannii and Memecylon
schliebenni in Nguru North. West and north of these mountains the
vegetation is of the Somali–Masai type while to the east it is lowland
woodland of the Zanzibar–Inhambane coastal zone. The valleys have
the northernmost Brachystegia woodlands in eastern Tanzania.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The avifauna of the Nguus
is more closely related to the Ngurus and Ukagurus than the Usambaras,
which lie only 100 km to the north-east. Apart from a visit to some of
the lower-altitude woodlands during 1991, the only records available
are from a 1995 university expedition to Nguru North CFR, which
discovered the only known montane population of Sheppardia gunningi
in Tanzania. Other nominally lowland forest birds recorded include
Circaetus fasciolatus, Neocossyphus rufus, Dicrurus ludwigii and Ploceus
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bicolor. In addition, five species of the Zambezian biome have been
recorded from this site (see Table 3).
Key species
Circaetus fasciolatus
Anthreptes rubritorques
A1
Sheppardia gunningi
Nectarinia moreaui
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Three of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 14 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

quality and sustainability of the agricultural enterprises of the local
population are required to prevent further forest loss on these
mountains. A survey of all designated Forest Reserves and other forest
patches is required to determine their biodiversity values and status.

■ Further reading
Britton (1980), Fottland (1996), Haldane (1956), Lynes (1934).

North Pare mountains
■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The ungulate Cephalophus harveyi (LR/cd) has been recorded. Many
of the trees restricted to the Eastern Arc mountains occur and
Pterygota mildbraedii is only known in Tanzania from the Nguus.
■ Conservation issues
Many of the forests in the Nguus were logged commercially in colonial
times. More recently, excessive illegal timber extraction and repeated
pole-cutting of potentially valuable trees has delayed the forests’ ability
to regenerate. Much conservation emphasis is placed on boundary
clearing and planting with fast-growing exotics. However, local people
are rarely to blame for illegal extraction of commercial timber and are
generally well aware of the forest boundary. Establishment of new Forest
Reserves for the planting of fast-growing indigenous species to produce
timber, fuel and food for local people may be the only long-term answer.

Admin region Kilimanjaro
Coordinates 03°45’S 37°40’E
Area c.3,000 ha Altitude 1,200–2,113 m

TZ062
A1, A2 (109), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The North Pare mountains lie 35 km south-south-east of Mount
Kilimanjaro, but their geological affinities are with the Eastern Arc
mountains, of which they represent the northernmost tip within Tanzania.
The central plateau has been settled for many years and most of the
forest is long gone, having been replaced by farms and exotic trees. The
IBA is confined to seven tracts of forest, most of which are isolated from
each other by extensive cultivation: Mramba Forest Reserve (3,355 ha,
but less than 200 ha of forest), Minja Forest Reserve (520 ha), Kindoroko
Forest Reserve (885 ha, but more forest lies outside the reserve),
Kiverenge (area unknown, no bird data), Kilambeni Forest (area
unknown, no bird data), Kamwala 1 (117 ha) and Kamwala 2 (293 ha).

■ Further reading
Burgess et al. (2000), Fjeldså et al. (2000), Government of Tanzania (1998),
Lovett and Pócs (1993), Lovett and Wasser (1993), Seddon et al. (1995).

Njombe forests
Admin region Iringa
Coordinates 09°20’S 34°46’E
Area c.669 ha Altitude 1,850–2,050 m

TZ061
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The highlands around the town of Njombe were originally grasslands,
much of which have now been converted to agriculture. South and southwest of Njombe the land is more rugged, with rolling hills cut by deep
valleys. Here, there are a few remaining small patches of isolated forest.
Of the 14 Forest Reserves listed for Njombe District, it only proved
possible to trace any information for four, of which one is a plantation
and a second scheduled for timber production. The other two are Litoni
(200 ha) and Mpala (69 ha). In addition, there are four forest patches,
each less than 100 ha, shown on the map to the south and east of Uwemba
while there is some privately-owned forest near the village of Nundu.
These forests comprise the provisional extent of this IBA. Surveys are
required to identify remaining forest patches and define site boundaries.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Little is known about the
birdlife of this area. Hirundo atrocaerulea was considered locally
common in the past, but is now much rarer due, in large part, to
cultivation of grassland habitats. The type-locality for Sheppardia lowei
is ‘Njombe forest’, which is thought most likely to be Mpala Forest
Reserve. Other notable species recorded in or around these forests are
Microparra capensis, Falco amurensis and Onychognathus tenuirostris.
Key species
A1
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Cisticola njombe
Sheppardia lowei
Serinus melanochrous
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 12 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 33 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Forest clearance for agriculture, burning and cultivation of steep valley
slopes all pose a threat to remaining forest. Efforts to improve the

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Compared to the larger
mountain blocks to the south-east, the forest avifauna of the North Pare
mountains is rather impoverished. This may be due to its smaller overall
size, and relatively high human impact, its location at the extreme end
of the Eastern Arc mountains or its proximity to Mount Kilimanjaro.
The eruptions of the latter may have caused extensive damage to the
North Pare forests; only 54 forest/forest-edge species are listed for this
site. Rarer species of rich woodland/forest-edge that have been recorded
include Accipiter ovampensis, Otus scops and Indicator meliphilus.
Key species
A1
Cinnyricinclus femoralis
A2 (109) Kenyan mountains EBA: Two of the five species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 22 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International
■ Conservation issues
The central plateau of the North Pare mountains is extensively cultivated
by smallholders. Natural vegetation has been replaced by non-native
plants and the dominant tree on the plateau is now the Australian silky
oak Grevillea robusta. Many illegal practices (pole-cutting, timber
extraction, firewood-collection, cattle-grazing, etc.) occur within the
forests and agricultural encroachment in Minja Forest Reserve was
witnessed in July 1993. In drier years fire has become a major threat.
■ Further reading
Cordeiro and Kiure (1995).

South Pare mountains
Admin region Kilimanjaro
Coordinates 04°20’S 37°50’E
Area 25,000 ha Altitude 800–2,462 m

TZ063
A1, A2 (109), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
This small mountain block lies between the North Pare mountains
(TZ062) and the West Usambara mountains (TZ071) in north-eastern
Tanzania. The site is separated from West Usambara mountains by the
Mkomazi river valley, a 20 km wide corridor of arid Acacia–
Commiphora woodland. The highest point of the IBA is Shengena peak
at 2,462m within Chome Forest Reserve. The whole block drains south-
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eastwards through the Mkomazi river and into the Pangani river. There
are 11 Forest Reserves listed for the site and included in this IBA, only
Chome having been well studied for birds: Gonja (71 ha), Chongweni
(92 ha), Chome (14,282 ha), Kiranga Hengao (322 ha), Chambogo
(5,467 ha), Kwizu (3,070 ha), Kisiwani (50 ha), Kankoma (75 ha), Koko
Hill (78 ha), Maganda (28 ha) and Vumari (1,770 ha). Also included
are five proposed Forest Reserves: Lambo Village (400 ha), Mkonga
(520 ha), Mwala (1,602 ha), Pangani (11 ha) and Kamwnda (583 ha).

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Virtually all ornithological
survey work at this site has concentrated on Chome Forest Reserve.
Zosterops winifredae is endemic to the montane forests on these
mountains, where it is locally abundant. The South Pares are the
northern limit of the ranges of two species of the Tanzania–Malawi
mountains EBA—Sheppardia sharpei and Orthotomus metopias have
been recorded from around Shengena Peak (see Table 2). Phylloscopus
ruficapilla is locally common in Chome and Myioparus plumbeus has
been found recently at lower elevations on the eastern side of Chome.
Key species
A1
Zosterops winifredae
A2 (109) Kenyan mountains EBA: Two of the five species of this EBA that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 28 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The ungulate Syncerus caffer (LR/cd) has been recorded in Kwizu.
■ Conservation issues
Burning is threatening the forest-edge along the eastern boundary of
Chome Forest Reserve. Logging is also a big problem at Chome. Kwizu
and Chambogo Forest Reserves have been extensively degraded. There
are several small-scale, environmentally friendly projects in the area
aimed at mitigating the pressures on these forests. Some success is being
had with stone-built terracing and SNV (the Dutch volunteer
organization) have a community-based, low-impact ecotourism project.
■ Further reading
Britton (1978), Fjeldså and Rabøl (1995), Lovett and Pócs (1993), Lovett and
Wasser (1993).

Rubeho mountains
Admin region Dodoma, Morogoro
Coordinates 07°00’S 36°32’E
Area 62,861 ha Altitude 400–2,286 m

TZ064
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The Rubeho mountains form a dissected plateau in the centre of the
Eastern Arc mountains where the mountain chain skirts the western
edge of Mikumi National Park (TZ006) and the Mkata plain. To the
north, across the valley of the Mkondoa river, lie the Kiboriani and
Ukaguru mountains (TZ067), while to the south, beyond the Ruaha
river, are the Udzungwa mountains (TZ066). Only three Forest Reserves
are listed for these mountains and are included in the IBA: Ukwiva
(54,635 ha), Mafwemiro (3,238 ha) and Mangalisa (4,988 ha). Ukwiva
covers the main highland block and rises from the Myombo river valley
at 1,000 m to Ledengombe peak at 1,941 m. The western part of the
reserve comprises dry montane forest at 1,600–1,700 m with a low
canopy of 10–15 m, dominated by Macaranga kilimandscharica in the
valleys. However, the eastern edge of the reserve is much more humid
and undisturbed, except by elephants Loxodonta africana. Mafwemiro
sits across the southern arm of the north-western plateau which rises to
2,152 m. Mangalisa covers the top plateau of an isolated mountain block
in the Great Ruaha river basin, lies 15 km west of the main plateau and
rises to 2,286 m. Its vegetation comprises semi-evergreen woodland
patches and rather disturbed forest in the northern part and mature
Podocarpus-dominated forest in the southern part.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Both Zoothera gurneyi, a
nominally montane species, and Cossypha natalensis, a low-altitude
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species, have been reported breeding at one locality. The river holds
Anas sparsa and Podica senegalensis. Macrosphenus kretschmeri has been
recorded at 1,800 m, 300 m higher than previously recorded. Gorsachius
leuconotus has been recorded in the valley near Madazini. In Mangalisa
Sarothrura elegans, Schoutedenapus myoptilus, Apaloderma vittatum,
Lanius marwitzi and Muscicapa caerulescens all occur. Both Nectarinia
mediocris and Nectarinia moreaui were noted and Monticola angolensis
occurred in the woodland on the northern part of the plateau at lower
elevations. Sheppardia lowei has not been recorded, but may exist at low
densities.
Key species
A1
Xenoperdix udzungwensis
Ploceus nicolli
Bubo vosseleri
Nectarinia moreaui
Bathmocercus winifredae
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 13 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 27 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Among mammals, Loxodonta africana (EN) and Syncerus caffer (LR/
cd) use Ukwiva Forest Reserve and at least some of these animals may
move on an annual basis between these forests and Mikumi NP;
Cephalophus natalensis (LR/cd) occurs on Mangalisa.
■ Conservation issues
There is less pressure on these forests than many others in the Eastern
Arc because of difficulties of access. However, surrounding populations
are increasing and there are problems of cultivation within the Forest
Reserve in a few areas.
■ Further reading
Fjeldså et al. (1997), Lovett and Pócs (1993), Lovett and Wasser (1993).

Mount Rungwe

TZ065

Admin region Mbeya
Coordinates 09°08’S 33°40’E
Area 31,542 ha Altitude 1,500–2,718 m

A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
Mount Rungwe and its associated belt of forest dominates the
mountainous country north-west of Lake Nyasa. The impressive crater
lake of Ngozi lies 10 km north-west of Mount Rungwe, encircled by
the Mporoto Ridge Forest Reserve. To the east of Mount Rungwe is
the Livingstone Forest Reserve which cloaks the steep escarpment of
the Lake Nyasa Trough, overlooking Mwakalele town, and which is
included within site TZ073. Common trees in these montane forests
include Aphloia theiformis, Ficalhoa laurifolia, Maesa lanceolata,
Trichocladus ellipticus, Albizia gummifera and Bersama abyssinica. There
are extensive stands of bamboo in some forests and a belt of heathland
on Mount Rungwe above 2,600 m. Grassland and forest-edge habitats
within these Forest Reserves are becoming increasingly important for
threatened birds as agriculture expands into marginal areas. Rungwe
Catchment Forest Reserve (CFR) (13,652 ha), Livingstone CFR
(26,366 ha) and Mporoto CFR (13,652 ha) are the three largest forest
areas included in the IBA. Also included are eight smaller Forest
Reserves: Ihoho CFR (380 ha), Sawago CFR (907 ha), Kitweli CFR
(234 ha), Irenge CFR (635 ha), Chuvwi CFR (486 ha), Ngalijembe Local
Authority Catchment Forest Reserve (LACFR) (260 ha, 50%
plantation), Kyejo LACFR (693 ha) and Irungu LACFR (1,850). The
south-eastern slopes of these mountains receive up to 3,000 mm of
rainfall per annum, the highest in Tanzania.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Ploceus bertrandi occurs
here, a largely sedentary and solitary species of forest-edge and riverine
scrub habitat at higher elevations. The status of Hirundo atrocaerulea
is unknown, but it is likely to occur rarely.
Key species
A1
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Cisticola njombe

Serinus melanochrous
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A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 11 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 32 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
There has been massive degradation of natural habitat in this IBA,
perhaps one of the reasons why its birdlife is poorly known. The
remaining forests have a high water-catchment value. They suffer
substantial problems of fire, overgrazing, illegal timber removal and
an ever increasing amount of cultivation.
■ Further reading
Bangs and Loveridge (1933), Boulton (1931), McKone and Walzem (1994).

Udzungwa mountains

TZ066

Admin region Morogoro, Iringa
Coordinates 08°00’S 36°00’E
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07, A09, A10)
Area c.115,000 ha Altitude 400–2,284 m
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The Udzungwa mountains are the south-western block of a chain of
ancient mountains stretching from south-central to north-east
Tanzania and the extreme south of Kenya. Much of the upper plateau
has been cleared of forest and is now degraded grassland or farmland.
This site includes all of the major forest areas outside of the National
Park (TZ011). The most important forest blocks for bird conservation
are Udzungwa Scarp (20,220 ha), Kisinga-Rugaro (14,164 ha) and
West Kilombero Forest Reserves (now c.55,000 ha, following the
establishment of Udzungwa National Park). The highest peak,
Luhombero at 2,576 m, is within the Udzungwa National Park.
Nyumbenitu (2,284 m) is the next-highest peak in the northern
highland block while Nyamerenge (at 2,284 m) dominates the high
ground immediately to the east of Iringa. These two areas are separated
by the Lukosi river valley which runs north to join the Ruaha. Sawala
(2,072 m) is the highest point in the south of the range while Selegu
(2,454 m) dominates the rather isolated forest block on Image
mountain, where much timber was logged in the 1970s and 1980s and
most of what is left is second-growth thickets. South-west of the
Udzungwa range lie the escarpment forests of the Kipengeres and
remaining patches around Njombe. To the north, the Uvidundas are
virtually continuous with the Udzungwas, separated only by the steepsided valley of the Ruaha river. The highland plateau in the Udzungwa
mountains slopes gently to the west, grading through stunted
miombo woodland and grassland to the dry country around Iringa
which is an extension of the Somali–Masai Acacia–Commiphora
bushland habitat.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The Forest Reserves of
this IBA contain far higher densities of such birds as Schoutedenapus
myoptilus, Modulatrix orostruthus, Alethe fuelleborni, Sheppardia
sharpei, Cossypha anomala, Modulatrix stictigula, Cisticola nigriloris,
Orthotomus metopias and Ploceus bertrandi than any other comparable
area. There is likely to be some interchange of species such as Cossypha
natalensis and Cercotrichas quadrivirgata between the forest along
the foot of the Udzungwa escaprment and the coastal forests. The
number of range-restricted species is highest in the eastern part of
the IBA.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Xenoperdix udzungwensis
Bubo vosseleri
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Swynnertonia swynnertoni
Sheppardia lowei
Modulatrix orostruthus
Cisticola njombe

Apalis chariessa
Bathmocercus winifredae
Anthreptes pallidigaster
Anthreptes rubritorques
Nectarinia moreaui
Nectarinia rufipennis
Serinus melanochrous
Ploceus nicolli

A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 23 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 50 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 12 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 14 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The Udzungwa mountains contain many Eastern Arc endemics.
Elephant Loxodonta africana (EN) occurs in the escarpment
forests; these may be animals moving between forest habitats and
the open grasslands and swamps of the Kilombero valley. The
poorly known primate Galago orinus (DD) occurs, and a new species
Galago zanzibaricus udzungwensis (LR/nt), was recently named
from Matundu Forest Reserve, while the endemic Cercocebus galeritus
sanjei (EN) occurs along the southern escarpment of the Udzungwa
mountains, and Procolobus gordonorum (VU) is widespread with
large populations in some forests. The ungulate Cephalophus spadix
(VU) is rare, but this is an important stronghold for this species.
A small isolated population of rhino Diceros bicornis (CR) in the
northern Great Ruaha river basin moves up into Image Forest in the
dry season.
■ Conservation issues
Most of the forests are important for water catchment as well as for
biodiversity conservation. Evidence suggests that the forest cover in
this area has been broadly maintained over recent decades.
Nonetheless, illegal logging and pole-cutting continue inside some
Forest Reserves. Deforestation also continues outside the Forest
Reserves and the National Park. Hunting of elephant, buffalo and
hippopotamus occurs. The short-term effects of land clearance for
projects such as the Kihansi Hydro-power Scheme are unlikely to be
detrimental. However, the long-term effects of immigration of workers
and their families will create demands for forest products beyond the
resources that remain outside the Forest Reserves.
■ Further reading
Burgess, Nummelin et al. (1998), Dinesen et al. (1993, 1994), Fjeldså (1999),
Fjeldså and Lovett (1997), Fjeldså and Rabøl (1995), Jensen (1983), Jensen
and Brøgger-Jensen (1992), Lovett and Wasser (1993), Moyer (1993), Rodgers
and Homewood (1982a).

Ukaguru mountains
Admin region Morogoro
Coordinates 06°28’S 36°50’E
Area 15,494 ha Altitude 400–2,264 m

TZ067
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The Ukaguru mountains are a raised plateau that lie in the rain-shadow
of the taller Uluguru mountains (TZ068), 40 km to the south-east.
The climax vegetation is moist forest, but generally with a lower canopy
and less diversity than forest closer to the coast. Elfin forest exists in
small patches near the summits and there are large areas of degraded
grassland, especially to the west of the main forest block. Important
tree species in Mamiwa-Kisara North Forest Reserve include
Balthasaria schliebenii, Ocotea usambarensis, Podocarpus latifolius and
Polyscias stuhlmannii. Five of seven Forest Reserves listed for these
mountains are included in the IBA: Ikwamba (889 ha), Mamboto
(149 ha), Mamiwa-Kisara North (7,897 ha), Mamiwa-Kisara South
(6,266 ha) and Uponera (293 ha), The remaining two small reserves
are now down to exotic pines and are excluded. Immediately to the
north-west of these mountains, including the northern and western
slopes, is dry Acacia–Commiphora woodland of the Somali–Masai
biome. To the west are the Kiboriani mountains, with lower-altitude
moist forest that has not been explored recently. To the south-west,
separated by the Gombo Mkondoa river valley, are the Rubeho
mountains (TZ064) while to the north-east lie the Nguru mountains
(TZ059). Between these mountains are important stands of miombo
woodland. The eastern slopes of the Ukaguru mountains slope rather
rapidly into coastal lowland flood-plain.
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■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Ploceus bertrandi and
Onychognathus tenuirostris both occur and Falco fasciinucha may do
so. The highland grassland is the northern limit of Cisticola nigriloris
and holds a population of Saxicola torquata, often considered an
endemic race Saxicola torquata promiscua. All recent fieldwork has been
concentrated in only two areas of Mamiwa-Kisara North Forest
Reserve. The edges of these montane forests are important wintering
habitats for migrant Sylvia atricapilla, Sylvia borin and Phylloscopus
trochilus. Five species of the Zambezian biome have been recorded (see
Table 3).
Key species
Sheppardia lowei
Nectarinia moreaui
A1
Bathmocercus winifredae
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Nine of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 27 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The plants Peddiea thulinii and Lobelia sancta are endemic to the
Ukagurus.
■ Conservation issues
Recently 3,600 ha of low-altitude forest were excised from the reserve
to grow exotic pines. The northern boundary of Mamiwa–Kisara
North Forest Reserve is now a well-marked straight line with intensive
agriculture right up to the forest-edge. There are few trees left outside
the Forest Reserve. The deforested plateau to the south-west of
Mamiwa-Kisara North Forest Reserve is badly degraded, rather open
grassland which would once have been forest.
■ Further reading
Evans and Andersen (1992, 1993), Fjeldså and Rabøl (1995), Lovett and Pócs
(1993), Lovett and Wasser (1993).

Uluguru mountains
Admin region Morogoro
Coordinates 07°00’S 37°40’E
Area 31,113 ha Altitude c.300–2,638 m

TZ068
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The Uluguru mountains rise abruptly out of the coastal plain at 300 m
and run north–south. Except for the boggy grassland of Lukwangule
plateau, they are characterized by many steep, forested peaks, with
four distinct forest zones: lowland semi-evergreen forest; submontane
evergreen and semi-evergreen forest, found mainly on the eastern side
of the mountain; montane evergreen forest, which is found in a broad
belt around the mountain; and an upper montane or lower subalpine
zone which occurs above 2,100 m in Uluguru North and above 2,400 m
in Uluguru South. Submontane to upper montane forest is now found
almost exclusively in the smaller Uluguru North Catchment Forest
Reserve (CFR) (8,356 ha), which is separated from the Uluguru South
CFR (17,292 ha) by the Bunduki depression. The lower edge of the
forest lies variously between 1,000 and 2,000 m elevation, with a few
narrow strips down to 650 m. Forest once extended lower, but large
areas have been converted to agriculture. Lowland forest at c.300 m
remains only on the eastern face of the mountains in the Mkungwe
(1,967 ha), Kimboza (405 ha), and Ruvu (3,093 ha) Forest Reserves
(each of which is included in the IBA), and in a few other small patches.
In most areas, subsistence agriculture is now carried out right up to the
edge of the Forest Reserves, and a few small encroachments have been
noted above Morogoro. The forests of the Uluguru mountains form
the main catchment for the Ruvu river, the water-supply for Dar es
Salaam.
The Ulugurus are somewhat isolated and lie to the north-east of
the Udzungwas (TZ066) and Uvidundas (TZ072) ranges and to the
east of the Rubeho (TZ064) and Ukagurus (TZ067). This isolation is
tempered by remnant forest on Nguru ya Ndege, a tiny peak (1,357 m)
20 km to the north-west and Malundwe mountain (1,200 m) within
Mikumi National Park midway between the Ulugurus and the
Uvidundas.
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■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. Falco fasciinucha may
also occur. This is the only locality at which Malaconotus alius and
Nectarinia loveridgei occur. With two endemic species and five endemic
races—Andropadus tephrolaemus, Sheppardia sharpei, Phylloscopus
umbrovirens, Apalis thoracica and Orthotomus metopias—the Uluguru
mountains are extremely important. The remnant lowland forest at
Kimboza CFR in the eastern foothills holds an isolated population of
Campephaga quiscalina and three species associated with the East
African Coast biome occur (see Table 3). Rare birds such as Ploceus
bertrandi occur in damp valleys below the forest-edge, while Apus
barbatus and Schoutedenapus myoptilus feed above the forest and
undoubtedly nest within the Forest Reserves. The waterfalls are
frequented by Onychognathus tenuirostris and the open hillsides
resound to the reeling song of Cisticola woosnami. Falco biarmicus
nests among the many cliff-faces and Falco peregrinus may also nest,
but is seemingly much less common.
Key species
Circaetus fasciolatus
Anthreptes rubritorques
A1
Bubo vosseleri
Anthreptes reichenowi
Malaconotus alius
Nectarinia loveridgei
Apalis chariessa
Ploceus nicolli
Bathmocercus winifredae
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 12 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 39 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The Ulugurus are rich in plant life, with 40 endemic woody plant
species. The mammals Galagoides zanzibaricus (LR/nt), Rhynchocyon
petersi (EN) and Cephalophus spadix (VU) occur. Three of the reptiles
are strictly endemic and 10 Eastern Arc Endemics occur while six of
the forest amphibians are strict endemics (11 Eastern Arc endemics).
The invertebrate fauna is exceptionally rich in endemics; millipedes
(86% of the taxa recorded are endemic), linyphiid spiders (86%),
butterflies (27%), harvestmen (88%), montane ground-beetles (95%),
pselaphids (100%) and montane forest earwigs (91%).
■ Conservation issues
Very little forest remains outside the Forest Reserves and the protected
forests face increasing human pressure. Felling trees (legally and
illegally) for timber, firewood and building poles occurs in the reserves,
but at a lower rate than in the remaining ungazetted forest.
Uncontrolled fires are a regular feature of some areas. Clearance of
the remaining ungazetted forest for subsistence and cash-crop
cultivation is a major concern, and the little forest that remains outside
the reserves is being rapidly removed. In some areas (those with access
to roads) commercial farming has developed to supply the markets of
Dar es Salaam and Morogoro with fruit and vegetables. A major
conservation initiative is under way, undertaken by a consortium of
Governmental and non-governmental organizations, led by the
BirdLife International Partners in Tanzania and Denmark, and funded
by DANIDA.
■ Further reading
Basilewsky (1976), Berger and Leleup (1975), Burgess and Clarke (2000),
Hunter et al. (1996), Jocqué and Scharff (1986), Lovett and Pócs (1993), Lovett
and Wasser (1993), Pócs (1974, 1976a, b), Rodgers et al. (1983), Roy et al.
(1998), Scharff (1992), Svendsen and Hansen (1995).

Umalila mountains

TZ069

Admin region Mbeya
Coordinates 09°15’S 33°18’E
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07, A10)
Area c.34,000 ha Altitude 600–2,177 m
Forest Reserves

■ Site description
The forests and integrated grassland habitat that comprise this IBA
are scattered among steep hills north-east of the Songwe river, which
forms the international border with Malawi. To the north-east the
site is separated from the extinct volcanos of Mount Rungwe and
Mpopoto (TZ065) by the Kiwira river valley. This site is somewhat
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drier than Mount Rungwe, with woodland replacing forest as high as
2,000 m. The area is extensively cultivated with little remaining natural
forest cover. The Forest Reserves (FRs) which form the IBA are highly
fragmented forest islands: Umalila Catchment Forest Reserve (CFR)
(3,796 ha), Mpara CFR (1,048 ha), Kyosa LA-FR (957 ha), Msimwa
LA-FR (727 ha), Iyondo LA-FR (973 ha), Ileje Range proposed FR
(6,500 ha, only c.50 ha closed-canopy forest) and Kabulo proposed
FR (3,500 ha). The IBA also includes several proposed CFRs in Ileje
District: Bwenda/Shiringa (1,500 ha), Chabu (3,570 ha), Halembo
(264 ha), Membe (5,500 ha), Nalupembe (126 ha), Pimbi (785 ha),
Shinji (3,700 ha) and Zuba (1,116 ha).

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The birdlife of this site is
poorly known. Among the more interesting species collected have been
Cossypha anomala, Pseudoalcippe abyssinica, Modulatrix stictigula,
Andropadus tephrolaemus, A. milanjensis, A. masukuensis, Turdus
olivaceus, Zoothera gurneyi and Linurgus olivaceus. Nationally rare
birds such as Lagonosticta nitidula and Ploceus xanthopterus approach
their northern limits along the Songwe river. Stactolaema olivaceum
rungweensis was described from forest near Isoka. Ploceus bertrandi
occurs along some of the smaller streams at higher altitudes.
Psalidoprocne pristoptera is resident, while Hirundo dimidiata, a rare
cold-season visitor from southern Africa, reaches its northern limits
in the Umalilas.
Key species
A1
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Cisticola njombe
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Five of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 25 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site, see Table 3.
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 10 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site, see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
None known to BirdLife International.
■ Conservation issues
Many of the steep valley slopes are being cleared and ploughed for
agriculture, and trees and other vegetation is being cleared from
riverbanks, raising the threat of serious soil erosion.
■ Further reading
Benson (1948), Benson and Benson (1949), Kaminyoge (1992), McKone and
Walzem (1994).

East Usambara mountains
Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 05°00’S 38°50’E
Area 42,413 ha
Altitude 150–1,506 m

TZ070

A1, A2 (105, 111), A3 (A07, A09)
Nature Reserve, Forest Reserves,
Biosphere Reserve

■ Site description
The East Usambara mountains comprise a steeply scarred plateau on
which the main ridges run from north to south. At less than 130,000 ha,
they are one of the smallest mountain ranges in Tanzania and are
separated from the much larger West Usambara mountains (TZ071),
to the north-west, by the wide Lwengera river valley, which flows south
to join the Pangani river. The mountains themselves are drained by
the catchment of the Sigi river, entering the Indian Ocean at Tanga.
The forest of the range became fragmented some time ago, first by
clearance for coffee plantations and latterly by tea plantations. Some
of the better-quality lowland forest has been replaced with plantations
of teak Tectonia grandis. The 19 main Forest Reserves are in the
process of being reorganized into larger blocks, with the inclusion of
important lowland forest that has survived on public land. The Amani
Forest Nature Reserve was set up in May 1997.
Although the mountains are not particularly high, since they are
situated within 35 km of the coast they receive typically 2,000 mm of
rain annually, spread across all months. Submontane forest exists at
lower altitudes in the East Usambara than any other comparable
mountain block in Tanzania. There are also areas of lowland forest in

the East Usambaras. Some 12,916 ha of submontane forest and
29,497 ha of lowland forest are included in the IBA. To the north of
the highland block there are extensive areas of Brachylaena woodland.

■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The East Usambara
mountains are one of the most important sites on the African mainland
for the conservation of globally threatened birds. Bubo vosseleri, Otus
ireneae, Orthotomus moreaui, Modulatrix orostruthus, Swynnertonia
swynnertoni and Ploceus nicolli all occur here. The endemic races
Hyliota australis usambarae and Spermophaga ruficapilla cana occur
at low densities in only a few localities. Other important species in an
East African context are such forest-edge specialists as Indicator
meliphilus and Lonchura fringilloides, while Campethera mombassica
is locally common. Bostrychia olivacea is seen rarely.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Modulatrix orostruthus
Tauraco fischeri
Orthotomus moreaui
Otus ireneae
Anthreptes reichenowi
Bubo vosseleri
Anthreptes pallidigaster
Swynnertonia swynnertoni
Anthreptes rubritorques
Sheppardia gunningi
Ploceus nicolli
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 13 of the 32 species of this EBA that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: Three of the five species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 28 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: 21 of the 26 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are many endemic and near-endemic species in these forests.
Seven plants (African violets) Saintpaulia species are endemic. About
3% of the plants in the East Usambaras are strict endemics, and 22%
are near-endemics. Some 15 species of amphibia and 13 reptiles occur
that are endemic to Tanzania. About 85% of the millipedes are
endemic, 45% of the molluscs, and 40% of the butterflies. The mammals
Cephalophus spadix (VU), Rhynchocyon petersi (EN) and Myonycteris
relicta (VU) all occur.
■ Conservation issues
Amani Nature Reserve is Tanzania’s first official forest Nature
Reserve. Commercial logging in the early 1980s damaged much of the
remaining forest. This has now ceased. The lowland forest is arguably
now most at risk. The commercial growing of cardamom Elettaria
cardamomum inside the Forest Reserves is also a major problem. The
expansion of the tea industry and an increase in the use of inorganic
fertilizers creates concerns for long-term damage to the soils and water.
There have been significant changes in precipitation within the East
Usambara range. Data from the 1930s suggest there was then a shorter
dry season and far more cloud cover than is usual today. Some forests
have been affected by the invasion of the tree Maesopsis eminii. This
tree is a native of north-western Tanzania and has caused considerable
problems throughout the East Usambaras. Eradication has been
considered although recent research suggests that indigenous trees are
regenerating well under Maesopsis and that, given time, may outcompete it.
The East Usambara Catchment Forestry Project offers a longterm future for these forests. There are also small-scale NGO
conservation initiatives being developed, working with village
communities. With so many defunct sisal estates between the East
Usambaras and the sea there is an opportunity to plant them with
indigenous hardwoods.
■ Further reading
Burgess et al. (1998), Burgess and Clarke (2000), Cambridge Tanzania
Rainforest Project (1994), Cordeiro (1998), Evans (1997), Evans and
Andersen (1993, 1997), Hakkinen and Wambura (1992), Hamilton and
Bensted-Smith (1989), Hermansen et al. (1985), Howell (1993), Iversen
(1991), Johansson and Katigula (1994), Johansson and Sandy (1996), Moreau
(1935a, b), Mwasumbi et al. (1994), Newmark (1991), Newmark (1993),
Rodgers and Homewood (1982b), Stuart et al. (1993), Tye (1993), Urban et al.
(1997).
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West Usambara mountains

TZ071

Admin region Tanga
Coordinates 04°40’S 38°20’E
A1, A2 (105, 111), A3 (A07, A09)
Area >38,169 ha Altitude 800–2,290 m
Forest Reserves

been working in the area for a number of years to improve agricultural
practice and to include tree-planting on farms. There are also some
local initiatives that involve planting fast-growing exotic trees such as
Eucalyptus and Grevillia.

■ Further reading
■ Site description
The West Usambaras are a steep-sided block, oriented from south-east
to north-west and rising from the edge of the coastal lowlands and
central plateau at around 400–800 m. They have one main internal
drainage system via the Umba river which flows eastwards from the
north-eastern edge of the mountains. To the north lies Mkomazi Game
Reserve (TZ016), to the north-west the Pare mountains, to the southeast the East Usambara (TZ070) and to the south the Pangani river
valley which separates the mountains from the dry Acacia–Commiphora
scrub of the Masai steppe.
The western scarp is characterized by impressive sheer cliffs, often
with remnant forest along the rim and extending down the many streameroded valleys into drier woodland at the base of the hills. The plateau
has been extensively cultivated, especially around Lushoto, the district
capital. Cultivation has increased significantly during the last few
decades, especially noticeable in marginal land and along river valleys.
The remaining forest is fragmented into many small blocks with only
two large tracts remaining, both of which are under considerable
pressure.
The Forest Division list 27 Forest Reserves for Lushoto District.
However, many of these are very small and others are production forests.
Those that are significant, or are thought to be so, are Shagayu (6,223 ha
protected), Shume Magamba (11,567 ha protected), Balangai West
(1,074 ha), Kisimagonja (1,440 ha, badly degraded), Mjusu (3,670 ha,
badly degraded), Ndelemai (3,554 ha), Bombo West (3,565 ha), Bumba
Mavumbi (1,056 ha), Lutindi (2,176 ha), Mafi Hill (2,671 ha) and
Ndolwa (1,173 ha). Only for Shagayu, Shume Magamba and Mafi is
there anything like a complete bird inventory.
In addition, there are two privately-owned forests of major
ornithological importance, and are included in the IBA: Ambangulu
Tea Estate, which is virtually all that remains of the lower altitude forest;
and Mazumbai, which is upper montane forest.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The forests of the West
Usambara have been far less studied for birds than those on the East
Usambara mountains, especially recently. Apus barbatus breed in rock
overhangs within Shume-Magambo Forest Reserve and the nearendemic Caprimulgus poliocephalus guttifer is locally common in forestedge habitat. The rare Cinnyricinclus sharpii is often seen in the canopy
at Magambo.
Key species
A1
Circaetus fasciolatus
Sheppardia montana
Falco fasciinucha
Anthreptes rubritorques
Tauraco fischeri
Ploceus nicolli
Bubo vosseleri
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: 10 of the 32 species of this EBA have been
recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A2 (111) East African coastal forests EBA: One of the five species of this EBA has been
recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 36 of the 91 species of this biome have been
recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A09) East African Coast biome: Six of the 26 species of this biome have been
recorded at this site; see Table 3.

Burgess and Clarke (2000), Ezaza (1986), Iversen (1991), Lovett and Wasser
(1993), Rodgers and Homewood (1982b).

Uvidunda mountains
Admin region Morogoro
Coordinates 07°32’S 36°55’E
Area c.30,000 ha Altitude 300–1,860 m

TZ072
A1, A2 (105), A3 (A07)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Uvidunda mountains form the wedge of high ground between the
northern end of the Udzungwa mountains (TZ011 and TZ066) and the
southern edge of the Rubeho mountains (TZ064). A single raised block
with three distinct peaks, the plateau drains in all directions into
tributaries of the Great Ruaha river which flows eastwards along the
southern edge of the mountains. The forest appears to be now largely
confined to valleys, probably as a result of extensive burning and land
clearance for agriculture. The term ‘vestigial forest’ was used for the
area close to Chonwe as early as 1935. None of the forests in these
mountains are listed as having reserve status, but Chonwe is listed as a
‘suggested’ Forest Reserve, but no details are available. Since there are
no mapped forests, the IBA provisionally covers the whole plateau, but
this includes villages and agricultural land.
■ Birds
See Box and Tables 2 and 3 for key species. The only known
ornithological visits to this site were in 1935 and 1997, all to the Chonwe
area. Both Onychognathus walleri and Poeoptera kenricki are likely to
occur and Onychognathus tenuirostris will be present if suitable waterfall
habitat exists. Podica senegalensis and Anas sparsa breed in the lower
reaches of the streams and montane forest birds such as Linurgus
olivaceus and Telophorus multicolor have been observed at Chonwe.
Key species
A1
Nectarinia moreaui
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Five of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.
A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 16 of the 91 species of this biome that have
been recorded in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Little information is available, but heavy hunting pressure has been
reported, including of a surviving group of the primate Procolobus
gordonorum (VU).
■ Conservation issues
It is unusual that none of the forests in this range have been gazetted
as Forest Reserves. Repeated burning has confined the remaining
forest to valleys and other small patches. These hills provide the watersupply to several large villages, a Tanzania Peoples Defence Force
camp and parts of Mikumi village. Protection of the remaining forest
is essential if the integrity of this water-supply is to be maintained.
■ Further reading
Fottland (1996), Fuggles-Couchman (1984), Lovett and Wasser (1993).

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
In common with other Eastern Arc forests, the West Usambaras have
a diverse fauna and flora, including a number of the Eastern Arc
endemics. However, most large mammals have been extirpated. Even
forest primates seem much less common than in nearby forests,
suggesting a long history of over-exploitation.
■ Conservation issues
Many of the natural forests have been degraded and destroyed,
particularly at lower altitudes, where few remain. The human
population is increasing and the poor agricultural methods of farming
slopes do not prevent loss of topsoil during heavy rains. Pit-sawing
and pole-cutting are further threats. A German-supported project has
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Kitulo plateau
Admin region Mbeya, Iringa
Coordinates 09°05’S 33°50’E
Area c.100,000 ha Altitude 1,800–2,961 m

TZ073
A1, A2 (105)
Unprotected

■ Site description
The site includes three Forest Reserves, a dairy farm and an as-yetundefined area of village/government land. The Kitulo plateau is an
area of montane grassland that lies between a lower plateau around
Matamba village to the north-east and the Livingstone Forest Reserve,
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which lies along the escarpment above Mwakaleli town, to the south.
To the north the highland block on which the Kitulo sits is bordered
by the Usangu flood-plain. To the south lies the deep trough of Lake
Nyasa while eastwards the ground slopes gently downwards towards
Njombe town at 1,850 m. Immediately to the west is Mount Rungwe
(TZ065) and beyond that the Umalila mountains (TZ069). The
montane grassland is too high for tree growth and is renowned for its
highland plants, especially orchids. The area of grassland has been
given as 27,300 ha, of which 18,500 ha is managed by the dairy farm.
The Chimala Scarp Forest Reserve (17,575 ha) to the north is largely
miombo woodland on the dry northern face of the Chimala
escarpment. The Ndumbi Valley Forest Reserve (2,736 ha) is largely
grassland and, in theory, offers some protection to the habitat. To
the east is the long, narrow Ndukuduku Forest Reserve (3,265 ha)
which also contains areas of grassland, but of a steeper, more rocky
nature. To the immediate south and south-west lies Livingstone Forest
Reserve (26,365 ha) which is mainly montane forest and was designated
to protect the slopes of the Livingstone Escarpment above the teagrowing area around Mwakaleli town.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. Falco naumanni has also been
recorded and the area is likely to hold a wintering population of Circus
macrourus. The Kitulo plateau holds the only remaining viable
population of Ardeotis denhami in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania.
Important populations of the near-endemic Mirafra africana nigrescens
are found on the plateau, as is Anthus brachyurus. Coturnix coturnix
and Francolinus shelleyi breed and so might Pseudhirundo griseopyga
and Hirundo angolensis. Falco biarmicus and Buteo augur nest in the
experimental plots of exotic pine Pinus. Four species of the Afrotropical
Highlands biome have been recorded from this site (see Table 3).
Key species
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Serinus melanochrous
A1
Cisticola njombe
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Four of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The montane grassland is important botanically; three endemic plants
and a further 14 near-endemics are known.
■ Conservation issues
The presence of the dairy farm has offered some protection to the
remaining grassland habitat, but it does not appear to be commercially
viable. This is of serious concern for the future of the remaining habitat.
Large areas of the Forest Reserves and the dairy farm are illegally
cultivated with potatoes. In recent years commercial collectors from
Zambia are reported to have devastated the orchid population of the
plateau. Recent initiatives, led by government, seek to develop some
form of long-term protection for at least part of the IBA.
■ Further reading
Anon (1993), Cribb and Leedal (1982), Dowsett (1972a, b), Elton and Cotteril
(1879), FAO (1994), Lovett and Prins (1994).

woodlands of Acacia xanthophloea and A. tortilis in the north-east of
the site. Numerous isolated hills rise above the relatively flat landscape.
The Ngare Nanyuki river flows north-east off Mount Meru to form
seasonally flooded habitat. The only permanent water is found along
the Kenyan border in the excavations of the abandoned Meacham
mine and, although this water is alkaline, it provides safe drinking for
wild mammals and herds of Masai livestock as well as birds. To the
north the site borders Amboseli National Park (IBA KE042) in Kenya.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. Some 400 species have been
recorded in the area. The gap between Mounts Kilimanjaro and Meru
is an important corridor for Palearctic migrants, especially raptors and
storks. Circus macrourus and Falco naumanni are common passage
migrants, as are Hieraaetus pennatus, Aquila nipalensis, Aquila pomarina
and Buteo buteo, while Falco amurensis has been recorded in reasonable
numbers. Large flocks of both Ciconia ciconia and Ciconia abdimii are
seen regularly. The mature Acacia woodland, especially in the southwest, holds a wide variety of birds uncommon in Tanzania such as Colius
leucocephalus, Prodotiscus regulus, Anthoscopus musculus, Sylvietta
brachyura and Anthus caffer. Rarer Palearctic passerines such as Sylvia
nisoria and Irania gutturalis also use this habitat.
The open short-grass plains support three species of sandgrouse,
Sagittarius serpentarius and Ardeotis kori. The site is the eastern limit
in Tanzania of the ranges of Falco rupicoloides, Calandrella somalica
and Pseudalaemon fremantlii. The small, isolated and threatened
Tanzanian population of Chersomanes albofasciata is known from only
two areas of open grassland in the western part of this site. The
taxonomic status of this population is unclear and under review. The
population of Anas capensis on the permanent alkaline pools at Sinya
Mine often exceeds 100 birds; several thousand Phoenicopterus minor
are also regularly recorded here. Charadrius pallidus breeds, as does
Himantopus himantopus. One species of the Serengeti plains EBA and
18 of the Afrotropical Highlands biome have been recorded at this site
(see Tables 2 and 3).
Key species
A1
Phoenicopterus minor
Parus fringillinus
Agapornis fischeri
A3 (A08) Somali–Masai biome: 48 of the 77 species of this biome that occur in
Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A4i
Breeding (pairs)
Non-breeding
Charadrius asiaticus
—
200+ (1995)

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
Mammals include Loxodonta africana (EN), Acinonyx jubatus (VU)
and Litocranius walleri (LR/cd) is present.
■ Conservation issues
The IBA is contiguous with the Amboseli National Park in Kenya
(KE042); Longido effectively forms a southern extension of the
Amboseli plains and is used extensively by large mammals when
Amboseli is dry. The extensive cutting of mature Acacia trees for
charcoal and poaching remain serious problems.
■ Further reading
Baker (in press), Bennun and Njoroge (1999).

Longido Game Controlled Area
Admin region Arusha, Kilimanjaro
Coordinates 02°50’S 36°50’E
Area 280,000 ha Altitude 1,000–1,900 m

TZ074
A1, A3 (A08), A4i
Unprotected

■ Site description
This site covers the dry, rather open habitat in the western rain-shadow
of Mount Kilimanjaro. The western limit of this site is the main road
running north from Arusha to the international border with Kenya,
which forms the northern boundary of the site. The eastern boundary
extends onto the western foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro (TZ003).
The southern boundary is formed by West Kilimanjaro Ranch, an
area of partially degraded grassland. Several farms and small
settlements are included within this site. It is therefore one of the few
IBAs in Tanzania that includes a substantial human population. Quite
large areas of open short-grass habitat occupy the poorer soils while
the woodland grades from Acacia–Commiphora thicket to open

Minziro Forest Reserve
Admin region Kagera
Coordinates 01°05’S 31°30’E
Area 28,841 ha Altitude 1,143–1,180 m

TZ075
A1, A3 (A05, A06)
Forest Reserve

■ Site description
Minziro Forest Reserve is a groundwater-forest with extensive areas
of grassland. Kere Hill, a small rock outcrop at 1,180 m, lies within
the reserve and the village of Minziro at 1,330 m sits on higher ground
with the Forest Reserve extending around it. To the south and east is
the Kagera river while the northern boundary is formed by the
international border with Uganda. North of the border the contiguous
forest is known as Malabigambo Forest Reserve, one of the Sango
Bay forests. Minziro is the largest forested area in north-west Tanzania
and is essentially an outlier of the Guinea–Congo lowland forests. A
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few kilometres to the south the vegetation changes dramatically on
the higher plateau country of Kagera Region. Minziro is therefore a
unique habitat-type in Tanzania. The only significant tree of economic
value is Podocarpus, but this has been heavily exploited and few large
trees remain. A stretch of the Kagera river with stands of papyrus
Cyperus papyrus is included in this site.

■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. During brief visits to this forest in
1984, 1987 and 1993, 23 Guinea–Congo forest species were added to
the Tanzanian avifauna. At least a further 12 species are not known
from any other site in Tanzania. However, all are known from adjacent
forests in Uganda and some may be found in smaller forest in Kagera
Region that have not yet been investigated for birds. A total of
238 species have been recorded to date from Minziro. From Corythaeola
cristata and Cercococcyx mechowi through Bias flammulatus to
Nectarinia superba and Parmoptila woodhousei, the variety of birdlife
contrasts strikingly with that of the drier woodlands that dominate the
landscape a few kilometres south of the Kagera river.
Key species
A1
Hirundo atrocaerulea
Laniarius mufumbiri
A3 (A05) Guinea–Congo Forests biome: 53 of the 56 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A06) Lake Victoria Basin biome: Three of the 11 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The form adolfi-friederici of the primate Colobus angolensis occurs in
Minziro.
■ Conservation issues
Cutting of Podocarpus for timber, pole-cutting and general
degradation of the forest threaten this site. Livestock-grazing is a
problem, while uncontrolled and repetitive burning of grasslands
during the dry season is a potential one.
■ Further reading
Baker and Baker (1994), Baker and Hirslund (1987), Davenport and Howard
(1996), Kingdon (1971), Rodgers (1981).

Pemba island
Admin region Zanzibar and Pemba
Coordinates 05°10’S 39°48’E
Area 101,400 ha Altitude 0–79 m

TZ076
A1, A2 (110)
Unprotected

■ Site description
Pemba lies 55 km east of the African mainland, from which it is
separated by the Pemba Channel, in excess of 800 m deep. Pemba is
essentially an oceanic island, having been isolated from mainland
Africa for at least one million years. This isolation is reflected in its
avifauna and the presence of an endemic bat closely related to similar
species on other islands in the Indian Ocean. Pemba is administered
from Unguja (the main island of Zanzibar), 35 km to the south-west.
The island is indented on all sides, with numerous offshore islands,
many large enough to be inhabited. It is a low island, but has numerous
low, rolling hills and associated valleys in central and western areas.
There is a thin strip of coral-rag habitat along the eastern edge of the
island, containing some natural vegetation, but there are only two
small patches of forest, totalling less than 800 ha: Ngezi in the northwest and Mwita Mkuu in the north-east. There are also considerable
‘forests’ of mangroves in the protected creeks and extensive areas of
open mudflats at low tides. The rainfall generally exceeds 1,300 mm
per annum, with no months totally dry.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 2 for key species. Only 132 species are listed for
the island; an indication of Pemba’s long isolation from the mainland.
Apart from the four endemic species, there are two endemic races,
Accipiter tachiro pembaensis and Lamprotornis corruscus vaughani.
There are a few records of Ardeola idae from the 1940s, but it is likely
to be only a rare visitor now. There is also one old record of Gallinago
media. Treron pembaensis is widespread and locally common. In

940

addition, there is an introduced population of Padda oryzivora,
classified as globally threatened (Vulnerable) in its native Indonesia.
Key species
Treron pembaensis
Nectarinia pembae
A1
Otus pembaensis
Zosterops vaughani
A2 (110) Pemba EBA: All four species of this EBA have been recorded at this site; see
Table 2.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
There are three endemic races of snake, two endemic species and three
endemic races of lizard, an endemic amphibian and an endemic fruit
bat Pteropus voelzkowi (CR).
■ Conservation issues
As an island with a long history of cultivation there is little natural
vegetation left on the island. What is left is under growing pressure as
the human population increases. Protection of the remaining
forest areas and maintenance of a mosaic of trees within the farmed
landscape are both critical to the survival of the endemic birds on the
island.
■ Further reading
Koenders (1992), Moreau and Pakenham (1941), Rodgers et al. (1986).

Ufipa plateau
Admin region Rukwa
Coordinates 08°00’S 31°30’E
Area c.101,000 ha
Altitude 2,000–2,418 m

TZ077
A2 (105), A3 (A07, A10)
Forest Reserve,
Unprotected

■ Site description
The Ufipa plateau occupies a section of high ground between the two
arms of the Great Rift Valley in south-western Tanzania. To the west
lies the southern end of Lake Tanganyika at 773 m and to the northeast Lake Rukwa (TZ033) at 793 m. Between these two huge bodies
of water the Ufipa rises to 2,418 m at Malonje mountain with the
plateau proper forming an extensive block above 2,000 m. Much of
the plateau drains south-east and hence into the Rukwa valley. The
only open water of any consequence on the plateau is Lake Sundu
and the adjacent Kale swamp which lie to the south of the high ground
and which drain into Lake Tanganyika. Many of the lower areas are
covered in miombo woodland, mature on broken ground unsuitable
for agriculture, but more often of poorer quality where secondary
growth occurs, following shifting cultivation. Between the higher
plateau and Lake Tanganyika there are numerous waterlogged valleys
fringed with extensive stands of riverine forest which support bird
populations more characteristic of central than of eastern Africa.
The IBA is comprised of three separate components. These are:
(1) Kalambo River Forest Reserve (41,958 ha), Tanda, Kaye, Vyula
and Tambi mbugas (water-receiving depressions covered with
grassland and wooded grassland on seasonally saturated, black,
cracking, clay soils) which lie below the escarpment adjacent to the
eastern boundary of the Forest Reserve, and Ipeta swamp to the north
of the mbugas (total area c.53,000 ha); (2) Mbizi Forest Reserve
(17,373 ha) above the town of Sumbawanga, the region’s
administrative centre; (3) Mumba grasslands (c.40,000 ha), boundaries
ill-defined. Other areas which may merit inclusion are Lake Sundu,
Kale swamp and the adjacent Mninga and Mwaya Hills (c.3,800 ha)
and parts of the Sasi river valley.
■ Birds
See Box and Table 3 for key species. There are records of Circus
macrourus, while Grus carunculatus occurred until the 1970s, when
the last pairs were shot. The population of Ardeotis denhami on the
higher parts of the plateau around Mumba is thought to be some
50 birds, probably the largest in Tanzania and likely to be associated
with the much larger population in Zambia. The Ufipa plateau and
its fringing habitats are the northern limits of many central African
species in Tanzania such as Mirafra angolensis, Phylloscopus laurae
and Lagonosticta nitidula. The plateau is the eastern limit for Serinus
frontalis and Turdus pelios and the western limit of the restricted-range
Phyllastrephus alfredi and Cisticola nigriloris. The highland grassland
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population of Macronyx fuellebornii links populations in the Southern
Highlands of Tanzania (TZ061, TZ066, TZ069) with those in southern
Democratic Republic of Congo and northern Angola. Tricholaema
frontata inhabits the stunted miombo woodlands on the higher ground,
overlooking populations of the ecologically segregated, yet
morphologically similar, Tricholaema diademata in the Acacia
woodlands on the floor of the Rift Valley adjacent to Lake Rukwa.
The numerous shallow flood-plains support populations of
Ortygospiza locustella and Macronyx ameliae while riverine forest
holds Sheppardia bocagei and Anthreptes anchietae. The adjacent
Brachystegia-dominated woodland has Cercotrichas barbata,
Muscicapa boehmi, Salpornis spilonotus and Sylvietta ruficapilla. Lake
Sundu holds small breeding populations of Podiceps cristatus (an
increasingly rare bird in East Africa), Netta erythrophthalma and
Glareola pratincola. Ploceus reichardi may be found to be occur in the
Sasi river area.
Key species
A2 (105) Tanzania–Malawi mountains EBA: Two of the 32 species of this EBA that
occur in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 2.

A3 (A07) Afrotropical Highlands biome: 20 of the 91 species of this biome that occur
in Tanzania have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.
A3 (A10) Zambezian biome: 23 of the 40 species of this biome that occur in Tanzania
have been recorded at this site; see Table 3.

■ Other threatened/endemic wildlife
The Ufipa plateau is botanically significant and holds several endemics.
Most larger mammals are believed to be have been hunted to local
extinction.
■ Conservation issues
The only part of this site which benefits from any protection is Mbizi
Forest Reserve; the plateau itself is entirely unprotected. There has
been very substantial loss of habitat throughout this site and theft of
orchid bulbs and fire are all continuing problems.
■ Further reading
Baker (1997), Cribb and Leedal (1982), Moyer (1984), Moyer and Stjernstedt
(1986), Rodgers (1981), Stjernstedt and Moyer (1982).
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